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by Danielle Krysa, The Jealous Curator

Imperial Dynasty, two
very powerful words that
immediately conjure up dramatic
images, rich colors, detailed
patterns, and historical
narratives. Now, what would
happen if I gave these words to
twenty amazingly talented artists,
from all over North America, to use
as creative inspiration? Honestly, I
was on the edge of my curatorial
seat waiting to see what these
artists might do. I knew the work
would be beautiful, but how would they
interpret Imperial Dynasty - intricate
design, florals, stories from the past?
Yes, yes, yes, and more! Needless to
say, I fell off my aforementioned
curatorial seat. These artists have
created stunning original works ranging
from large-scale Cyanotype bonsai trees, to
wooden dahlias, to - obviously - a
watercolor portrait of Krystle Carrington of
Dynasty fame. Yes, everything about this show
is exactly as I’d hoped - dramatic
images, rich colors, detailed
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writer/curator behind the contemporary art site,
The Jealous Curator. Danielle has curated shows from
Washington DC to Los Angeles, San Francisco to Toronto. In 2014 she
published two books, both with Chronicle Books, titled “Creative Block” and
“Collage”. Her third book, ”Your Inner Critic Is A Big Jerk” was released in
October 2016. Danielle has also had the great pleasure of speaking at TEDx,
PIXAR, Creative Mornings, CreativeLive, and was interviewed for several
video segments on oprah.com. The Jealous Curator has been featured by
Oprah Magazine, Fast Company, The Huffington Post, Brain Pickings,
Communication Arts Magazine, Frankie Magazine, InsideOut
Magazine, Glamour Paris, and more.
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Amy Wilson Faville is an artist who looks for beauty in
the unbeautiful. Her subjects have included homeless
carts, discarded mattresses, dumped furniture, and piles
of trash. She is a 2007 Artadia awardee, and was artist
in residence at Recology San Francisco in 2013. Her
work has been exhibited at numerous venues including
the Napa Valley Museum, the Sonoma Museum of Visual
Art, the San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, the
American Institute of Architects, Rena Bransten
Gallery, the Bedford Gallery, and the RB Stevenson
Gallery, and is in the collection of the Achenbach
Foundation for Graphic Arts. She lives in Oakland,
California.

Collage artist/illustrator Anthony
Zinonos works with understated
expression, drawing on the visual impact
of negative space and simplicity. He has
exhibited his collages worldwide and
produced works for clients such as Clinque,
Miu Miu , Ace Hotel and Kate Spade.

Ben Skinner moves fluidly from a
multitude of media that can range
from plaster, to flocking, neonto
mirror toto candy sprinkles. His
text based works shift between
interpretations while winking
knowingly at the viewer. He graduated
with a BFA in Interdisciplinary Fine
Art from the Nova Scotia College of Art
& Design in 2000, and with an MFA in Art
& Technology from the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago in 2003. Ben has
called Vancouver, BC home since 2006.

Los Angeles based artist Bunnie
'Bonnie' Reiss creates to bring
together. Materials, community,
cultures, experiences, the past and
the present, are all part of her visual
catalog. She wishes to map out unusual
lives, find hidden and forgotten places,
build a unique visual history, and weave it
all together as one. She is a natural
storyteller, time-traveler and lover of all
that is us, and she lives in a world filled
with magic and imagination.

Carlson Hatton is a Los Angeles
based painter and arts educator
who is represented by Patrick
Painter and a tenured professor at
Santa Monica College. He studied at
the Cooper Union in New York and the
Ateliers in Amsterdam under David Reed,
Marlene Dumas and Georg Herold. His
vivid, mixed-media paintings create
environments that draw upon cubism and
construct bizarre and visually dense worlds
that explore our estranged relation to
nature and one another. Exhibitions include:
the Torrance Art Museum, The Oxnard Museum of
fine art, the Wiseman Collection, and the
Bonnefanten Museum in the Netherlands. His third
solo show at Patrick Painter just opened in April
and he is currently creating Ten, 8’x20’ long
panels, for a permanent art installation at a Metro
Station in Los Angeles that’s scheduled to open in
2018.

