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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
It is my honor to continue to be the President of this Association 
which has been in existence for more than 100 years. For those of 
you who don't know me, I am married with a ten year old son 
named Benjamin. I have written a book on my paternal side of the 
Manning branch and am working on a book for the Manse and 
my other lines of genealogy. On a personal note, I have accepted 
a new teaching position in Lowell. Teaching has been something 
I have always done as a profession and the only position I have 
ever wanted.  
 
Being closer to Billerica, I look forward to being even more in-
volved in the upkeep and overseeing of the building and property. 
Various activities have been going on regarding the Association 
and Manse over the past year.  
 My predecessor, Lee Manning, has decided to leave the board. 

During a difficult transition from one restaurant owner to anoth-
er, Lee led us through with excellent vision and passion. 
Through the years he has traveled a great distance from Virginia 
to make many meetings. I wish him and his family the very best 
as he transitions to the next stage in life ! 

 The Manning Manse has seen some action this past year. In ad-
dition to having some windowsill work done, it has also been 
refreshed with paint. A storm challenged the property this past 
year as well. A lightning strike hit the property and knocked out 
power causing the restaurant to close. The restaurant HVAC, 
computers, printers, etc. were impacted. A new HVAC system 
was covered by insurance and replaced the old one. Nothing in 
the Manse was damaged, thank goodness.  

 Jon Ryan's Pub is looking to construct a deck facing the road 
for next year. This should bring more attention to our property.  

 
If you have any items that used to be in the Manse years ago or 
would like to donate significant items to our growing museum, 
they would be more than welcome.  
 
I hope that you are well and I look forward to meeting you at 
some point at a future Manning family gathering and Annual 
Meeting!!! 
 

—Jeff Manning 

http://www.manningassociation.org
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
(Secretary Becky Warren was unable to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting due to illness, so it was agreed 

 that they would be included in the next Messenger) 

The Annual Reunion and Meeting of the Manning 
Association Stockholders was held on Saturday, 
June 24, 2017 at the Manning Manse, 56 Chelms-
ford Road in Billerica, MA.   
 
Kinfolk gathered in the Manning Manse sharing 
memories, touring the homestead and meeting new 
members of the family. Carolyn McLean, dressed in 
costume, provided a engaging program with histori-
cal information about the Manse, the Manning an-
cestors, and current family connections. Jeff Man-
ning placed several Manning artifacts on display as 
a reminder of the life and times of our Manning an-
cestors. The Manning family enjoyed Jon Ryan’s 
Pub fare in the historic Manning Manse.  
 
The annual Manning Association Stockholders 
Meeting was called to order by President Jeffrey 
Manning at 2:05 pm.  There were thirty people in 
attendance. 
 
States represented included: CT, MA, NY, VA, CO 
and NH. Carolyn McLean provided gifts to a few of 
our special attendees: 
Youngest: Charlotte Faye Mulholland (4 years) 
Travelled Furthest:  Tommy Manning from CO  
Oldest: Constance Adams 
Most Grandchildren: Carolyn and Bob McLean 
 
Reports 
Secretary Becky Warren read highlights of the 
minutes from the June 25, 2016 annual meeting. On 
a motion by Peter Stuart, seconded by Ruth Ladd, 
the Secretary’s report was approved. 
 
Copies of the Treasurer’s Report on the Manning 
Association’s finances were distributed for review 
having been compiled by Treasurer Rosemary 
Whitney who was unable to attend the meeting. The 
balance sheet as of May 31, 2017 shows current as-
sets of $75,361.35. A budget for calendar year Jan-
June 2017 was submitted. On a motion by Ruth 
Ladd, seconded by David Warren, the Treasurer’s 
Report and Budget were accepted and placed on 
file. Motion carried. 
 
Jeff reported on the status of the Manse. Some of 
the window lintels on the front of the Manse are in 
immediate need of repair. The building will need to 

be stained and insulation added to prevent future wa-
ter leaks in the 2nd floor of the Manse. The tenant had 
several trees cut down along Chelmsford Road to in-
crease visibility of the building. The tenant informed 
the Association that he had paid for repairs to the 
HVAC (heating/ventilation/air conditioning) system 
at the Manning Manse, but the system is in need of 
major repair.  
 
Newsletter Editor Ruth Ladd reported that many 
more members are receiving the Manning Messenger 
via email, which is an annual cost savings of $8.00 
per person. Ruth thanked all those who have contrib-
uted information for the Messenger and is also seek-
ing articles and Manning related information and im-
ages to include in future newsletters. Older edition 
newsletters will be placed on Google Docs and on the 
Association’s Facebook page and website. 
 
