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QUIMPER CLUB INTERNATIONAL 
Business Meeting Minutes 
Domaine de Kerluch Gwen 

Combrit, France 
                                                              September 20, 2011 
 
The Annual Business Meeting of the Quimper Club International was called to order 
by Club President, Susan Cox at 1:30 PM. Board Members present were: Susan Cox, 
President; Dale Day, 1st Vice-President; Rachel Papkin, Secretary; Shelagh Ashley, 
Historian. Board Members absent were: Katie Sledge, 2nd Vice-President and Janet 
Fox, Treasurer. 
 

Business 

 
Approval of 2010 Meeting Minutes: Bob Papkin moved that the 2010 Meeting 
Minutes as posted on the QCI web site be approved; the motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
Report of the President: President Susan Cox welcomed all the QCI members and 
guests and noted how fortunate we were to return to Quimper after ten years. She 
thanked everyone for attending, recognized new members as well as those 
attending their first Annual Meeting, officers, foreign liaisons, Sarah Anderson, Gay 
Smith, and Caroline Mann for their work on the Journal, the finance committee, and 
saluted Judy Datesman and Louise Gauthier for the exceptional job they had done 
organizing and making the arrangements for the 2011 Annual Meeting. 
 

• The president stated that the main goals of the Board during the past year 
had been to streamline the organization of QCI, to improve communications 
with the members, and to increase the efficiency with which the officers of 
the Club carried out their duties.  

• She indicated that the Board has decided i)to return to an annual 
membership only renewal to simplify accounting and ii) to eliminate Pay Pal 
as a payment option.  

• She noted that design and color changes had been made to the Journal and 
that printing and mailing of the Journal had been moved from the UK to the 
US. In order to access the articles more easily, Susan informed us, Pat and 
Colin Hull have created an up-to-date index of all the Journals back to 1999.  

• Susan pointed out the substantial changes to the QCI web site, the face of the 
Club, and expressed her appreciation to Katie Sledge for her redesign. The 
web site now includes the blog and features new art and new links to ceramic 
collections in museums and educational institutions around the world. In 
particular, the San Francisco Ceramic Circle has given permission to the Club 
to link our web site to their site that covers faience collections in many 
countries. 
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• She commended Judy Datesman and the French liaisons for the conference 
they organized with the Musee Breton in Quimper. 

Officers’ Reports 

 

• Dale Day, 1st Vice-President reported that the Club will not hold its Annual 
Meeting in Los Angeles in 2012 as had been anticipated. Rather, the next 
Annual Meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; he has proposed  
that  2013 meeting be held in St. Augustine, Florida; and a presentation will 
be made to hold the 2014 Annual Meeting in Brussels, Belgium. 

• Susan Cox read a report from 2nd Vice President Katie Sledge regarding 
Katie’s efforts to redesign the Club’s web site. Katie’s report noted the 
continuing need for volunteers, the changes to the Club blog, the use of a new 
hosting company, as well as the new format of the newsletter. 

• Rachel Papkin presented the Secretary’s report indicating that the Club now 
had 231 members, including 22 new members in 2011. She broke down the 
numbers by country showing the largest number of members (162 or about 
70%) in the United States and the second largest number in France (47 or 
about 20%). 

• Trudi Epstein presented the Treasurer’s report for Janet Fox. She referred to 
the financial data included in the business meeting brochure and pointed out 
that although the income statement for 2010 covered that entire year while 
the 2011 income statement covered only the first eight months of the current 
year, income for the eight months in 2011 already exceeded the entire 2010 
period by just over $4000. In addition, she noted that the 2011 Annual 
Meeting was expected to produce a small profit. Further, she announced that 
Katherine Gearheard would succeed Janet Fox as Treasurer effective 
January 1, 2012. 

• Shelagh Ashley gave the Historian’s report. She said she had been scanning 
documents back to 1999 in order to assure that the Club’s records were as 
complete as possible. She indicated that she would produce CDs of the 
photographs she had been taking at the 2011 meeting, and she asked that 
members send her e-mails or CDs of their photographs.  

 
Donation of Journals: Susan Cox referred to her proposal at the 2010 Annual 
Meeting that sets of the Journal be donated to museums, universities or public 
libraries. She said that no decision has been made on this matter and asked that 
members who had any ideas regarding Journal donations should contact her. 

