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This DIY Woven Dog Bed is the 

best way to let sleeping dogs lie

Be sure to 

watch the 

Buy or DIY 

episode!

BUY       D Yor

With a woven bed above and a 
cozy pillow below, this custom 
dog bed is sure to be puppy love!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELih5d3Il8U


Episode 2 - DIY Dog Bed

BUY       D Yor

2

Layout

1. Cut all sides, backs, and 
crosspiece to exactly matching 
measurements for square structure, 
except for mitred trapezoid for 
now. Lay them out in pairs to 
ensure orderly building.  Start by 
putting together the basic box 
structure:  

Note on glue and joinery: 
Start by drilling 1/8” pilot hole 
into the middle (centre) of BOTH 
pieces. Remember to apply 
carpenter’s glue smoothed lightly 
across the end of 2 x 2 before 
screwing in. NOTE:  Ensure that 
all the edges match up with 
the adjoining piece without any 
overlap or slippage. Make sure 
you are careful to drill straight, 
and use pulsing pace with drill. 
Be careful not to force screws 
after you have them aligned 
properly. OK to sink head into 
pine—but only just!  

The joints will be tight if done 
properly, so prepare the glue 
before fitting the pieces together 
but make sure you align the pilot 
holes in both before starting to 
drive screws.

If you’re short on space but still want a cozy spot for your dog to call his own, we invite you to think outside 
the box. With trendy boho fringe and a solid wood frame, this bed offers two levels for your dog to relax in 

his own personalized corner. Follow these instructions below, and let your dog have his day!

Keep in mind this project was built for a small dog who likes to jump up and go low to hide. This is why we 
made it a two-story bed project. This project could be tweaked for larger dogs who wants their bed closer 

to the ground. Simply make the height shorter and the length much longer! 

Materials

Tools

Sawcuts

3 Pieces: 2”x 2”x 8’ Select Pine
1 Piece: 1”x 2”x 2’ Select Pine
25 x 3” Flathead Wood Screws
4 x 2” Flathead Wood Screws
12 x 1 ¼” Wood Screws
Tuscan Varathane Wood Stain
16 7/8” x 18 ¾”  Smooth One Side ¼” 
Ply
White Acrylic Paint

¾ Yard Black Cotton Material
¾ Yard Grey Cotton Material
6 Yards Copper/Black Decorative String
1 Yard Fun Fur
1 Yard Cotton Fabric
Thread
Pillow Insert
Batting

Tools
Disposable Gloves
Cloth Rags
Wood Filler
Wood Glue
Sandpaper 120 Grit or Finer
1/8” Drill Bit
Small Robertson Bit
Power Drill

Mitre Saw
Painter’s Tape
Needle
Iron
Fabric Scissors
Ruler
Fabric Measuring Tape 
Pencil
Straight Pins

2 - 22” - [2 x 2] - Back Uprights

2 - 18” - [2 x 2] - Front Uprights

5 - 16” - Front and Back Cross Pieces

4 - 14” - Sides

2 - 11 ½” - [1 x 2 ]- Upper Rail Sides

2 - 11 ½” - [2 x 2] - Upper Rail Sides
2 - 5 ½” (Longest Point) - [2 x 2] - Mitered Trapezoid to 45° Angled Front 
Pieces. These should be cut from the end of the long piece of 2 x 2 so your 
fingers are not too close to the blade.  The Goal of the Exercise Is to Have 
Ten Digits at the End of the Diy!

Everything you need only one click away!
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Materials

Note on screw placement: Make sure you map out where your drill holes are going to be ahead 
of time. There will come a time where your screws are going to be crossing each other and you want to make 
sure it doesn’t hit each other.   

screw placements at arrows

frame

http://bit.ly/atlasdogbed
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PRO TIP: Filling  

holes with wood  

glue and saw dust.

