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to avail of continuous learning to 
promote professional and personal 
development.  Health and Well - 
being is paramount for both Staff and 
Pupils, as well as developing their 
personal and leadership skills.  We 
pride ourselves on being a listening 
school, and we will deliver on our 
promise of achieving great academic 
results.  We set out to create a school 
environment where pupils feel safe, 
where they know they are cared for 
and most importantly, where pupils are 
happy.   The ‘Haven’ provides a discreet 
nurturing environment, which enables 
pupils to enhance their learning by 
focusing in on emotional well-being 
and resilience.  Our nurturing ethos is 
reflected throughout the whole school.  
There is something for everyone in Holy 
Trinity College and we know that the 
happy child is the child who learns and 
succeeds best. 

In a time of educational uncertainty, 
Holy Trinity College continues to grow 
stronger every year.  With growing 
academic results and a wealth of 
extra- curricular activities on offer, the 
College is innovative in its progressive 
curriculum and has a positive enrolment 
growth resulting from excellent Primary 
School Links and Taster Days, alongside 
continued support from parents, 
partnerships and the wider Cookstown 
District community. 

Development work has been on-going 
with regard to the College Capital 
Build Project and detailed plans are 
on display as part of the Planning 
Application process.   Our new School, 
at an overall structural cost of £28.5 
million, will provide an enhanced 

learning environment for our pupils, 
ensuring both academic and vocational 
skills-set pathways, alongside personal, 
social and emotional development.  The 
accommodation will include state of 
the art facilities for every subject, along 
with performance spaces, sports hall 
and gym, fitness suite, full size synthetic 
pitch and Multi Use Games Area. 
Subject to approval of the necessary 
statutory procedures, it is anticipated 
that construction work will commence 
in late 2020 with an estimated timescale 
of two years. 

We appreciate your patience and 
support as the Capital Build Project 
unfolds. Fundraising has been a 
key feature during 2018-2019 and 
we are truly indebted to everyone 
in our community far and near, who 
contributed to the Craft Fayre, our first 
ever Golf Classic, Sponsored Walk and 
of course the setting up of an Alumni 
Association. In summary, via a network 
of our local community and businesses 
who believe in their responsibility 
towards society and to give something 
back to society, the College will 
have more advanced facilities and 
equipment for teaching, learning and 
personal development, which will 
contribute more to the life of every 
pupil than any of us will ever know.  The 
facilities are long overdue for our pupils, 
our staff and our wider community and 
we now have a terrific opportunity to 
ensure a first class, quality educational 
facility for our children and for future 
generations.  

I began this foreword by reflecting back 
on the exciting times within the College, 
but looking forward to the future is 
just as exciting.  The opportunities and 
experiences keep on growing.  In the 
words of Pope Francis “Dear young 
people, do not bury your talents, the 
gifts that God has given you! Do not 
be afraid to dream of Great Things!”  
To our pupils, we ask you to grasp the 
opportunities presented to you and face 
the world with confidence.  You are and 
will continue to be, true ambassadors 
for Holy Trinity College and for the 
Cookstown area.  

Final words of thanks must be 
bestowed upon our dedicated and 
committed staff, who ensure that 
every opportunity possible, is the best 
experience for every boy and girl; and 
to our parents and guardians for their 
steadfast support and trust in us. Most 
importantly, I want to thank our pupils 
for their enthusiasm, energy, generosity 
and continuous hard work throughout 
the year.  2018-2019 has been a 
momentous year and I look forward to 
many more of the same.

Isabel Russell
PrIncipal 

HTC had an early opening for the new 
intake of Year 8 pupils.  The annual 
Summer Scheme was held from 
13th- 17th August for 125 pupils.  The 
scheme helps with the transition from 
Primary to Secondary school, enabling 
the pupils to become familiar with the 
school environment, make friends and 
get to know their way around their new 
school.  

