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Amended and Restated 

2015  

 
  ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 

OF THE 

KEZAR LAKE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

(A New Hampshire Non-Profit Voluntary Corporation) 

ARTICLE 1 
Name 

    The name of the corporation shall be: 
           KEZAR LAKE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, Inc.  
 
                ARTICLE II 
        Purposes and Powers 
 

Section 2.1 Purposes:  The KLPA is organized under the NH Revised Statutes Annotated 

Chapter 292 exclusively for, and will direct its activities to, one or more of these general 

purposes: charitable, educational, scientific, and testing for public safety, and may further such 

purposes through contributions to organizations that qualify as exempt under section 501(c)(3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code.  

a. To serve and promote the general recreational interests of Kezar Lake, Loon Island, 

the local park (Smiley) and state park (Wadleigh) and adjoining areas in the Town of 

Sutton. 

b. To maintain the class B water quality of Kezar Lake and the watershed consistent to 

the standards of NH RSA 485-A:8, for purposes of fishing, swimming and other 

recreational purposes.   

c. To participate and support the voluntary lake monitoring quality and safety 

assessment program sponsored by the NH Department of Environmental Services and 

the NH Lakes Association, or any new related program. 

d. To work with the NH DES-Bureau of Dams, to maintain an appropriate water level in 

Kezar Lake for the benefit of property owners, wildlife, public access, and interests in 

Lane River downstream. 

e. To educate its membership and the public about safe boating, safe swimming, and 

environmental regulations, both state and local, pertaining to Kezar Lake and Loon 

Island.   

f. To educate local residents, and others about Kezar Lake, its eutrophic history and the 

three decade effort to restore the lake.  To further educate, promote and apply good 

management practices throughout the watershed to protect the waters of the lake.       

g. To assist and support the NH Fish & Game Department to sustain a natural habitat for 

fishing and all other wildlife in the watershed and around the lake. 

h. To ensure that free public access to the lake is available and maintained for the 

greater public.  Said access will be monitored for invasive species. 

i. To procure by gift, lease or purchase, land and real estate to benefit the lake and 

watershed; and to sell, exchange and convey same to promote the recreational and 

preservation interests of the lake and community. 

j. To establish and maintain through contributions an ad hoc reserve fund to fulfill any 

purpose under this section. 
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k. To assist and cooperate with town officials, local and state police, to secure safety, 

comfort and security on the roads around Kezar Lake for all users.  

l. To always inculcate a sense of individual obligation on the part of each person on 

Kezar Lake and adjoining areas; to promote the general welfare of all and to establish 

and maintain goodwill and fellowship; and to encourage volunteerism to maintain the 

association as an integral and worthy contributor to the local community. 

 

Section 2.2 Powers:  The Corporation shall exercise all the powers and privileges necessary to 

carry out the corporate purposes, and the powers of non-profit corporations organized under the 

laws of the State of New Hampshire. 

            ARTICLE III 

          Place of Business 

 

 The principal address at which the business of this Corporation is to be conducted is P.O. 

Box 141, North Sutton, New Hampshire-03260.  The place of business of this Corporation shall 

be North Sutton, but the corporation may transact its business or carry out its objects in such 

other places in New Hampshire, and elsewhere, as it shall deem necessary and appropriate. 

          ARTICLE IV 

      Board of Directors 

 The Governing Board of this corporation shall be a Board of Directors of not less than 

three (3) or more than seven (7) persons chosen by the members from the membership at the 

annual meeting.  The By-Laws of this corporation (Association) shall prescribe the procedure of 

nomination and voting of Directors and officers, and removal of same for cause. 

ARTICLE V 

Members 

 The Corporation’s membership shall include any person who has an interest in furthering 

the purposes of the Corporation in compliance to the By-Laws.  The power to revise, amend or 

repeal the By-Laws is reserved to the membership.  The By-Laws shall uphold the one-member, 

one-dues, one-vote principle. 

ARTICLE VI 

General Prohibitions 

 1.  The Corporation shall have no capital stock, and no member ownership of any 

property of the Corporation.   

 2. No part of the net earnings, contributions, and assets of the Corporation shall 

work to the self-dealing of, or benefit of, or be distributable to any officer, director, member of 

the Corporation, or to any non-member person.  There shall be excepted those reasonable 

compensations, consistent to local law or customs, for services and items rendered in behalf of 

the Corporation; and those compensations rendered in pursuit of the purposes stated in Article II.   