Casey Roberts' (Indianapolis) work illustrates a
fantastic landscape. It represents nature's subtle
way of dealing with the peculiar aspects in the
relationship with mankind. A giant glow-in-the-dark
heart, or a pile of precious gems tells us that we
are loved, just as blood squirting from an oak tree
trunk says, all is not well. He is inspired by his
conversation with the landscape, imagining long
monologues when pine forests make him laugh and
mountains test his patience.

Danielle Krysa has a BFA in Visual Arts,
and a post-grad in graphic design. She is
a mixed media collage artist who creates
simple compositions using vintage images, a
few strokes of paint, and a whole lot of
humor. (Danielle is the writer behind the
contemporary art site, The Jealous Curator, and
the author of “Creative Block”, “Collage”and
“Your Inner Critic Is A Big Jerk”.)

Originally from California, Elise
Wehle studied art at Brigham Young
University in Utah, but it was a year
long trip to Spain that proved to be
the most formative experience for
Wehle's artwork. Surrounded by the
patterns that cover Andalucía, she began
using similar patterns within her own work.
She later applied these and other patterns to
paper through intricate cut outs. She explains,
"For me paper cutting possesses a human
presence, imperfect but dedicated. It almost
convinces its audience it was created through laser
cutting or some othermachine-based process until
they look closely at the irregularities, the small
mistakes, that prove it was all done by hand. Pattern
relates to this concept, and I directly associate
pattern with these same kind of hands-on, laborious
methods. There is something about pattern that naturally
fits into the themes of dedication, craft, and devotion, all
of which I value in my creative process." Wehle currently
lives in Utah with her husband and daughter.

Greg Hart is a painter and has been
living in Charleston for 13 years. A
native to the state, he graduated from
the University of South Carolina in
2001. Hart later studied at the Atlanta
College of Art and freelanced as an
illustrator with work appearing in The
Washington Post, Utne Reader, and USA
Today. His fine art work is based on
photography, usually portraits, and has been
featured in Charleston Magazine, The Jealous
Curator, Art Hound, and Four Charlotte.

Janna Watson's compelling abstract
compositions use colour, line, and
energetic brushstrokes to evoke emotion in
the viewer. Her work possesses an elegant and
powerful energy, created with a carefully
balanced pairing of loose painting and gestural
mark-making. Watson's paintstrokes are feeling,
sensing, emotive “moments” that wholly refer to
this mark-making itself without retreating into
the sometimes alienating world of pure
abstraction. They are altogether honest and
confident, vulnerable and invocative portraits of
colour, texture, space, and movement.
Watson is a young artist who has quickly made an
impression on the contemporary art scene. Her work can
be found in several significant collections including the
TD Bank Financial Group, CIBC, the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, and
the HBC Global Art Collection in New York. Most recently,
she was selected to create a magnificent 11 x 31 foot
painting for the feature space in AURA, North America’s
largest condominium building. The Toronto-based artist has
exhibited across Canada and internationally.

Jennifer Davis is a Minneapolis-based
artist known for her imaginative paintings of
surreal creatures and whimsical characters. She has
participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions at venues such
as The Minneapolis Institute of Arts (Minneapolis, MN); The DeVos Art
Museum (Marquette, MI); Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History (Santa
Crus, CA); Lesher Center for the Arts (San Francisco, CA); Soo Visual
Arts Center (Minneapolis, MN); Foster Museum (Eau Claire, WI);
Bloomington Art Center (Bloomington, MN); and Turchin Center for the
Visual Arts (Boone, NC), as well as several galleries in major
cities across the United States. Davis is a recipient of the 2013
Next Step Fund Grant from theMinnesota Regional Arts
Council/McKnight Foundation. She holds a BFA from the University
of Minnesota.

Karin Bubaš lives and works
in Vancouver, BC. Since
studying at Emily Carr, she has
had solo exhibitions at the
Canadian Cultural Centre (Paris)
and the Charles H. Scott Gallery
(Vancouver). Her work has also been
exhibited at the Vancouver Art
Gallery, the Presentation House Gallery,
the Art Gallery of Ontario, and most
recently in the traveling exhibition
Material Girls at the Dunlop Art Gallery
(Regina) and the Doris McCarthy Gallery
(Scarborough). Bubaš was recently included in
the exhibition and screening series Traces That
Resemble Us, a project organized by The
Cinematheque which featured 12 of Vancouver’s most
iconic artists including Stan Douglas, Rodney
Graham, Myfanwy MacLeod, Jeff Wall, and Ian Wallace.
Her art is included in public collections including
the Vancouver Art Gallery, the Glenbow Museum, The
Royal Bank of Canada, TD Bank, as well as numerous other
corporate and private collections.