Each day there was a range of activities 
such as team building games, sporting 
activities, ICT workshops and Treasure 
Trails. This year we had Jumping Clay, 
Wyse Bites Cooking, Duff Balloons, 
Dance and Pretzel Play Yoga amongst 
others.  Once again, this was a hugely 
successful Summer Scheme for the 
College and it ensured a smooth 
transition for the pupils as they 
continued their educational journey 
into Year 8. 

August also saw the highly anticipated 
release of the GCSE and A’ Level Results.  
The pupils excelled themselves in 2018, 

achieving some outstanding results.  
Well done to all! 

Summer 
Scheme

Principal address Summer 2019
As Principal of Holy Trinity College, it is 
my privilege and delight to commend 
to you the eagerly awaited ‘Review’ 
magazine for the academic year 
2018 - 2019.  A year in the life of any 
school is an extremely busy one and 
here in Holy Trinity College, we are 
particularly proud of the many learning 
opportunities and additional activities, 
which both pupils and staff have eagerly 
engaged in on a daily basis.   I hope you 
enjoy reading about and seeing some 
of the events your son or daughter may 
have experienced and participated in, 
as we continue to promote ‘Inspiration, 
Innovation and Excellence’.  

What an outstanding year 2018 - 2019 
has been for the College!.  A year of 
success not only in the classroom but 
with many extra-curricular activities 
as well, all of which exemplifies the 
excitement, challenge, quality and 
excellence conducted on a daily basis, 
eg, Ulster U-15 Treanor Cup winners, 
Quarter Finalists in the prestigious 
MacRory Cup, Semi-finalists in the 
Ulster U-16 Rafferty Cup and Year 8 
Oisin Mc Grath Shield, Tyrone Handball 
Champions, Junk Kouture Ulster 
Finalists, NI Inspiring Engineering 
Racing Car, Year 8 public Speaking, 
continuous charity fund-raising  ….. and 
the list goes on!”   As an all-ability and 
inclusive school, our commitment is 
to each individual child, whether it be 
those who need personalised support, 
those who are gifted and talented, or 
those who wish to follow an academic 
or vocational route.  Holy Trinity College 
is a place where people matter and 
where they are important – where 
everyone is valued, where all pupils 
can perform well regardless of their 
ability, where there are very positive 
relationships between staff and pupils, 
where creativity and innovation are 
encouraged, and where there is a 
drive to raise standards, succeed and 
achieve.  

The high quality of learning and 
teaching occurring every day in the 
College is reflected in the 2018 GCSE 
results of 85% 5+ A* - C grades; 61% 5+ 
A* - C grades including English and 
Maths, along with 97% ‘A’ Level success, 
indicating that pupils can achieve 
and without being stressed along the 
way.  An ETI Sustaining Improvement 
Inspection in May 2019 reaffirmed our 
positive and consistent work with regard 
to Learning and Teaching and pupil 
outcomes, alongside the promotion 
of pupil voice and participation, and a 
coherent joined up approach ensuring 
pupil personal development within a 
safe, valued and caring environment.   
We inspire and encourage all pupils to 
succeed, develop positive attitudes and 
celebrate their successes.

Developing the skills of our workforce 
is a priority.  Staff are encouraged 

AUGUST

GCSE: Laura Nixon. Lauren Teague, 

Julianna Loughran and Bride Mackle.

GCSE: Stephen Quinn, Ronan McGrath, 
John Duffy and Thomas Mackle.

Anna Donnelly, Mrs McDonald, 
Helena Doris and Sara Keenan

Mrs Russell and Tiernan McVey

Jolene McBride 
and Mrs Russell

Mrs Russell, Caitlin Ryan, Mrs 

McDonald and Anna Donelly

Karla Quinn, Katie Lennon 

and Ellen Lennon

Amy McHugh and 
Mrs McHugh

Mrs Devlin and 
Seadhna O’Neill

Results Day
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In September we held our annual 
Prize-giving and Sports Day Awards 
ceremonies, recognising pupils who 
excelled in a range of academic and 
sporting areas in 2017-2018.  Guest 
speakers included Claire Gallagher, 
who at 15 years of age, lost her eyesight 
during the Omagh Bomb.  Sports awards 
were presented by Tyrone stars Niamh 
Woods and Paudie Hampsey.  The guest 
speakers drew on their remarkable 
careers, sporting successes and life achievements to 
enthuse and inspire our students. 

