Evening Prayer

Or
EVENSONG
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ASCENSION DAY




Sentence To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; lo,
he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice.
O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel is he
that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.
Ps 68:33-35

Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty God and of the whole
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise
and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as for ourselves,
that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth in our lives the
fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all such things as their well-being doth require.
Wherefore let us be in silence and remember God’s presence with us now.

O God, our Father,

we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed:
we have not loved thee with all our heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee;

cleanse us from our sins;

and help us to overcome our faults;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
Pronounced by the Officiant.

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins,
time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Officiant and People together.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will
be done; in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kihgdom, The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, open thou our lips;

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us;

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord;

The Lord’s Name be praised.



PSALM 80 - Domine, Dominus nhoster

O LORD our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world; * thou that hast set thy
glory above the heavens!

2 Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, because of
thine enemies, * that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

3 When | consider thy heavens, even the work of thy fingers; * the moon and the stars
which thou hast ordained,;

4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? * and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
5 Thou madest him lower than the angels, * to crown him with glory and worship.

6 Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands; * and thou hast put all
things in subjection under his feet:

7 All sheep and oxen; * yea, and the beasts of the field;

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea; * and whatsoever walketh through the paths
of the seas.

9 O LORD our Governor, * how excellent is thy Name in all the world!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
is written in the first chapter of the Acts of the apostles, beginning at the 1st verse.

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. This’, he said, ‘is what you
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.’

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’

Here endeth the first lesson.

MAGNIFICAT
My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts.



He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

THE SECOND LESSON
is written in the twenty-fourth chapter of the Holy Gospel according to Luke,
beginning at the 44th verse.

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he
said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, | am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.’

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.

Here endeth the second lesson.

NUNC DIMITTIS
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; which thou hast prepared: before the face of all
people; to be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion
of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy wiill
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kihgdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen;
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thy inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens;

SO we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell,

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour.
Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Homiily or Reflection may be shared.



Litany may be used, or other prayers chosen by the Officiant. All prayers conclude with
Prayer of Saint Chrisostom (page 9).

O God the Father, of heaven: have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world: have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son: have mercy upon us.

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons and one God: have mercy upon us.
Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of our forefathers: spare us, good Lord,
spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most precious blood, and be not
angry with us for ever.

Spare us, good Lord.

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vain-glory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and
malice, and all uncharitableness,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From lightning and tempest; from plague, pestilence, and famine; from battle and
murder, and from sudden death,
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion; from hardness of heart, and contempt
of thy word and commandment,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and Circumcision; by thy
Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By thine Agony amid bloody sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and
Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension; amid by the coming of the Holy Ghost,
Good Lord, deliver us.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our wealth; in the hour of death, and in the day
of judgement,
Good Lord, deliver us.

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule
and govern thy holy Church universal in the right way
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to keep and strengthen in the true worshipping of thee, in
righteousness and holiness of life, thy servant Elizabeth, our most gracious Queen;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to rule her heart in thy faith, fear, and love, and that she may
evermore have affiance in thee, and ever seek thy honour and glory;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.



That it may please thee to illuminate all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with true
knowledge and understanding of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living
they may set it forth, and shew it accordingly
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to further the work of thy Church in all the world, and to send
forth labourers into the harvest;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to give us an heart to love thee, and diligently to live after thy
commandments;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to give to all thy people increase of grace to hear meekly thy
Word, and to receive it with pure affection, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are
deceived;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand ; and to comfort and help the
weak-hearted ; and to raise up them that fall and finally to beat down Satan under our feet;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to succour, help, and comfort, all that are in danger, necessity,
and tribulation;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to preserve all that travel by land, or air, or by water, all women
labouring of child, all sick persons, and young children; and to shew thy pity upon all
prisoners and captives;

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to defend, and provide for, the parentless children, and widows,
and all that are desolate and oppressed;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to have mercy upon all;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.



That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn
their hearts
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the kindly fruits of the earth, so as
in due time we may enjoy them;
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences,
and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives
according to thy holy Word,;

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

Son of God : we beseech thee to hear us.

O Lamb of God : that takest away the sins of the world;
Grant us thy peace.

O Lamb of God : that takest away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplications unto thee; and dost promise, that when two or three are gathered together in
thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy
servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.

Amen.

The Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you
always. Amen.



Holy Trinity Cathedral
Living God'’s Love
Welcoming, Worshipping, Nourishing, Empowering

CATHEDRAL COLLECT

Loving God, the source of all life, as we worship
you and rejoice at your presence in our midst;
open our hearts that we may always be a
welcoming and nourishing community;
empowering each other to be active in your
service, through Jesus Christ, Redeemer of the
world. Amen.

This service is based on and adapted from:
The Shorter Prayer Book being an abbreviated form of the Book of Common Prayer
with some additional matter, London, Third Edition, 1948.
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/Shorter/shorter.htm