My inspiration comes from humor
in movies, music, and everyday
oddities in life. I love making
people smile and laugh with my work.
My paintings are little appreciations
for movies, music, animals, plants,
people who inspire me, family, shapes,
textures, and whatever else pops into my
head. I change mediums frequently because
I get bored easily, but my work generally
maintains a childlike, playful quality. My
goal is to make affordable art that people can
appreciate or relate to in some way.

Kirstin is a painter living in
Providence, Rhode Island and working
in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Kirstin
studied painting at the Rhode Island
School of Design, graduating with an MFA
in 2005. She began her studies as a
literature student at Brown University,
graduating in 2001 with Bachelors degrees
in both Literatures in English and Visual
Art. Kirstin’s work has been shown in venues
across the countryand abroad, recently showing
at Yellow Peril Gallery in Providence, RI, the
Lentos Museum in Linz, Austriaand Bunker
Projects in Pittsburgh, PA among others. She has
attended residencies at the Atlantic Center for
the Arts, Vermont Studio Center, Bunker Projects,
and the Wassaic Project. Kirstin's work is
represented by Darger HQ galleryin Omaha, Nebraska
and Silence is Accurate in New York. Upcoming shows
include a group exhibition at the Art Complex Museum
in Duxbury, MA in 2017.

Through my work, I engage in a
dialogue with perception and
cognition, asking what we can and
can’t know about ourselves and others,
the physical world, and the nature of
reality. Theoretical physics, religion,
history, and human psychology are all
inspirations in their attempts to address
these issues. Ambiguity and mystery are
important components of my work. I construct
mixed media collage-drawings often starting with
found images or elements from previous work,
stripping them of their original context through
editing, cutting and combining. Adding drawn line work
or painted geometric shapes and colors increases the
spatial and narrative ambiguity in my compositions. The
resulting hybrids embody the shifting, ungraspable nature of
reality by combining dissimilar or contrasting qualities:
organic/geometric, hard/soft, and dimensional/linear. Attempts
to reconcile or interpret them reveal the mechanisms by which we
try to understand and define what we see and experience. I also
make a more spontaneous body of sculptural works using readily
available materials such as wood, fabric, felt, hardware, and paint.
While my collages often read as renderings of invented
three-dimensional objects or spaces, in my sculptural constructions I
feel as if I’m translating the formal qualities and sensibilities of
my two-dimensional work into another dimension. Whether it originates
from personal narrative or in formal process, I approach my work as an
open-ended investigation of truth, reality and the unknowable.

Based in the San Francisco Bay area
since 1991, Lena Wolff is an artist
whose practice extends out of the
history of American craft traditions
while being equally connected to modern
abstraction, minimalism, Op art and
feminist art. Utilizing a range of material
approaches including drawing, paper collage,
wood sculpture, murals and public projects,
her work incorporates imagery from nature and
the geometric
abstractions of early American
quilts, forming an interplay of repeated
interconnected cosmic symbols.
Wolff has exhibited at the Headlands Center for
the Arts, the Legion of Honor Museum, The San
Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, Needles &
Pens, Southern Exposure, Traywick Contemporary,
CULT / Aimee Frieberg Exhibitions and New Image
Arts among other spaces. In addition to private
collections, her work is in the public collections
of the One Archive, the San Francisco Arts
Commission, the Alameda County Arts Commission,
Facebook, the Cleveland Clinic, the University of Iowa
Museum and the Zuckerman Museum of Art, among others.
In 2017, she will be an artist-in-residence at the De
Young Museum in San Francisco. Lena Wolff lives with
her wife, artist and illustrator, Miriam Klein Stahl and
their daughter Hazel in Berkeley, California.

