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WELCOME TO THE 
WINTER EDITION  
OF LINSKILL’S 
NEWSLETTER
As promised the summer months have 
seen a lot of change at Linskill with the 
progression of our largest investment 
project to date with the Big Build. This 
major refurbishment project, a result 
of securing funding from the Big 
Lottery Fund and match funders, will 
modernise the Centre and make 
fit-for-purpose. I would like to thank all 
Centre users, tenants and visitors for 
their understanding and patience 
during this period.

We have also been working with North 
Tyneside Council and local 
organisations to expand our 
community reach by utilising our 
expertise to manage and develop the 
services offered at Royal Quays 
Community Centre and Battle Hill 
Multi Use Centre to increase 
community involvement. 

We continue to deliver bigger and 
better events and our forthcoming 
Festive Programme provides a wide 
range of activities and events for all 
areas of the community - starting with 
the popular Tyneside Winter 
Wonderland.

Simeon Ripley
Chief Executive

Providing a safe, educational and rewarding environment
2017 continues to be a very busy and 
productive year for Linskill Nursery as we 
have achieved growth in the number of 
registered children, increased staffing 
numbers, refurbished baby room and 
nursery gardens whilst remaining true to 
our commitment of delivering a quality 
nursery service for the children and 
parents of the local community.

New Opening Hours
Responding to the needs of parents with 
commitments we have extended our 
nursery opening times. Early Bird will now 
offer a 7am opening and Night Owl a 
6:30pm closing. From December our 
Saturday childcare offering will be 
available from 9am-4pm (morning, 
afternoon or full day sessions available).
*Saturday childcare can be used by those accessing a 
Funded 2’s place, Universal 15 hours or Extended 30 
hours. 

Squiggles N Giggles has seen the further 
development of the range of activities, 
classes and events offered to children and 
parents including: baby massage courses, 
baby social groups, baby yoga, messy 
creative play groups, Giggle N Groove 
(music n movement classes) and a 
bespoke children’s party service. 
*Members of the Linskill Centre, with a nineteen32 
membership card, are entitled to 10% off all Squiggles 
N Giggles classes and groups at all venues.
 

Sensory Room - this new facility is now 
complete, ready for use and will help aid 
the development of children under eight 
years old by stimulating primary senses, 
building emotional resilience and 
improving learning.

Sensory Stars is a new weekly session 
suitable for babies through to pre-school 
aged children, hosted by Squiggles N 
Giggles, on Thursday 1pm - 2pm and costs 
£5.50 for a single session or £30.00 for a 
block booking.

Private hire of the Sensory Room is also 
available with hourly slots costing £30.00 
for up to 10 adults (and 10 children).  
Enjoy the sensory room with your own 
group of friends.

Sensory Parties - birthday party packages 
now available including the use of 
Squiggles N Giggles messy, sensory, 
creative playroom!

For further information about the 
Linskill Nursery and Squiggles N Giggles 
and their activities please email 
nursery@linskill.org call 0191 257 8000 
or contact us on our Facebook pages.

 

BIG BUILD UPDATE
We are coming to the end of the Big Build with 
approximately four weeks remaining and 
scheduled completion date for the beginning of 
December. The total capital expenditure on the 
project will be in the region of £680,000 and some 
of the extensive works carried out include:

• refurbishment of the Clock Tower 
• major refurbishment of the Reception Area 

and facilities
• new external windows, skylights and doors 
• upgrading of the car park with new entrances 

created
• roofing and masonry repairs

HUB AND SPOKE VENUES
The Trust has taken over the management of two 
new properties, Royal Quays Community Centre 
and Battle Hill Multi Use Centre, on a one-year pilot 
scheme from North Tyneside Council. These 
Centres already have several permanent tenants 
and casual hire users but there is potential and 
capacity for more diversity and usage.

There are halls available for casual hire at both 
locations, small office spaces available for 
permanent room hire and several time slots 
available for other groups and users to utilise at 
these ideal community spaces.  

For further information or enquiries about hiring 
either community venue please contact the Linskill 
Centre on 0191 257 8000.



North Tyneside Bar and Restaurant Week will 
come to a close with this edible extravaganza, 
held at the Old Low Light, and with an array of 
food and drink, live entertainment and 
interactive experiences available over the 
weekend.

While the main focus is on promoting local 
produce – with stall holders selling a traditional 
selection of preserves, cheeses and baked goods 

– there will be a bevy of international flavours 
on offer too! The entertainment will include 
music performances, some culinary words of 
wisdom and even a pie eating competition, 
sponsored by The Scullery.

