
Did you know that…..  

 dues are $25/year (they were 

raised from $20 several years 

ago)? 

 both issues of our newsletter in-

clude an envelope to pay?  How-

ever, you only need to pay 

once!  We love to receive the 

extra funds and consider them a 

donation but that may not be 

what your intention was. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Life moves on. 
 
A couple of years ago we were forced into ending a relationship 
with our Manse tenant (a restaurant business), and found our-
selves with little or no income, and expenses adding up.  We are 
fortunate to have found a tenant, Jon Ryan’s Pubs, a restaurant 
with excellent business results, and are now able to move on. 
 
We held an excellent reunion meeting in June, attended by over 
40 family members, which I enjoyed very much.  Sadly, one of 
those family members, close to several on our board, “Aunt” 
Julia Dutcher, has recently passed away at the age of 93. She 
will be missed. 
 
On a more pleasant note, my own family tree just increased 
(seems to happen a lot) as my youngest son, Andrew, and his 
lovely wife, Rachel, were blessed with a son of their own, Miles 
Lee Manning, on September 30. It brought a bit of a tear to my 
old eyes when I realized they had honored me with the choice of 
his name.  Young Miles is my sixth grandchild, the oldest enter-
ing college this fall. So, life moves on. 
 
I close with best wishes for all my Manning cousins.  May good 
health and good fortune both smile on you always. 

Lee Manning 
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honors including the Pierpont 
Edwards Medal – only the fourth 
citizen of Manchester to ever re-
ceive this award. 
 
Dedication to youth was evident 
in Chet’s involvement in DeMo-
lay for young men and the Order 
of Rainbow for girls.  He served 
as “Dad” for those organizations 
for many years.  He was the re-
cipient of the highest award De-
Molay can give, The Chevalier, 
and many of the young men he 
advised and guided presented 
him with the “Dad Rocco Fran-
coline Award” for his exception-
al service to youth. 
 
He was an avid history buff so 
became a charter member of the 
Manchester Historical Society 
and was honored for all his la-
bors by having a gallery at the 
museum dedicated in his name.  
It is no surprise, then, that he had 
an interest in genealogy.  He 
gathered much data to aid his 
father in his search for the Ferris 

Chester “Chet” Ferris, destined to 
become the President of the Man-
ning Association 1975-1986, was 
born in Flint, Michigan.  He was 
the second of eight children of 
Knight Harrison Ferris and Mar-
tha Lydia Manning (#3693), both 
from Connecticut, and was named 
for his grandfather, Chester He-
bard Manning (#2950). He was 
the 12th generation from William 
Manning (Wm, Wm, Samuel, 
Samuel, John, John, Andrew, 
Gurdon, Charles, Chester, Mar-
tha). 
 
Chet received his early education 
in Mansfield, Ohio until his fami-
ly returned to Connecticut. He 
graduated from Manchester High 
School in 1933.  During the latter 
part of the Depression, he worked 
in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) building roads and 
the pavilions at Rocky Neck and 
Sleeping Giant State Parks in 
Connecticut.   
 
On April 4, 1939 he married the 
love of his life, Miriam “Mims” 
Alexandra Troth, in Lebanon, CT.  
They had three cherished chil-
dren:  Neal, Lynn, and Beth. 
 
Chet attended courses in metallur-
gy at Hartford University, 
UConn, and Yale and was em-
ployed by Pratt & Whitney Air-
craft as a Supervisor, Non-
Destructive Testing, until his re-
tirement.  He was a life member 
of the American Society for Met-
als.  He was a loyal and proud 
member of the Manchester Lodge 
of Masons for 47 years plus was a 
charter member of Friendship 
Lodge and Delta Chapter Royal 
Arch Masons.  He served in many 
capacities and received numerous 

lineage.  And of course the 
Manning Association and the 
Manning Manse were near and 
dear to his heart.  Never one to 
sit on the sidelines, he jumped 
in whenever needed to aid the 
Association and “the family,” 
including putting many miles 
on the car to attend meetings or 
to meet with prospective lessees 
for the restaurant when it ap-
peared the Manse needed funds 
to sustain the property for fu-
ture generations.  Following his 
presidency, Chet continued to 
serve on the Board until 1992.  
He was heart-broken when the 
fire damaged so much of the 
Manse and historical family-
related items in 1994 shortly 
before his death on April 17 of 
that year – the 20th anniversary 
of his mother’s death on the 
same date. 
 
[information gathered by his 
sister Faye, daughters Lynn and 
Beth, and the Manning Associa-
tion Secretary Becky Warren.] 

CHESTER MANNING FERRIS (Feb. 4, 1916—Apr. 17, 1994) 
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September 1961—Chet with his parents 
and siblings (he is the second from the top) 

 

NEWSLETTERS BY 
EMAIL 

 
If you would like to get your 
newsletter by email (it would be a 
PDF) and save the association 
printing and postage costs, please 
email the editor at: 
wetlandmom@aol.com. 
 
Please be sure to include your full 
name and snail mail address in 
the email to ensure we take the 
right person off the snail mail list! 



EDITOR’S NOTE 
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Long-time newsletter editor, 

Tawny Beckmann, has decid-

ed to retire from the position 

after nine years.  She has 

done a wonderful job over 

the years and produced beau-

tiful newsletters full of infor-

mation and photos.  I have no 

idea how she did the great 

graphics—perhaps over time 

I will figure it out. 

 

Another loss is Melanie 

Claeys who has retired as 

membership chair due to 

changing personal circum-

stances.  She has served in 

that position since  2006. 

Both Melanie and Tawny 

plan to stay active with the 

Association so please pass 

along your thanks when you 

see them at the next Annual 

Meeting! 

RECOGNIZE THIS? 

It’s one of the Manse fireplaces from an old postcard provided by Beth Manning Ferris Albrecht 

PHOTOS FROM 2015 MANNING REUNION 

Most of the 
Manning clan 
who attended 
the reunion 

Merion Manning Ritter 
(almost 101) and Julia 
Manning Dutcher (in 
her 90s) 
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Farewell Note from Melanie Claeys 
Manning Association Membership Chair 

 
August 2015—Although I have served on the board as Membership Chair since 2006, I have never formally 
introduced myself.  I live in Clifton Park, NY with my husband Michael Deets.  We have 7 children and 3 
grandchildren between us.  Although we have an empty nest, Michael is employed as part-time contract su-
pervisor, I continue to work full time as an RN Healthcare Fraud Investigator, and we have a Catering Busi-
ness as well.   
 
Because of the increased demand our business has placed on my continually diminished available time to 
devote to the trustee position, I have found it necessary to step down.  I have enjoyed serving on the board 
for the last 9 years, recording and depositing dues payments, maintaining existing and new memberships 
with any information changes, as well as traveling to Billerica for Association business meetings.  I have 
really enjoyed working with the Board members who are a great team of dedicated, historic minded, friend-
ly relatives!  I want to thank them all for their help and support during my work on the board.  I will, how-
ever, continue to be an active Association member.  I have also extended the privilege of being a Manning 
Association member to my three children, Kelly, Christen and Patrick.   
 
I am especially pleased and appreciative that trustee David Warren has offered to take over the Membership 
Chair position effective immediately.  For any future dues payments or membership communications, 
please forward to David Warren, 16 Gary Road, Chelmsford, MA, 01824. 
 
Sincerely, 

Melanie Stuart Claeys  


