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This DIY build is great for small 
balconies looking for a unique 
show-stopper piece to elevate it 
to new heights. Get it... cause it’s  

a balcony. Let’s move on.

DIY Balcony Bench

Be sure to 

watch the 

Buy or DIY 

episode!

BUY       D Yor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMr9_MyzE_E
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1. Cut all your boards 
to the following 
dimensions listed 
above using a Mitre 
Saw. 

Cuts:
15: 1x4x40”
3: 1x4x24”
9: 4x4x12”
3: 2x4x62.5”
Cut lattice into two 
1x40” strips

2. Take three 4x4 
cuts and stand 
them up in front 
of you. Give the 
boards a light sand 
on the edges to 
take off any rough 
bits. 

3. Use your 
measuring tape 
and mark out 40 
inches of space. 
You want to place 
your first 4x4 on 
each end and 
roughly place the 
middle of the 
third piece at 20”. 
This will provide 
an equal distance 
between your 
blocks (maybe 
will a 1/8 of a 
inch off, but who 
cares). 

4. Take one 40” 1x4 and 
place it horizontally on 
top of the 4x4 blocks 
you measured out. Using 
a 3-inch wood screw, 
attach the board to the 
4x4 blocks. I used two 
screws per block to 
ensure that board was 
not going anywhere. 
Note, for outside blocks, 
I pre-drilled my holes 
through the 1x4 to 
ensure my wood didn’t 
split. 

The patio I’m building this balcony bench for measures 42” wide and 72” high. 
I’ve custom made my bench to fit this space but feel free to change your 

dimensions to fit your patio space perfectly! 

Materials
Wood
1 - 4X4X10
9 - 1X4X8
3 - 2X4X8
1 - 1X8 lattice Privacy Panel
Mitre Saw
Brad Nailer
1” Brad Nails/2”Brad Nails
3” Wood Screws

Drill Bit (pre-drill) 
Paint
2 wood crates
4 rugs
Hot Fabric Glue
Glue Gun
Pillow Inserts 2x 26x26
S Hooks
Planters

Everything you need only one click away!
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Materials

1. Wood Cuts

Bench

2. Sand the edges

3. Space the 4x4’s equallyRepeat this step 2 more 
times with the remaining 
6-4x4 blocks and 2-1x4 
boards.  When you’re finished, 
you should have 3 separated “E” shaped pieces. 

4. Attach the 1x4x40 to 
top of the 4x4

https://www.amazon.com/ideas/amzn1.account.AHBJ55GE6AN5J66SQK6YVEALINXA/2BZOM38DPLBWY?ref=exp_idea_aff_vl_coral
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NOTE: If you don’t have 

a brad nailer, you can 

simply continue to use 

wood screws or you could 

hammer flat head finishing 

nails. I love a brad nailer, 

because it’s fast, hides the 

nails well and it’s pretty 

fun to use once you get the 

hang of it! 

10. Attach lattice to the top

9. Attached the 1x4 boards to the back

5. Take your 3 E-shape brackets 
and turn them upside down, so that, 
the 1x4 boards are on the ground. 
Place them all horizontal to each 
other. Measure out a depth of 24 
inches and place two brackets on 
each end and one bracket in the 
middle of your 12” mark. 

6. Take 1- 24” 1x4 and attach it to 
the top of your 3 brackets using 
the same system you used in Step 
4.  This time, you should be securing 
your boards in the opposite 
direction as your bottom pieces. 
Repeat this step for all 3-24” 
boards. By the end, your base 
should be one connected piece. 

7. Take the remaining 40” 1x4 
boards and begin to attach them 
horizontally across your the top 
of your base using 1” brad nails. 
Because each 1x4 board is not 
a perfect “4-inch” (thank you 
nomenclature) it’s hard to provide 
a perfect distance between each 
board. I simply lined up all my 
boards and used a 3/8th guide 
between each. It wasn’t perfect 
at the end, but having a board 
1/8th of an inch off isn’t the end 
of the world, and it won’t be that 
noticeable in the end. I was 
able to fit 6 boards on the 
base. 

Congrats, you have a full base!  
You could simply stop here and 
you would still have a pretty 
awesome outdoor patio bench!

8. Take your 3- 2x4 boards 
@ 62.5  and attach each 
board vertically to your 4x4 
blocks in the back. To do 
this, I’ve used several (I used 
6)  3” wood screws. This is 
going to act as your back 
brace, so you want to make 
sure to secure it well! 

9.  Take the remaining 
1x4 boards and begin to attach 
them vertically across your 2x4 
beams using a brad nailer.  Again, 
you don’t need to be perfect about 
your spacing but you can use your 
3/8th guide. I’m not a perfectionist, 
so a little unruly spacing here and 
there isn’t so bad. I was able to fit 6 
boards. 

10. Take your 2 
lattice pieces and 
attach to the top of 
the remaining 2x4 
using your brad nailed. 
Try and line up the 
lattice crossings to the 
best you can. This will 
make it look nice and 
seamless. 
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6. Attaching brackets to base

5. Making the base of the bench

1. Wood Cuts

7. Use the brad nailer to  

attach 6 boards

8. Attach the 2x4 boards on the back
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11.  Paint! If you want to give your 
outdoor furniture piece some life, 
try adding some paint. I’ve opted 
to use an interior 1-coat paint. I 
know, I know - why on earth would 
I use interior paint for outdoor 
furniture piece? Well the truth it, 
the indoor paint is far more durable 
and can take wear and tear better. 
My piece is going to be sitting on 
a well shaded balcony, so I wasn’t 
worried about the paint fading. Use 
your best discretion when picking a 
paint and talk to an expert at your 
local hardware store for a second 
opinion. 

NO SEW PILLOWS
I love this DIY.  Its super simple and 
requires absolutely NO SEWING! 
Hurray! 

12. Source 4 cotton rugs of 
your choosing (choose the rug 
size based on the size of the 
seat, you can even use bath 
mats).

13. Load glue gun with fabric 
glue (it’s more flexible and 
washable than regular hot 
glue), and glue together the 
seams but leave 12” gap so 
you can load your pillow inserts

14. Stuff in your pillow inserts. 
I used 2x 16x26. For outdoor 
cushions, use polyester inserts… if 
they get wet, they are less likely to 
get moldy and are easy to wash 
(also cheaper). 

15. Finish off the seam opening 
with industrial strength velcro (hit 
the hardware store for this, the 
velcro you find in craft stores is 
better for light duty projects)

BAM! Do this again for the 
back pillow!

*Keep in mind, these pillows will 
need to brought inside when the 
weather gets bad. Or store in 
an outdoor weather proof pillow 
storage bag. 

HANGING PLANTERS
As a fun final DIY, I sourced these 
very inexpensive tin planters that 
didn’t have holes in them to hang an 
S bracket off of, so I simply drilled 
a small hole at the top of each and 
this worked great! Add rocks in the 
bottom for drainage before adding 
soil and plant.

11. Paint - one coat

14. Stuff your pillow inserts in

Be sure to 
watch the 

Buy or DIY 
episode!

12. Cotton rugs for pillows 13. Load glue gun

15. Finish seam with Velcro
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMr9_MyzE_E