See contact details below for 
more information
Tel: 0191 257 8000
Facebook: @Nineteen32

TYNESIDE WINTER 
WONDERLAND
Friday 1st December 3pm - 8pm
Saturday 2nd December 11am - 5pm
Sunday 3rd December 11am - 5pm

Tyneside Winter Wonderland is back for a second 
year of festive family fun! Wrap up warm and 
wander through the merry market, visit Santa in 
his grotto, make memories in the Elves’ Workshop 
and relax into the Christmas spirit with a delicious 
mulled wine.

Entry is FREE although some activities will 
incur a small charge. A visit to Santa is £5 
and booking is through Linskill reception on 
0191 257 8000.

YULETIDE LODGE
Friday 1st December 3pm - 10.30pm
Saturday 2nd December 11am - 10.30pm
Sunday 3rd December 11am - 10.30pm

Running alongside Tyneside Winter Wonderland 
the Yuletide Lodge will open its doors at 3pm on 
Friday 1st December to help kick start your 
Christmas spirit. Promising the same festive fun 
that it brought last year, the cosy tipi, adorned in 
fairy lights, promises to have live entertainment, 
mulled wine, hot chocolate and the chance to 
roast marshmallows by the open fire. Yuletide 
Lodge is open later than the rest of Tyneside 
Winter Wonderland to allow guests some time to 
enjoy a Christmas tipple and live entertainment 
from local talent. 

HOME ALONE QUIZ 
Thursday 30th November 
Yuletide Lodge  
6.00pm - 10.30pm

Kick off your festive spirit by testing your 
knowledge of the greatest Christmas 
movie of all time against other teams for a 
chance to win our £50 jackpot prize 
amongst other spot prizes!!

Including *BUZZ’S BONUS ROUND* specially 
recorded for the Linskill Centre by Devin 
Ratray who plays BUZZ in Home Alone 1 & 2.

Tickets are £3.50 per person (entrants must 
be 11 years plus) and available by calling the 
Linskill reception on 0191 257 8000. 

engAGE 55+ FESTIVE 
CELEBRATIONS
Christmas Crafts Workshop 
Monday 4th December  
1pm - 3pm

A workshop to socialise and make seasonal 
crafts. Cost is £3 to include materials and 
refreshments - please book your place to avoid 
disappointment.  

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ Film Screening
Wednesday 6th December 1pm start
Enjoy an afternoon screening of this seasonal 
classic with engAGE members. Tickets are free 
and include tea/coffee and mince pies - please 
book your place.  

Christmas Party
Monday 11th December 1pm - 3pm
A celebration to mark the end of a fabulous year 
of opportunities for older people at the Linskill 
Centre. engAGE is inviting anyone who has 
taken part in activities during the year and 
anyone wanting to find out what is going on in 
the New Year.  Tickets are free and include light 
refreshments - please book your place.

For all engAGE activities please contact  
Charlotte Mulvaney for all bookings on  
0191 257 8000 or email charlotte@linskill.org 

LINSKILL CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday 9th December 2pm - 4pm
We would like to invite you to join us at our 
annual Children's Christmas Party for an 
afternoon of fun and merriment! The festivities 
include a disco, party games and an early gift 
from Santa!

Tickets cost just £5 from Linskill reception 
please call 0191 257 8000 (each ticket admits 
one child and one adult). If more adults would 
like to come along then additional tickets must 
be bought. 

TYNESIDE ULTIMATE 90s 
CHRISTMAS
Saturday 16th December 5pm - 11.30pm
The Linskill Centre will transform into a 
flamboyant, festive scene ready to transport you 
back to pop’s greatest decade! The line-up of 
entertainment includes a retro DJ, live 90s band 
as well as a headline performance from 90s pop 
sensations 5ive. 

Doors open at 5pm and ‘We will rock you’ right 
through to the bar closing at 11.30pm. Early bird 
tickets for this magical throwback sold out 
within 30 minutes so act fast to get your 
standard tickets now from Eventbrite.com - 
£23.50 per person.



SERVING THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY 

FESTIVE FAMILY FILM 
SCREENING
Home Alone on Friday 8th December, 7pm
As part of the new cinema evenings programme 
Linskill will be screening festive favourites for the 
whole family to enjoy. The screening is 
completely FREE and doors open at 6.30pm with 
the movie starting at 7pm (bean bags and seating 
will be on a first come first served basis). 

Tickets must be reserved in advance through 
Linskill reception on 0191 257 8000. The bar will 
have some delicious treats on offer, including hot 
chocolate and popcorn (there will even be mulled 
wine for the adults).

SQUIGGLES N GIGGLES - 
UNDER 5’S ‘WINTER 
WONDERLAND 
WORKSHOP’
Sunday 3rd December, 10am – 3pm
Squiggles N Giggles workshop making Christmas 
Wreaths, decorating Christmas Biscuits, making 
Christmas Cards and Christmas Tree Decorations 
and more! Entry cost for the workshop is £1.50.