Prize Giving 

On Saturday 22nd September, 21 Year 14 students from Holy Trinity 
College set off on pilgrimage to the Marian shrine of Medjugorje, 

Herzegovina, accompanied by a group of their peers from St 
Patrick’s Academy, Dungannon.  

They got the opportunity to attend holy mass each day, receive 
the sacrament of reconciliation, listen to inspiring testimonies, visit 

the main sites where Our Lady has appeared to the visionaries, 
such as Apparition Hill, the Blue Cross and Cross Mountain and 
pray together there.  It was a truly unforgettable experience for 
those involved, as quoted by one of our students, “My faith has 

been strengthened and my heart has been warmed.”

Medjugorje Pilgrimage

Sports Day AwardsSEPTEMBER
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On 6th November a Public 
Consultation was held in the 
school to give the community an 
opportunity to view the proposed 
plans for the new College Build.  
Mrs Russell, members of the 
SLT and a representative from 
Hamilton Architects met with 
members of the public and our 
own School Council to discuss 
their views and provide valuable 
feedback on their thoughts of 
the plans and to provide ideas 
for the new school.

Public 
Consultation

Celebrated ceramicist Sharon Regan visited the 
school as part of an Extended Schools project.  

She brought in examples of her work and helped 
students create their own ceramic pieces.  Some 

fantastic work was created by the students.

Titanic Exhibition 
Centre

On 18th October past pupils and staff 
of HTC gathered in the Glenavon 
House Hotel to celebrate 25 years 
from the amalgamation of St. Patrick’s 
and Our Lady’s High Schools.  The 
event showcased dance and musical 
performances from past and present 
pupils such as Cliona Hagan, The Neeson 
and Glackin Families and Tyrone Rose 
Ellen Campbell.  The night also saw 

the launch of the Holy Trinity 
Alumni Association.  It truly was 
a fantastic night to reminisce 
and celebrate all that is Holy 
Trinity College. #WeAreHTC

25 Year Celebration

Holy Trinity College are among the first in 
Ireland to implement a new mental health 
programme - HEADSTRONG in association 
with Cycle Against Suicide - to address the 
stigma of Suicide amongst young people.  
Students attended the launch of the school 
programme in Dublin on 4th October, joining 
other schools from across Ireland for the 
introduction of the pilot programme, which 
will be rolled out within the selected schools

Headstrong

OCTOBER

14B organised a charity Spinathon for 
staff and pupils on 23rd October, with all 

proceeds going to the Alzheimer’s Society.

Spinathon

NOVEMBER

Students from Cookstown High School participated in a Shared Education trip to the Skills NI event at the Titanic Exhibition Centre in Belfast.

Sharon Regan 
Artist Visit

76 Newsletter of Holy Trinity College, Cookstownthe review the reviewIssue No: 13 | Summer 2019



DECEMBER

Our A’ Level PE students ran a very 
successful primary school Gaelic 

Football Blitz as part of their A2 
Event Management coursework.  

Pupils from Lissan PS, Rock PS, 
Gael Scoil Eoghan and Dungiven 
PS participated in the event, with 
the County Down team being the 

eventual winners.  Well done to all 
those who organised and took part 

in the event.

Gaelic 
Football Blitz

 A group of our Year 9 pupils and their counterparts 
in Cookstown High visited the Boda Borg Centre, Co. 

Roscommon in December to complete a series of 
mental and physical challenges set out over 47 rooms.  

The pupils experienced fun-filled activities, imaginative 
puzzles and enjoyable tasks whilst making new friends 

from their local area.  A great day was had by all.