Terrence
Payne is a
midwestern American
artist residing in
Minneapolis Minnesota. He has
exhibited his work at galleries,
universities and museums throughout the
midwest and his work can be found in
private and corporate collections around
the globe. Terrence’s artwork has
received critical acclaim and recognition
from Beautiful Decay,
Juxtapoz, Dwell
Magazine, Bust Magazine, It’s nice That,
The Jealous
Curator, Boooooom, and
The Minneapolis Star Tribune to name a
few. In the spring of 2002 Terrence
founded what was to become the
longest running artists collective in
Minneapolis called Rosalux Gallery. He has served as the leader of Rosalux
since the beginning, helping over 120 Minnesota artists realize their
artistic ambitions and further their studio careers through their
relationship with the gallery.
The main theme found in Terrence Payne’s artwork is community. He is
interested in how people use their relationships with one another to
build on their own identity as well as to influence the behaviors of
those around them. Terrence uses the aggravated playfulness of his
large-scale oil pastel drawings to create archetypical portraits of
specific types of individuals which when put together in groups portray
segments of communities and theirrelationships with one another. He
accomplishes this by using an accessible visual language along with
refined organic forms, text, patterns and costuming to lure his viewer
in and create a relationship with his work based on shared experience.
Typically Terrence will use a single pattern to unify a body of work
and identify the overall theme of that community and then let the
figures,
objects and
narratives define the individuals within
that community.
The humorous and empathetic allegories resulting
from Payne’s creations may leave more questions than answers to his
initial queries, but will surely offer entertaining comforts for his
audience nonetheless.with one another. He accomplishes this by
using an accessible visual
language along with refined organic
forms, text, patterns and costuming to lure his viewer in and
create a relationship with his work based on shared experience.
Typically Terrence will use a single pattern to unify a body of
work and identify the overall theme of that community and then let
the figures, objects and narratives define the individuals within
that community. The humorous and empathetic allegories resulting
from Payne’s creations may leave more questions than answers to
his initial queries, but will surely offer entertaining comforts
for his audience nonetheless.

Tiffanie Turner is a fine
artist specializing in
botanical-based sculpture. She
is also a licensed California
architect, an instructor, and the
author of The Fine Art of Paper
Flowers (August 2017 on Ten Speed
Press).
Her work has been exhibited at Tower
Hill Botanical Garden, Bedford
Gallery, Jack Fischer Gallery, the San
Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San
Francisco's Asian Art Museum, and at the
de Young Museum in San Francisco during a
month-long artist residency in 2016.
Tiffanie’s work has appeared in Vogue,
American Craft, the San Francisco Chronicle,
and O, The Oprah Magazine and been featured
online on Design*Sponge, The Jealous Curator,
and Poppytalk, among others.
Raised in the woods of New Hampshire, Tiffanie
now resides with her husband and two children in
San Francisco, California, where she has lived for
the past twenty years.

Vincent Serritella was born in 1975
in Miami, Florida. He studied at
both the Maryland Institute, College
of Art in Baltimore, Maryland and at
The Cooper Union in New York City
where he received his degree in fine
art. Serritella has already been
included in various important exhibitions
including “L'Art de vivre” at Chateau
L'Hospitaletin Narbonne, France; “Water
Rites” at The Audrey Love Gallery in Miami,
Florida;“Ruminations On Pop Art” at Sandra
Lee Gallery, San Francisco, CA; "Young Latin
Contemporaries" at Nassau County Museum Of Art,
Manhasset, NY. Serritella presented the 2015
Webby Honoree winning project, Project 365 at The
Children’s Creativity Museum in San Francisco, CA
which has been published and awarded
"Outstanding Book Of The Year: Arts Craftsmenship”
by the 2015 IPPY Awards. Serritella currently lives
and works in the San Francisco Bay Area, CA..

Trey Speegle is an American contemporary
painter and writer based in New York. His
new book, "Transform Your Life with Color
By Number" was published on election day
2016 by Regan Arts. His work employs
vintage paint-by-number kits as his source
material and he uses them as a “visual
vocabulary” that he often juxtaposes with
text. He has collaborated with Anthropology,
Squarespace and Stella McCartney and his
large-scale prints are available through
Twyla.com.
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