NURSERY CHRISTMAS 
SING-ALONG
Friday 15th December, 1.30pm – 2.30pm 
Nursery parents, family, friends and the public all 
welcome! Come and see our little ones sing their 
hearts out in the Large Hall to some well-known 
traditional Christmas songs and some more 
modern funny sing songs. Christmas jumpers at 
the ready!  This is a free event.

CHRISTMAS BAKE OFF! 
Friday 15th December
Festive bakes welcome for our Linskill Nursery 
Charity Fundraiser. Entries in by 12 noon on 
Friday 15th December and the cost is £3.00 entry 
fee per offering. Baked goods will be on sale 
throughout the afternoon and prizes for winning 
entries - so rolling pins and whisks at the ready!

CHRISTMAS GIGGLE N 
GROOVE SPECIAL
Wednesday 20th December,  
10am – 11.30am
Get ready to put your antlers in and your antlers 
out and shake that reindeer tail all about! Under 
5’s singalong and social with a special guest 
making a visit! £6.00 per child (£4.00 for siblings).

ELFSPRESS DELIVERIES  

Monday 18th - Friday 22nd December 
Bella Bauble and Sid Sparkle will come to your 
home with a Christmas Eve Box of Goodies and 
delight your little ones as they see their picture 
on Santa’s ‘Nice List’ and get presented with 
Christmas Eve pyjamas and Reindeer Food. 

Elfspress Deliveries cost £22 per 20 minute visit 
(£10 deposit secures booking) with various time 
slots available – contact us through Squiggles N 
Giggles Facebook page or call on 07805 713965

This welcoming community café is open to 
Centre users and the general public from 
Monday to Saturday. 

Café 32 serves delicious food all made fresh to order 
from our kitchen. Located within the Linskill Centre this 
fully licensed cafe is an easy ten minute walk from 
Tynemouth, or North Shields, and has free car parking 
for those travelling from further afield. 

Catering for all needs we offer a range of Pumphrey's 
tea and coffee, daily specials board, children's menu 
and even a Pay It Forward scheme for the volunteers 
who give up their time to help every week. A recent 
and well received addition to our menu has been 
Afternoon Tea for Two for only £15 - which is proving 
very popular (call 0191 257 8000 to book).

Looking for a venue?

Café 32 can accommodate up to 50 people and is 
available to hire from £20 per hour for events, parties 
and functions so if you are looking for an accessible, 
flexible venue with free onsite parking then look no 
further. For further information call 0191 257 8000 or 
email info@linskill.org.

Opening Times:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 9am - 4pm



The Linskill Centre, Linskill Terrace, North Shields, Tyne & Wear NE30 2AY
T 0191 257 8000  F 0191 270 4259  E info@linskill.org  W www.linskill.org  

F facebook.com/LinskillCentre
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Being responsive to all community 
needs is fundamental to the Linskill 
Centre and the engAGE programme is 
‘designed by older people, for older 
people’ in the North Tyneside area 
offering attendees the chance to share 
and learn new skills, make friends and 
develop new experiences. 

The engAGE programme has been running for 
12 months with over 200 people enjoying 
various opportunities including a visit to the 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park, First Aid, Tech 
Workshops and even Rock Climbing. There is a 
weekly Wednesday Cuppa Club for socialising 
and planning future activities and experiences.

You will see from the Festive Programme 
engAGE are running a number of events 
providing an ideal opportunity for anyone 
wanting to attend an event over the next few 
weeks. To find out more about engAGE and its 
activities please contact charlotte@linskill.org 
or call 0191 257 8000 for more details.

NINETEEN32
 SUPPORTING AND 

DELIVERING EVENTS FOR 
YOUR COMMUNITY

Linskill’s dedicated events team, 
Nineteen32, have established 
themselves as a leading events 
organiser within the North East 
community - delivering concerts, 
events, weddings and many more 
activities. 

With over 120,000 visitors per year to the 
Linskill Centre the team have now introduced a 
fantastic membership scheme for all dedicated 
users and visitors. Keeping members informed 
of forthcoming events and activities the 
scheme is completely free to join and comes 
with a huge range of membership benefits:

• 10% off at Cafe 32 each time you visit
• 10% off Weekend Casual Room Hire 

(between 9-5pm)
• 10% off selected ticketed events
• Membership only exclusive offers
• Monthly membership newsletter
• Advance announcement of ticket sales on 

selected events
• Invitation to contribute towards sub 

group to influence future service 
provision

• Squiggles N Giggles 10% discount

Joining the membership scheme is 
easy simply complete the form online 
at www.linskillcentre.co.uk or pick up 
a membership form from the main 
reception/Cafe 32 at the Linskill 
Centre.

DELIVERING COMMUNITY 
TOGETHERNESS


