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There are a handfui of

farms in the New Terr

that make their prod

sale as well as open

for public visit and farmmg
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ong Keng's agricultural industry
has beemiin prolonged decline, with‘
statisti@8ifrom the Agriculture,

Fisheries and Consé#¥alion Department showing
only seven square Kilometres of land is currently)
in use for farming, Supplying mainly vegetables,
poultry and pork. Hewever, advocacy for the
concepts of slow livingand getting back to basics
has led many locals faudemand organic produce
- and engage in the plé&sure of organic farming,
Consequently, many fihan roofteps and organic
farms have sprung inte exiﬂtenx
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Rooftop Republic's farm at
The Fringe Club grows more
than 10 varieties of crops

{above and right)
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Rooftop Republic mainly

supplies its produce to local

restaurants (right)
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Established two years ago, Rooftop Republic
operates a rooftop farm at The Fringe Club in
Central. Although the space there is limited,
Rooftop Republic hopes to demonstrate a
sustainable food production system through
its farm, and establish links between the
processes of food production and consumption
in order to promote an environmentally friendly
and sustainable lifestyle. Pol Fabrega, one of
Rooftop Republic’s founders, says, “We supply
our produce to the restaurants. Apart from the
freshness of the ingredients, we make an effort
to reduce carbon emissions at the same time.”

Rooftop Republic also promotes organic
farming, and it grows radishes, lemongrass,
spinach, tomato and lettuce among other crops.
Its rooftop farm is also used for teaching and
demonstration purposes, and it welcomes
participation by the public. Although the crop
range is limited, it is nonetheless sufficient
to enable participants to appreciate the fun of
farming in the city.
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City Farm offer services such as
watering and weeding as well as
providing seeds to customers
(above and above right)
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The rooftop farm of City Farm in Chai

Wan is surrounded by many industrial

buildings that serve as a natural wind

shelter for crops (below)
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Rooftop Republic’s founders also hope to
promote the concept of “seasonal eating”
through taste, farming methods and scientific
knowledge as examples. This will in turn
facilitate their pursuit of the concept of a
sustainable lifestyle. Apart from operating
its rooftop farm, Rooftop Republic also helps
clients design, install and manage rooftop
farms, which is yet another way to promote
urban agriculture.

Another rooftop farm operator — City Farm
— has rooftop farms in Chai Wan, Kwun Tong
and Tsuen Wan. Its farms are rented out to the
public, and the tenants get to keep their own
produce. According to Osbert Lam, founder of
City Farm, the basic facilities are provided, the
tenants get to decide what to plant, and they can
even come up to the farm during office hours
to manage their plots. As many tenants find it
difficult to do things like watering and weeding
on a daily basis, the farm helps out in these
aspects. The farm’s current winter produce
boasts well over 10 crops, including tomatoes,
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potatoes, mustard greens and kale. Many types
of its produce are not easily found in shops, and
if they are they're sold at a steep price.

City Farm also organises courses, thus giving
people an opportunity to learn and experience
the fun of organic farming. Participants get to
acquire basic cultivation knowledge and skills,
and learn about crop characteristics, fertilisers
and pest control. Apart from enjoying the
farming process, participants also get to harvest
their own crops.

The New Territories presents a different
landscape in local agriculture, with most local
farms concentrated in Yuen Long and Ta Kwu
Ling. Located in Yuen Long, Chun San Yuen
Organic Farm produces close to 20 types
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Chun San Yuen's crops include the rare purple
cauliflower. The farm's owner Shea even brought
in his own grader from Japan for efficient farming
{below left and below)
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The farm regularly makes

its produce available for sale
in Central and at the Tai Po
Farmers’ Market
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of organic vegetables, and has certification
from Hong Kong Organic Resource Centre
Certification Ltd. The farm’s owner, Sheung-
kwong Shea, says his family started operating
pig farms as early as 1962. In 2008, he turned
to vegetable farming after the launch of the
government’s buyout scheme for poultry
farms in 2008.

The farm’s colourful array of crops includes
strawberries, salad vegetables, bell peppers,
watermelon and tomatoes. There are even
different varieties of the same type of crop,
such as red, orange, yellow, green and black
cherry tomatoes. “Agricultural produce that
is rich in colour is beneficial for health,” Shea
says. “We try to avoid relying on a single
variety, and want to give our customers more
colours to choose from. Our customers tend to
shop for one week’s supply, and having too few
varieties would not appeal to them.” The farm
regularly makes its produce available for sale in
Central and at the Tai Po Farmers’ Market, and
also opens its farm for public visits in order to
promote organic farming. =
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Like Hong Kong, Macau has retained a small
agricultural sector, which relies on its “urban
farmers” appeal to draw participation by the local
population. The Official Provisional Municipal
Council of Macau organises the “New Experience
of Farming” event every year, the latest of which

is taking place now at Hac Sd Park’s Happy Farm.
Aimed at encouraging direct participation by locals,
activities comprise an experiential course and an
advanced course that are scheduled to last three
and six months respectively, and are suited for both
experienced and inexperienced farmers. Professionals
will impart knowledge through teaching and
demonstrations, technical guidance and addressing
questions relating to planting.
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USEFUL INFORMATION

REBFHES
Chun San Yuen Organic Farm
chunsanfarm.com

B
Rooftop Republic
rooftoprepublic.com

R
City Farm
cityfarm.hk

HEAEHE
Hong Kong fact sheet

gov.hkfic/about fabouthk/factsheets/
docs/agriculture.pdf
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Macau’s “New Experience of
Farming”

nature.iacm.gov.mo

HPI T RMEER SBHR
BaBiME

The “New Experience of Farming”
encourages direct participation by locals
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