 3. The Corporation shall make no substantial part of its activities in the carrying on 

of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not 

participate in, intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political 

campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any 

other provision of these articles, the Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not 

permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions which are 

deductible under section 170(c)(2)  of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section 

of any federal tax code. 
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ARTICLE VII 

Meetings 

There shall be held an annual meeting of the Corporation to be called by the President in the 

months of July or August at a place, date and time to be determined in the By-Laws for the 

purpose of electing officers, directors, and to determine the annual budget and other business as 

shall be determined in the By-Laws of the Corporation.  The By-Laws shall be approved by the 

membership.  Members shall be notified of the meeting at least 30 days in advance by US Mail, 

and electronic means when possible.  Special meetings are as provided for in the By-Laws. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Fiscal Year 

The fiscal year shall be as the By-Laws prescribe. 

ARTICLE IX  

Liability of Directors and Officers 

 No director or officer of the Corporation shall be personally liable to the Corporation for 

monetary damages for any breach of fiduciary duty as a director, or officer, as the case may be, 

except with respect to: 

(a) Any breach of the director’s or officer’s duty of loyalty to the Corporation and its 

stated purposes; or 

(b) Any acts or omissions that are not in good faith or that involve intentional 

misconduct or a knowing violation of law; or 

(c) Any transaction from which the director, or officer, derived an improper personal 

benefit. 

ARTICLE X 

Amendments 

 Any three members may submit in writing a proposed amendment to the Articles of 

Agreement to the Secretary at any time during the year.  Not less than 30 days prior to the annual 

or a special meeting, called for the purpose, the Secretary shall forward a copy of all proposed 

amendments to every member.   

All proposed amendments will be read and presented to the annual or special meeting by the 

Secretary in the name of the persons submitting the proposed amendment, and shall be approved 

upon receipt of two-thirds vote of the members present, or represented by written proxy 

(electronic means acceptable), provided that not less than 35% of the membership is represented.   

The amendment to the Articles of Agreement may be corrected or revised by the members at the 

annual or special meeting so long as the original purpose is retained.   The Board may decide if a 

proposed amendment requires immediate attention and therefore a special meeting.  An 

amendment shall have a single purpose or subject.  If the members at the Annual Meeting wish 

to revise the Articles of Agreement, a committee to develop the revision shall be established with 

a Chairman approved by a majority vote of those present at the meeting.  The Chairman shall 

choose members of the committee. The committee shall first report to the Board of Directors.

 No action with regard to the articles shall be valid if such amendment would in any way 

affect the Corporation’s qualification under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code, unless such action 

is to dissolve the Corporation. 
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 If the members approve a change to the articles, the board of directors will amend the 

article(s) and submit the document to the New Hampshire Secretary of State, and then to the 

clerk of the Town of Sutton, and the Corporation shall pay all required recording fees. 

 

ARTICLE XI 

Merger or Dissolution 

 Notwithstanding a failure to file the required periodic returns with the Secretary of State 

for New Hampshire, dissolution or merger of the KLPA shall occur if all members agree in a 

two-thirds (2/3) vote to direct the Board of Directors in the following manner. 

a.   If a merger is proposed, the Board shall create an ad hoc committee to study its 

feasibility and report back to the Board in a timely manner.  Upon recommendation of 

merger by the Board, the membership may approve the merger by a two-thirds vote at the 

next Annual Meeting, or Special Meeting called for that purpose.  The members shall be 

noticed of this merger thirty (30) days in advance of the approval meeting. 

b.If a dissolution of the KLPA is agreed upon by the membership, the board of directors 

shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of the Corporation’s liabilities 

and obligations within the meaning of article VI, distribute all of the Corporation’s net 

assets for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  If 

there is no successor organization to fulfill any of the purposes of article II then the net 

assets of the Corporation shall be delivered to any worthy 501(c)(3) organization; or in 

the alternative, delivered to the Town of Sutton, or as the Merrimack County Court of 

Probate shall determine. 

 

ARTICLE XII 

Incorporators 

The names of the original incorporators (August 9
th

, 1971) are hereby preserved. 

 

            Certification  

                                    Kezar Lake Protective Association 

 

I, Rosemary Keane, secretary of the KLPA, certify that the forgoing is a true and correct copy of 

the amended and restated Articles of Agreement of the KLPA, duly adopted by unanimous vote 

of the Board of Directors of KLPA, on this __________ day of July, 2015. 
 

________________________________, Rosemary Keane, Secretary 

Dated:       _____________________________ 

 

The KLPA was first incorporated as a non-profit corporation August 11
th

, 1971. 