Making wood filler
Sand down project

Glue in underside of handle
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2-10

Glue before drill

Screw in with 3” screws

Create handle with 2” screws

Repeat for the other side of frame

Fasten in cross bars

2. Join the side rails at base to both 
back uprights.  

3. Drill a pilot hole with your 1/8” 
drill bit into the 22” upright through 
to the 14” bottom side piece, then 
drill in the 3” wood screw. 

4. Repeat with the front 18” upright 
into the same 14” bottom side 
piece.

5. Repeat with the top 14” cross 
piece. Don’t forget to glue each 
joint for strength.  

6. Measure precisely for the tight 
fit between back uprights and 
angle piece 45 degree surface 
facing the back.  Double-check 
the measurement from the angled 
front piece to the 22” back upright 
after you’ve chopped out the 45° 
angle to ensure it is still 11 ½” in 
length.

7. Glue your 1x2 11 ½” to your 
2x2 11 ½”, let dry.  

8. Screw in the top rail to uprights 
with pilot holes and 3” screws. This 
should be a tight fit with angle. You 
will use 2” flathead screws for the 
angles. Align top rails with top of 
trapezoid angle pieces and screw 
in 2” screws through back of long 
side of angle piece into top rail.   
Again no need to drill pilot 
hole if you are careful.

9. Now you should have two 
matching pieces, time to make 
them three dimensional.  Add 
in all 5 cross pieces for the 
width of the bed - get out 
your 5 16” 2x2s and pilot, 
glue, and 3” drill the right and 
left sides together.

10. Done!  Now fill in any 
holes and gaps in joints with 
wood filler, smooth with 
finger or putty knife, and 
sand when dry.
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Apply a finish
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11-14

Stain it

Attach platform

Paint the base

Stain it

11. Apply stain to frame.  While drying, 
cut out your ply.

12. For the ply, make sure the 
dimensions are correct, and the 16 7/8” 
x 18 ¾” is right what you’ve actually 
built - then go ahead and cut out a 2x2 
corner (remember to measure for exact 
cut, not actually 2” x 2”) from each side 
to go around the uprights.  If you are able 
to scribe them, even better!  It should be a 
tight fit for extra strength and precise look.

13. Fit your ply onto the base supports 
for the dog bed.  If it’s really snug, you just 
need wood glue.  If it’s a bit loose, then 
screw it into place with drywall screws - 
about 4 per side for a total of 16 
will provide a ton of support.  Fill 
in with wood filler - also add filler 
carefully to the seam around the 
2x2s, dry, sand flat.

14. Tape off the bottom of the 
uprights and all the way around the 
base where the stain is in Tuscan, 
leaving only the ply exposed.  Paint 
with white acrylic, one coat should be 
enough, but you may require two.  Let 
dry.

Remove corners to create base

Use mitre saw for corner removal

PRO TIP: Use Painter’s  
Tape to cut in close.

Cut in close to the edges
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Sew edges together by hand

Tie Knots at the end

PRO TIP: Use 
a safety pin to 
make it easier 
to pull fabric 

through.

PROTIPS: Rule the lines to cut with thin pencil line using a ruler 
for accurate cutting.To  make sure the fabric pieces are square - use a string or tape 

measure. Measure diagonally corner to corner.  Measurements should 

be equal to one another. Smooth out the fabric to make sure it is not 
bunched up - which affects your measurements.

textiles
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Cut fabric and pin together

Step 16: Weave the fabric hammock 
seat! Pick as many different fabrics as 
you want and start horizontal across 
your frame. Tieing them on each end. 
Once you’ve finished one way, begin to 
weave vertical going above and below 
each strand. Again, tie this off and 
continue across the frame!

Tip: Add a pin to the end of the 
fabric you are weaving to allow easier 
“weave-age”. I’m pretty sure I just 
made that word up, but it works in 
this case!

17. Make a fancy schmancy dog pillow!

Hand sewing a pillow:

Steps For a pillow using fabric and a pillow 
form. Again, you can customize your pillow 
measurements depending on your dog size. 

