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BROUGHT TO  YOU BY

custom made modern L shaped 
desk made out of ONE sheet of 

plywood. Not only does this make 
it affordable, also creative. 
It needs to be structural and 

aesthetically pleasing to the eye.

Be sure to 

watch the 

Buy or DIY 

episode!

BUY       D Yor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouqYCrgy06M
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DIY Modern Desk Build

1. For this project, I’ve outlined 
a complete map to make your 
cuts on your 4x8 plywood 
sheet. Follow the cut sheet and 
using a circular saw to cut out 
your pieces. When you’re done, 
all you should have left over is 
2- 1 ½ X 3” pieces and 1- 1.5x 
48” sliver. All in all - that’s not 
bad. 

2. The only bit of wood I 
needed to outsource was my 
support legs. I know I know, 
technically this means I didn’t 
make the whole 
desk out of my one 
sheet of plywood 
but this wood was 
so crucial and I still 
stayed within my 
budget. I sourced 
2 - 2x2x8 boards 
and cut them into 
4 pieces. 2 at 22” 
and 2 at 24 ¾. 

3. Once your 
pieces are cut, 
make a frame 
with your two 
22” pieces on 
the top and 
bottom and 
two 24 ¾ pieces on the 
sides. Attach using wood glue, 
pre-drill two holes on each end 
and screw together using 3” 
wood screws. 

Letitia isn’t your average girly girl. She likes a mix of  
mid-century and modern, neutral colour tones, light 
wood colours and leans towards androgynous looks  

over feminin. A girl to my heart - Truly. 

Materials

Materials

3. Use glue and nails  to attach sides of cubby

2. Build legs with 2x2

3. Attach sides and wood together

Everything you need only one click away!Edge Banding 
2” brad nails 
Stain 
Tack Cloth 
Small Corner Brackets 
Small 1” L Brackets 
4 - 8” Corner Brackets 
Wood Filler 

Finish 
8 - 8x3” wood screws 
4 - 8x1 ¾” wood screws 
220 grit sandpaper 
Iron 
18 - 10x ¾ inch wood 
screws 
2 - 2x2x8 

Maple  
Plywood - 4x8 
Drill

Wood Cuts:
Follow Instructional Map
2 - 2x2 pieces at 22”
2 - 2x2 pieces at 24 ¾  

2. Use glue and screws

Plywood 
Instructional 

Map

http://bit.ly/letitiadesk
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4. Get ready to put desk together.  
Plywood face-up and attach 

10.5x18x6 piece to be attached

4. Begin to put together your 
desk! Using wood glue and 2” 
brad nails, carefully begin to 
put the puzzle piece together 
starting with your desk cubby. 

Take your 23 ½ x 48 inch board, 
place it face up on your work 
table and attach your two 
23 ½ inch X 3” boards 
to the sides and your 46 
½ X 3 inch board to the 
back. Before you attach 
your cubby to the table 
top, place your corner 
bracket hardware and Mini 
L brackets inside the lower 
corners of your cubby. 
You’ll thank me for that 
preparation later. 

Once your cubby board is 
complete and secured with 
hardware, place it on top of 
your L shaped desktop and 
trace the top inside corners 
and back wall with a pencil. 
Pull off the cubby and attach 
your top hardware to the 
desktop using the pencil lines 
as your guide where they 
should go. 

Now, add wood glue 
to the top lip of your 
cubby and attach to your 
desktop. The hardware 
should fit perfectly and 
now all you need to do 
is attach any remaining 
hardware screws to the 
bottom cubby easily 
by reaching into the 3” 
cubby. 

Now add your two 
18x30x10.5 legs to 
each side of your desk 
on the smaller L frame 
desktop. Add two large  
8” L brackets to help 
add extra security. 
To crew in your L 
brackets, you’re going 
to need ¾” wood screws 
with a screw head # 10. This will 
ensure your screw fits the holes 
intended for the L brackets. 

As a last piece of integral 
insurance, take the last remaining 
boards which are 10.5x18x6 and 
add them to the corners and 
small edge side of your table 
top.  Again, secure with 2” brad 
nails from the top of the desk. 
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4. Attach angled legs with L brackets

4. Use nail gun

4. Attach brackets first!

4. Remember to use glue and nails
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5. Holy Smokes - do you see 
it yet!? Now add your final 
square frame to the other side 
of your table. This time, secure 
with wood glue and 4 - 2” 
wood screws.

6. Use wood filler to fill in any 
holes on your desktop. Let dry. 

7. Time to make this desk 
look pro and all you need to 
do is know how to use an iron. 
Take your edge banding and 
simply iron it onto the edge of 
your desk. Line up one edge 
of the banding to the edges 
of your desk. Any exposed 
elements of the banding, use 
a cutting blade to strip away 
the edges. It’s so easy, you’ll 
wonder how you’ve never 
used it before. 

8. Sand down your table using 
a 220 grit, removing any excess 
wood filler and rough edges. 

9. As a last step, stain and 
finish your desk the desired 
colour you want. I’ve opted 
to paint my support legs 
white to give it a really cool, 
modern look. 

VOILA - You’re 
very own DIY 
DESK - made 
out of 1 sheet 
of plywood 
...and 2- 2x2’s. 

5. Attach square frame  

with 2” wood screws

8. Sand down everything 

9. Paint the legs for a modern look

Be sure to 
watch the 

Buy or DIY 
episode!

6. Use wood filler
7. Add edge banding  

with an iron
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9. Stain the desk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouqYCrgy06M
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DIY Modern Desk Build

Plywood 
Instructional 

Map