Secretary Becky Warren will accept membership 
dues for the 2017-2018 year and send the materials to 
Treasurer Rosemary Whitney. 
 
New Business 
Peter Cooper noted that several areas of the building 
are in danger of inviting termites or other insects as 
landscaping mulch and stones are too close to the 
building. Lee Manning suggested a work party at the 
next Trustee’s meeting in October to tackle some of 
these issues. 
 
Peter also noted he has family items he wishes to do-
nate to the Manning Association. He will connect 
with Jeff to discuss the options. 
 
Jeff Manning reported that the tenant, Bob Ryan, 
may not renew the lease for restaurant operations 
with the Manning Association due to a variety of fac-
tors, including continued road construction/closures 
on Chelmsford Road, HVAC system issues, other on-
going projects for the tenant, and reduced customer 
business at this site. 
 
The Board will seek an estimate for the HVAC re-
pairs at the Manse. As noted in the Treasurer’s pro-
posed budget, there is $20,000 set aside for Manse 
upgrades. 
 
(cont. on p. 3) 
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MINUTES (cont. from p. 2)  

Jeff presented a short program comparing the changes in food, leisure, education, transportation, and technol-
ogy during the past 200+ years. Life is quite different between now and then! 
 
Robin Greenberg made a motion to nominate the current slate of Trustees for the 2017-2018 year with the 
exception of Jerry Manning, who has decided to step down from the Board. The motion was seconded by 
Stacey Mulholland and passed. 
 
The annual meeting of the Manning Association stockholders adjourned at 2:55 pm. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Rebecca A. Warren   
     Secretary 

Drawing of Manning headstones in the Granary Burying Ground cemetery on Tremont Street in Boston 

We contacted the blacksmith at Colonial Williams-
burg about the artifacts.  He provided the following 
information. 
 
President Jeff Manning 
observed that the hand-
cuffs have the number 
42 on the key and HATI 
on the handcuffs.  Stephen Mankowski of CW con-
cluded that the handcuffs were made by Hiatt & 
Co. in Birmingham, England, probably around the 

last quarter of the 19th century.  They are law en-
forcement cuffs.   

 
The sewing machines is 
probably from the 
1840s to the 1860s. 
 
The axe is a mid to 
late 19th century 
fireman’s axe. 

REMEMBER THE MYSTERIOUS ARTIFACTS? 
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 In 2012 I was faced with brain surgery at Mayo Clin-
ic. At that time in my life I was encouraged to write 
the book, The Imprinted Survivor, by friends and 
followers who had come to my talks dealing with my 
survival of three prior terminal cancers. This began 
my journey into becoming an author. The My first 
book led me to start The Imprinted Legacy Series, 
based on my inherited strength to survive.  
 
In June of 2013 I attended the Manning Reunion in 
Billerica for the first time to gather research on my 
grandmother, Rhoda Manning, and her family. With 
William Manning’s The Genealogical and Biograph-
ical History of the Manning Families of New Eng-
land and Descendants, Salem, MA; Salem Press 
Co., 1902 as my bible, I began my historical fiction 
novel, Out of The Colonies published by Tate Pub-
lishing in 2015.  William compiled the genealogical 
and biographical history of my maternal family!  
 
Upon finding reference to Nathaniel Hawthorne on 
page 728, son of Elizabeth Clark Manning born on 
July 4, 1804, my publisher encouraged me to create 
another novel based on historical research of the 
Manning Family.   
 
Generally, the means by which we research and com-
municate our personal ancestry is a toilsome task, one 
which cannot be underestimated in the hours put 

forth creating a documented legacy. Through Wil-
liam Manning’s genealogy, I have gained a keen 
sense of value into the foundations formed within 
my lineage, the community to which they belonged, 
and the blood ties that are our legacy. It isn’t hard 
to discern the reasoning behind the disposition to 
document for the future and contemplate the history 
that we have been graced with. For if all we knew 
was of our own experiences, these limited influ-
ences would represent a very narrow view. But if 
we can expand our observations to the generations 
who came before, our sources have multiplied. 
Through such, we can gain through their virtues 
and errors a limitless knowledge to build upon. 
 
The novel, Out of the Colonies, is based on Wil-
liam Manning of Cambridge and the Richard Man-
ning Family of Salem.  Jacob Manning of Salem 
can be found in the family genealogy, page 677: 
 “He held the office of deputy-marshal at the time 
of the witchcraft troubles in 1692, and as such, was 
called upon to arrest at least one of the unfortu-
nates of that delusion (Mr. English) owner of The 
House of Seven Gables.” Pg. 678. I encourage you 
as a Manning to read about Jacob pages 677-683. 
 
