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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
TE RĀTAPU TEKAU MĀ WHITU O HE WĀ NOA IHO

Living God’s Love – Welcoming – Worshipping

Sunday 26 July 2020

FROM THE PRECENTOR
“The Kingdom of heaven is like”. This is the sentence we will hear quite a few times in today’s
gospel. What is the Kingdom of God, Kingdom of heaven, like for you? Where do you see it?
How can you recognise it? Is it here or not?
Personally, the words of Jesus that emphasise the presence of that Kingdom in our midst
strongly resonate with me. Yes, I am aware, some people might be struggling with the
picture of a Kingdom. It might be too patriarchal and masculine, as power and might were
and are often abused in our human kingdoms. It is hard to speak about God’s Kingdom when
your only idea of a monarch is either a despotic ruler that oppresses the subjects, or an
almost agnostic monarch, that makes sure the system functions, but never or rarely gets
involved in the daily life of the people of their realm.
I am not one of those who wish to throw the baby out with the dirty water. Jesus speaks in a
time when kingdoms are the norm and when reflecting upon the good nature of a monarch
was crucial. He uses a picture his disciples understand, though the Emperor is far away, in
Rome.
But there is something else more important. How do you imagine that Kingdom, or, if you
wish, God’s rule? Unfortunately, too often, Christians preferred to think of it as something at
the end of days, that comes as a reward for someone’s good life. That might be fine, but it
doesn’t emphasise enough the fact that the Kingdom is already, now, among us, not realised
in fulness, but already here. The way we live and incarnate that Kingdom among those we
meet determines in which way God’s Kingdom is prepared here on earth. Not in a sense of
some Moralistic therapeutic deism (MTD), so popular today. The term was first introduced in
the 2005 book ‘Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers’ by
sociologists C. Smith and M. Lundquist Denton. Its common beliefs are: a God exists who
created and ordered the world and watches over human life on earth; God wants people to
be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions; the
central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself; God does not need to be
particularly involved in one's life except when God is needed to resolve a problem; good
people go to heaven when they die (thank you, Wikipedia).
The Kingdom of God does not numb us, it awakens us. It awakens us to be passionate for the
common good, for justice and peace, for making a difference, inspired by our faith, knowing
that our calling is to work for a good already here, but not in order to receive some eternal
payment. We are to do something and transform society, because the Kingdom of heaven
will become visible among us in that way.

Fr Ivica

SUNDAY WORSHIP
26 July 2020
EUCHARIST
8am Bishop Selwyn Chapel
Presider & Preacher:
The Reverend Sarah West

Cathedral Curate

Readings:
1 Kings 3:5-12;
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
CHORAL EUCHARIST
10am The Nave
Setting:
Short Communion Service, Thomas Tallis

Presider
The Reverend Ivica Gregurec
Preacher
The Reverend Sarah West

Cathedral Curate

Readings:
1 Kings 3:5-12;
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
CHORAL EVENSONG
with St Mary’s Singers
5pm The Chancel
8pm TAIZÉ PRAYER
Bishop Selwyn Chapel

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
MIDDAY EUCHARIST
12:15pm Marsden Chapel
Monday-Thursday
MIDWEEK
CHORAL EVENSONG
6pm The Chancel
(Enter through Patteson
Entrance)

ST STEPHEN’S
CHAPEL

12 Judge Street, Parnell
HOLY COMMUNION
9am EVERY SUNDAY

26 July, Presiding Priest
The Reverend Bruce Keeley
Readings:
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

We pray for…
 Bishop Ross as he leads the Diocese, and for Bishop
Kito in Te Tai Tokerau.
 Archbishops Don, Philip and Cama.
 We continue to hold Bishop Jim and his family in our prayers.
 The Dean and clergy team who lead and serve this Cathedral
community. Give them strength, wisdom and understanding in the
knowledge that you protect and love them as they continue their
ministry in this place.
A sense of concern for others
that we may reveal God’s love
and show forth His glory in our
everyday life.
One another, our families and
friends, through whom we learn
to love and be loved. All widows
and widowers in our Cathedral
community. Those shaken by
tragedy and struggling with grief.
Give them a sense of your love
and grace.
Those who seek to support
others and care for the homeless
and impoverished. Especially
Auckland City Mission, the
Anglican Trust for Women and
Children and the Selwyn
Foundation.
Our government, politicians and
leaders and our country as we
prepare to go to the polls in
November this year.