Cut the two sides of pillow cover the same 
size as the pillow form; if a pillow form is 
18"x18" then the the two fabric pieces are 
also 18"x18".

(if you are stuffing a pillow, size as you wish, 
square, round, or rectangle, with both sides of 
fabric the same size to each other, whatever 
dimensions you want)

In the case of the dog bed project, the pillow 
to conform to the size of the area above and 
below the fabric seating, two places to put 
a pillow.  In this case an 18"x18" size pillow 
works well.

18. Cut the fabric to the dimensions of the 
pillow form; use a tape measure or ruler ; 
make sure the area is perfectly square if the 
pillow, as in this case, is square.  

19. After cutting, pin the two cloth pieces 
together along the sides using straight pins 
a couple of inches apart.  You will be sewing 
three sides and leaving the fourth side open 
in order to insert the pillow form later.

REMEMBER! The two pieces of fabric will 
be sewn inside out - that is with the inside 
sides of the fabric facing outside for the stage 
of sewing the seams. When the seams are 
done, the pillow cover will then be turned 
inside out.  The good side of the fabric now 
facing outwards.

Weave cotton material

Use a safety pin
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20-22

23

Stuff it

Close off the final edge

Show your doggie the new bed!

The requirement for pillow seams is that they 
are strong and durable.  For that reason you 
will be using a backstitch.

20. The Backstitch. The seam should be about 
1 cm in from the edge of the fabric.  Keep the 
seam as straight as you can.  Use your eyes 
and hands to keep sewing straight or use the 
additional help of that pencilled-in line. Your 
thread should be double for durability of the 
seam - knot the end.

PRO TIP:  Do not try to sew 
with too long a thread as it 
will get tangled and fussy  
if too long.
When at the end of the thread you can 
double stitch in one place to secure the 
thread or "knot" it by leaving a little loop and 
then out the needle through for that last 
stitch and pull into a knot.

Backstitch.  In a straight line put your needle 
in, pull through then put the needle in back 
of that point by about a cm or less (smaller 
stitches make for more durable seams but a 
pillow does not need too small - just a bit less 
than a cm) - then pull through and forward 
to a cm in front of the stitch, and move along 
in a straight seam - move forward then back 
then forward and on.

21. Once the three seams are done, turn 
the pillow cover inside out to the 'good' 
side.  Push out the corners.  Insert the pillow 
form. (If you were stuffing a pillow you could 
complete half or more of the fourth side and 
insert stuffing with your hand in the room left 
for that step.)

22. Now you have to close that fourth side 
which is a seam that is considered 'open.'  
For this step your aim is to sew together the 
two pieces of fabric in a seam that is also 
invisible - as with the back-stitched seams.

Use a ladder stitch or sometimes called a slip 
stitch. Remember that you are sewing this 
open seam together with the pillow form in 
the pillow (or the stuffing).

REMEMBER to fold the fabric in for the 
seams - same size as your other three seams.  
Your stitches will be concealed with the seam 
crease.

A ladder stitch moves along the seam with 
the needle going in on one seam edge of 
the fabric over a cm or less for a stitch, then 
needle goes to the other fabric seam edge 
for a stitch and that stitch pulls the fabric 
pieces together and then your needle moves 
along that fabric side for a cm or less, then 
over to the other fabric and another stitch is 
pulling this open seam together - and repeat.

You can improvise a little - remember, the 
goal to to sew the open seams closed 
bringing the two fabric sides together 
securely and with a little finesse - that is, 
without visible stitches - as much as you find 
is possible.  Having a thread colour similar to 
the fabric colour with help with showing little 
thread in the final product.

It all makes sense as you take the pillow cover 
through its stages - a simple project to hand 
sew and figure out.

23. Show your doggie its new bed!!!  Accept 
the gratitude and exuberant affection.