Out of the Colonies combines our family’s posi-
tion of prominence in both Cambridge and Salem. 
It is a novel woven around time traveling portals 

that not only tell a story of 
ancestral roots but explores 
New England in days of 
yore. Like Hawthorne’s cre-
ations, mine is one of fic-
tion based on historical 
facts.   
 
An autographed copy of the 
novel can be purchased for 
$14.99 + shipping. Contact 
susansteenci-
olek@ymail.com to place 
an order. 
 

 

NOVEL INSPIRED BY MANNING HISTORY 
By Susan Steen Ciolek 

mailto:susansteenciolek@ymail.com
mailto:susansteenciolek@ymail.com
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MEMBER NEWS 
 
Kenneth Corbin passed away on March 8, 2018 in 

Kentucky at the age of 96.  He was a very proud mem-

ber of the Manning family. 

 

Robert Manning Miller passed away on October 2, 

2017.  He was born May 19, 1936 in Pittsburgh, PA.  

He was the son of Carman Dwight Miller and Enid 

Novak Miller.  His grandfather was Hugh Manning 

Miller.  Hugh’s father was John Underhill Miller, who 

was married to Clara Lydia Manning.  Clara’s father 

was Joseph Manning, a carriage maker, who was 

elected mayor of Owosso, MI in 1878.  Bob moved to 

Richmond in 1961 to work for Reynold’s Metals.  In 

1967 he joined Southeastern Institute of Research, a 

marketing research firm.  In 1970 he and his business 

partner purchased the firm and he served as president 

until he retired in 2000.  He and his wife, Gail R. Mil-

ler, attended two Manning Association meetings and 

enjoyed their visits to Massachusetts, meeting the 

Mannings, and seeing the Manse. 

 

Omer Lee Manning, Jr. died at home on October 28, 

2016.  He was born on July 25, 1944 to Omer Lee and 

Hazel Willis Manning, Sr. and married to his wife, 

Diane Muller Manning for 46 years.  They lived in 

DeRidder, LA and he was a member of the Pleasant 

Hill Baptist Church.  He was a retired project manager 

with the Civil Service at Ft. Polk, LA and part-time 

sheriff’s deputy and security guard.  He was a Marine 

Corps veteran and served in Vietnam.  He enjoyed 

photography.  He and Diane had three daughters, five 

grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. 

SEEKING INFORMATION 
 

Margaret Thickstun, Jane Watson Irwin Pro-
fessor of Literature Chair at Hamilton College 
sent the following request: 
 

The Houghton Library at Harvard holds a man-
uscript copy of a text by Anne Bradstreet that 
was "a gift of the Manning Association, 1934." 
The librarian tells me that they have no fur-
ther information about this manuscript. 
 
Is it possible that somewhere in your records 
you might have information about how your 
family/association obtained the manuscript? (I 
am assuming that somewhere along the way a 
Bradstreet descendant married a Manning.) 
 
Any information you could provide or direc-
tion of inquiry that you could suggest would 
be most welcome. 
 
If anyone can help, please email or mail the 
information to the Editor. 
 

Lee Manning, past President 
and Trustee, had a reunion of 
his family in the summer of 
2018. He is fifth  from the left. 
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NEWSLETTERS BY EMAIL 
 
A huge THANKS to the dozens of folks willing to 
get their newsletter by email.  If anyone else 
would be willing to get their newsletter by email 
(it would be a PDF) and save the association 
printing and postage costs (over $3/newsletter!), 
please email the editor at: wetlandmom@aol.com.   
 
Please be sure to include your full name and snail 
mail address in the email to ensure we take the 
right person off the snail mail list! 

2018-19 DUES ARE DUE! 
 

Dues are $25/year (July 1-June 30).   
They can be mailed to:  Rosemary Whit-
ney, 59 Seabury, Hampton, NH 03842.  
NOTE:  Please only send them to Rose-
mary! 
 
As you pay your dues, consider also 
contributing to the maintenance of the 
Manse by donating the year the Manse 
was built:  $16.96, $169.60, or 
$1,696.00!  The Manse is lovely 
but...well, OLD, and old = constant 
maintenance.  Any help would be appre-
ciated! 

November 2017 

 
BYLAW REVISIONS 

 
The Manning stockholders voted to amend our by-

laws at the June 2018 Annual Meeting 