The world’s poorest nations
struggling with debt and the
financial inability to provide
adequate health care for their
people.
All people who feel marginalized
and are attempting to make
their frustrations known. That
looting and violence will not
become part of any response to
the problem of inequality.
We pray for those who have
died and those whose
anniversaries occur at this time.
Eternal rest grant to them and
may light perpetual shine upon
them.
THE CATHEDRAL PRAYER CHAIN
is a group of parishioners
committed to respond promptly
to any requests for confidential
prayer. Contact: Lynette Wright
09 845 0260

Cathedral Kids starts again this Sunday at the 10am service. Children will
depart with ‘Ofa after the blessing to take part in fun activities in the
undercroft and will return during communion. All children welcome!
Mainly Music has started for term three. Meet in the Undercroft on Mondays
at 9.30am. No need to register, just come!
AUCKLAND CITY MISSION: In the last financial year the Mission distributed
over 35,000 emergency food parcels so, please keep those tins coming. If
you would rather like to donate money please click here. Your donation
could provide food for a family, a doctors visit or a place to call home.
ANGLICAN TRUST FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN supports up to 3000 and
their families/whanau across Auckland through a range of vital services and
programmes based in the homes, schools and communities they serve.
Thank you for the pyjamas and keep them coming. Winter is still here, and
vulnerable children still need your help.
Do you have great minute-taking skills? We need a volunteer to take
minutes for our Resources Board meetings. Commitment: 2-3hrs per month.
Please contact Merle on 09 303 9500 or office@holy-trinity.org.nz
MAINLY MUSIC Facilitator: Do you enjoy music and engaging with small
children? If so, why not volunteer for this important ministry at the
Cathedral on Mondays from 9.30am during school term. If you are
interested, please contact Dean Anne at htcdean@holy-trinity.org.nz
CAN YOU HELP? We are taking a few memorials in St
Mary’s over the coming weeks and unfortunately the
lectern eagle is looking a little neglected again. If you
have some spare time and would like to help polish her
please contact Merle in the office. The more the merrier!
Cleaning solution and cloths provided though you might
prefer to bring your own cloth or two along. Thank you!

For your Diary
FEELING A DIVINE PRESENCE: In the
Light of Different Faiths
Wednesday 29 July 7-9pm
Mercy Spirituality Centre
104 The Drive, Epsom, Auckland

AFTER THE GREAT PAUSE
What could we do differently or keep
the same? An invitation to join the
Dean in the Undercroft at midday on
Sunday 16 August for soup and rolls.
Afterwards we will be given an
opportunity to reflect on our
lockdown experiences and what we
might like to consider as a Cathedral
going forward. RSVP the office for
catering.

OPEN4EM meets on Monday 27 July
7pm for a shared meal and
discussion, at the home of the
Malans. The topic is The history of
Panmure/Mt Wellington presented by
Katherine MacIntyre. For more
information about Open4EM please
call Margaret Malan (09 5294003) or
Mariana (027 4909 248)

Auckland Choral presents ‘LIGHT’
Saturday 28 August 7:30pm
Holy Trinity Cathedral Nave
To book click here
Conductor: Uwe Grodd
Organ: Dr Philip Smith
MONDAY BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES
17,24,31 August & 7,14 September
Friends Room 7-8.30pm
Join us as we explore the book
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith
of Others written by bestselling
author, Barbara Brown Taylor, who
tackles the questions, worries, and
concerns that arise when we
encounter ‘difference’ and ‘others’.
Book online here
SUNDAY ORGAN AT NOON RECITALS
Holy Trinity Cathedral Nave
Series Dates:
13 September
Recital 2
In the Nave
Zosia Herlihy-O’Brien
Sunday 8 November
Recital 3
In the Nave
Stephen Vincent
Special Offer for our Cathedral Community:
HANDEL’S SEMELE tickets will be available
for $79* if you use the code CATHEDRAL
when you book. *Booking fees apply Click
the picture below to book.

LIVE STREAMING OF OUR
10AM SERVICE

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
CATHEDRAL

Please note that the
following TWO Sundays
(26 July and 2 August) will
be live streamed. Thereafter
live streaming of our 10am
service will take place once a
month on the first Sunday
only.

BNZ Account: Holy Trinity
Cathedral a/c no:
02 0192 0031919 00

TOURIST VISITING HOURS
Mon–Thurs
10am to 1pm

DEAN OF AUCKLAND
The Very Reverend Anne Mills
027 680 5922
htcdean@holy-trinity.org.nz

For a receipt enter your
name as reference
Or click DONATE now

OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Thurs
9am-3pm
Closed Fridays
446 Parnell Road,
Parnell, Auckland, 1052

CATHEDRAL SECRETARY
AND PA TO THE DEAN
Merle Abbot
O9 303 9500
office@holy-trinity.org.nz

ivica@holy-trinity.org.nz
www.facebook.com/holy.t.cathedral
www.holy-trinity.org.nz

curate@holy-trinity.org.nz

https://bit.ly/HTCYouTube