Boda Borg VisitDECEMBER

All-Star Award
Congratulations to our 2018-2019 Danske Bank 
Ulster Schools’ All-Star Tiarnan Quinn.  Tiarnan is 
the 5th pupil from our school to win the coveted 
award since we joined Ulster Schools Football. 
Pictured are Jimmy Smyth, Chairman of Ulster 
Schools’ GAA Council, and Oonagh Murtagh, 
Head of South Business Centre at Danske Bank 
as they present Tiarnan with his award.

Year 8 Mid Ulster Schools 
Football Tournament

 Miss McAtamney and Miss Devlin took a group 
of senior students to the SSE Arena for the 
Belfast Friendship Four Ice Hockey clash of 
Union and Yale.

SSE Arena Trip

 Holy Trinity College hosted its 
first ever Christmas Market in the 
school on 17th December.  The 
event included stalls selling a 
range of home and hand-made products, as well as visits from 
Santa and a Silent Santa for those wanting a more peaceful visit 
with the man himself.  The event was a huge success and is set to 
become a regular feature on our festive calendar.

Christmas 
Market
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Our A Level Business students had a great day visiting Golf Now, 
the world’s leading tee-time market place premises in Belfast.  
They received presentations from the HR, marketing and sales 
departments and even had time to practice their swings on the golf 
simulator.  Many thanks to Golf Now for the opportunity and for the 
generous goodie bags!

In January a group of staff and pupils 
headed to the French Alpine resort Le 
Corbier for an action packed week of skiing 
fun.  They got glorious conditions as they 
practised their techniques on this biennial 
trip.  A brilliant experience was had by all.

Ski Trip

Our annual Open Night took 
place on 24th January and 
provided us with the opportunity 
to showcase all that Holy Trinity 
College has to offer.  The pupils 
who attended thoroughly 
enjoyed all the activities on offer 
and were very enthused about 
the experiences they had.  We 
look forward to welcoming the 
new cohorts in September.

Open Night

HTC pupils 
celebrated 
Catholic Schools 
Week by attending 
daily Mass, making 
St. Brigid Crosses 
and fundraising 
for the Alzheimer’s 
Society.  Well done 
to all involved.

 Congratulations to Year 12 student Philomena Foster who came 
2nd place in the Regional Final of the ‘Future Chefs’ competition 

in connection with South West College, Dungannon.  A great 
achievement for this young lady.  Well done Philomena!

Future Chefs Competition 

FEBRUARY

Year 13 student Aife Quinn completed a work 
experience placement between 18th-21st February 
with Deloitte.  This was a fantastic opportunity 
which involved Aife completing a presentation 
around the future of work within the technology 
industry.  Aife is pictured at the Deloitte Belfast 
work experience graduation ceremony.

Deloitte Work 
Experience

Golf Now

JANUARY

Catholic 
Schools Week
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On Thursday, 28th March 2019 hundreds of people 
gathered in St. Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh for the 
annual Diocesan Pope John Paul II Award Ceremony. 
This event, celebrated by Archbishop Eamon Martin, 
took place to rejoice in the gifts and talents of over 350 
young people who were there to receive awards for 
volunteering in their respective parishes, communities 
and schools.

The Award Ceremony itself wasn’t a passive experience 
for those involved. The young people and their 
schools/parishes were actively involved throughout 
the whole ceremony, with Kehan Casey from Holy 
Trinity College taking part in the Offertory Procession. 
HTC had 26 pupils who all achieved the Gold Award.  

The evening was accompanied throughout with 
the outstanding singing and music provided 
by our Senior Choir, conducted by Miss. Roisin 
McCurry and accompanied by Mr McGartland.

Pope John Paul Award

In March our students and staff participated in the Anti-
Bullying Ambassador Training.  The school hosted a 

number of feeder primary schools and other students 
from across Northern Ireland in this worthwhile initiative 

to equip our young people with the necessary skills to 
be pro-active in promoting the anti-bullying message 

throughout our schools.

