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Heni Te Kiri Karamu of Gate Pa (1864)

Heni Te Kiri Karamu was born in 1840. Later in her life she was active in Maori concerns in 
Rotorua, where she died in 1933. She is best remembered as the compassionate heroine of 
the 1864 battle at Gate Pa on the outskirts of Tauranga. During a lull in the conflict, Heni 
heard a cry for help from a mortally wounded British officer. She crept down to where the 
officer lay and gave him and some others water to drink. It was discovered later that the 
defendants had been exhorted with the text: “If thine enemy hunger, feed him: if he thirst, 
give him drink.”

Sentences
I wahia e ia nga kohatu i te koraha; a me te mea no nga rire nui tana wai hei inu ma ratou.  
                                           Waiata 78:15

You, O God, split rocks in the wilderness and gave the people drink in plenty as from the 
great deep.                                        Psalm 78:15

Collects
E te Kaihoko o te ao, 
nau te kupu, 
ki te hiakai o matou hoariri me whangai, 
ki te matewai me whakainu 
penei i ai Heni Te Kiri Karamu 
i whakainu ra i te hoariri 
i roto i nga pakanga i Pukehinahina: 
Meinga matou kia aroha
ki o matou hoariri 
ki o matou hoatata; 
ki te kororia o te Atua Matua o te katoa. Amine.

Gracious and merciful God, in faithful obedience to your Son’s command, Heni Te Kiri Karamu 
gave drink  to her enemy at Pukehinahina; grant to us also aroha for our adversary and our 
neighbour;  through Jesus Christ our Saviour,who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Psalms   107:1-9
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
   those he redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands,



   from the east and from the west,
   from the north and from the south.
Some wandered in desert wastes,
   finding no way to an inhabited town;
hungry and thirsty,
   their soul fainted within them.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
   and he delivered them from their distress;
he led them by a straight way,
   until they reached an inhabited town.
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
   for his wonderful works to humankind.
For he satisfies the thirsty,
   and the hungry he fills with good things.

Readings
           Zechariah 14:8-11
On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and 
half of them to the western sea; it shall continue in summer as in winter.
And the Lord will become king over all the earth; on that day the Lord will be one and his 
name one.
The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But 
Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of the former 
gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses. And it 
shall be inhabited, for never again shall it be doomed to destruction; Jerusalem shall abide in 
security. 
 

Revelation 7:13-17
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These 
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
   and worship him day and night within his temple,
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
   the sun will not strike them,
   nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’
  

John 4:7-15
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and 
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to 
keep coming here to draw water.’