MARCH

Colour Run
This month 48 of our Year 8 girls took part 
in a colour run event at MUSA. All the girls 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves as can be 
seen by the pictures. A huge thanks to Miss 
Laverty for organising the event.

Anti-Bullying 
Training

On Wednesday 27th March Year 
12 pupils and their counterparts 
in Cookstown High School 
attended an Interview Skills/ 
Assessment day in association 
with Eye4Education as part of 
a shared education careers 
project.  Students had an 
excellent opportunity to be 
interviewed by a variety of local 
and national employers and take 
part in a range of recruitment 
and selection techniques.

Eye 4 Education 
Interview Skills Day

Pictured with Holocaust survivor, Janine 
Webber, are Year 14 History students Laura 
Doris and Oliwia Ekiert.  The girls travelled 
to Poland on March 5th and visited the 
Auschwitz – Birkenau museum and memorial 
sites as part of the T: BUC funded ‘Lessons 
from Auschwitz Project’.

Poland Trip
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On 6th May Holy Trinity College 
hosted its inaugural Golf Classic at 
Killymoon Golf Club.  A total of sixty 
4-ball teams passed through the HTC 
Arch to compete in a hotly contested 
competition, with Paddy Girvan’s team 
winning the overall prize.  A great 
day was had by all with lots of funds 
being raised for our new school build. 
A huge thanks is extended to all our 
sponsors for their help and support, 
with particular thanks to our main 
sponsor Patrick Kelly of The Tileshed.

Congratulations to the STEM Club who 
had a great day at the annual GreenPower 

race at Kirkistown Race track.  The team 
finished 5th overall against some very 

strong teams and also won the Portfolio 
award.  Well done everyone!

Isabel Brennan from Concern Worldwide visited 
our school to collect a cheque for £551.81 which 
the Pope John Paul students raised through 
various different fundraising events across the 
school.  These included a sponsored silence 
at KS3, a bake sale and the Pope John Paul II 
students themselves took part in a sponsored 
24hr fast from either social media or food.

Concern 
Fundraising 

Green Power Race

Golf Classic:

MAY

On 16th April another Ulster title was brought 
back to Holy Trinity College.  The team 
showed great determination and desire to 
bring the Treanor Cup back to the school.  
Missing six players due to injury and illness, 
they defied the odds and held strong for a 
two point victory over St. Paul’s Bessbrook.  
It ranks as one of the best Ulster Finals our 
school has ever won.

Danske Bank Treanor 
Cup Ulster 
Champions 

U14 Girls Ulster 
Semi-Final
In April our U14 girls made a gallant effort 
during their Ulster Semi Final against St. Mary’s 
Magherafelt.  The girls unfortunately lost by 2 
points on the day but the effort and commitment 
they showed from early January was very 
admirable.  Well done to those involved.

APRIL

Sponsored Walk

The 8th and 10th April saw the 
whole school participate in a 

sponsored walk with all funds 
raised going towards our new 

school build project.  A huge thanks 
to our main sponsors J&K Transport 

who provided the buses to bring 
pupils to the walk at MUSA, and 

to Todd’s Leap, NIAVAC, Keystone 
Lintels and JDC Building Works for 

supporting the event.
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LEAVERS’ CELEBRATION 
LUNCH

GOODBYE YEAR 14
As we reach the end of this academic year we bid a fond farewell to our class of 2019.  
We hope you are incredibly proud of all you have achieved during your time here; 
we have relished being part of your highlights and successes.  You have been fine 
ambassadors for the school and we wish you every success as you enter the next 
stage of your education and beyond.

“The time comes 
when every fledgling 

has to fly the nest, 
but never fear to 

spread your wings.”

On 9th May a celebration lunch was held for 
our Year 14 pupils and they were presented 
with their leavers’ jumpers.  Pupils enjoyed the 
delights of freshly cooked pizza by Cathal from 
IL Carro Della Pizza.  It was a great afternoon to 
take a break from the studying and relax.

Leavers’ 
Celebration Lunch

Year 14 Formal
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