 

New business 

 
Gaynor Smith, Editor-in-Chief offered comments regarding the Journal. She said 
that moving the printing and mailing of the Journal to the US raised questions about 
handling and distribution of the Journal that needed further consideration. She also 
said she would welcome help with the editing of the Journal from Club members.  
She requested permission to produce one of the two 2012 issues in a larger format, 
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,one of 24 pages and one of 28 pages. She also expressed a desire for high quality 
photographs for inclusion in the Journal (rather than the camera phone 
photographs she sometimes receives.) 

 
The President informed the members that membership renewal forms would be 
sent to them with the winter Journal. This step would be both a financial savings and 
receipt of the Journal would be an incentive for members to complete and return the 
renewal form with their dues promptly. 
 
The President also urged the members to engage in efforts to recruit new 

members.  It is important for members to share their enthusiasm for faience so as 
to increase the Club membership. In this connection, Judy Datesman mentioned a 
conversation with Jacques Verlingue, a former owner of the Quimper faiencerie. Mr. 
Verlingue makes frequent business visits  to the US  and would like to be kept 
advised of Club activities so that he could share this information with his American 
contacts.  
 
The President referred to the reopening of the Musee de Faience in Quimper and 
to the use of the Museum as a resource for QCI. She encouraged Club members to 
support the museum by becoming Friends of the Musee. 
 

Meeting Proposals 

 
2012 Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Judy Bernard. 
 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana was proposed as the venue for the 2012 Annual Meeting 
replacing Los Angeles. Shirley and Tom Newsome have invited the Club to meet in 
Baton Rouge from October 20 to 24, 2012. The capital of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, 
and the surrounding area offer many attractions.  The Marriott Hotel would be the 
headquarters as well as the site of several of the meeting events. Interesting sites 
include the 1932 Art Deco state capitol and an old 20-stop trolley line. There are a 
number of pre-Civil War plantations nearby as well as the largest ante-bellum 
plantation in the US and a plantation that shows how French creoles lived in the 
1790’s. Louisiana is known for its Cajun food and members will have an opportunity 
to enjoy that cuisine and perhaps learn how to ‘cook Cajun’. There will also be an 
opportunity to listen to Cajun music and to visit St. Francisville where the French-
American ornithologist, naturalist and painter John James (Jean Jacques) Audubon 
was inspired to begin drawing American birds. Other possible excursions include 
antique markets in the area as well as a visit to New Orleans, about an hour away.  
 
The proposal to hold the 2012 Annual Meeting in Baton Rouge was approved by the 
Club. 
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2013 St. Augustine, Florida Update: Dale Day 
 

Pursuant to a vote taken at the 2010 Annual Meeting, the 2013 Annual Meeting will 
be held in St. Augustine Florida during October. Founded by Spain in 1565, St. 
Augustine is the oldest city in the United States; it is located on the Atlantic Ocean in 
the northeast part of the state. Headquarters for the meeting will be the Casa Monica 
Hotel, a historic landmark in St. Augustine originally built in 1888 and completely 
restored in1999. Among the events presently planned are a visit to a faience 
collection in nearby Ponte Vedra, a dinner at a Spanish restaurant and a tour of 
Henry Flagler College, named for one of the principal founders (along with John D. 
Rockefeller)of the Standard Oil Company. A major developer, Mr. Flagler built the 
first railroad to run the length of the state. For those members interested in golf, St. 
Augustine is near the championship golf course at Ponte Vedra where the PGA Hall 
of Fame is located.  

 
2014 Brussels, Belgium: Shelagh Ashley 

 
Belgium is a small, but centrally located, country and members attending the 
meeting would be able to visit other places. More important, Belgium is interesting 
in its own right as the seat of the European Union, a repository of great art and 
architecture and a reputation for delicious food and wonderful beer—over 450 
different brands. The presence of the European Union, NATO and the European 
Parliament could present a challenge to Brussels itself as a meeting site, but there 
are a number of other cities close by. Bruges, a charming medieval city with a 
number of canals , churches with great art and wonderful pastries is a possible 
alternate location.  
 
Brussels is famous for its fine restaurants, its chocolate and the Grand Place, one of 
the most magnificent historic squares of Europe. In addition, Brussels offers the 
opportunity for excursions to other interesting places in Belgium (besides Bruges) 
including Antwerp, Tournai, Louvain and the battlefields of Waterloo. 
 
The members’ response was enthusiastic, and Brussels was approved for the QCI 
Annual Meeting in 2014. 
 

Miscellaneous Announcements 

 
Various announcements concerned shipping arrangements, seating for the evening’s 
dinner, the next day’s visit to Morlaix and the afternoon’s ‘surprise’- a visit to M. 
Verlingue’s ‘garage sale’ where members would have an opportunity to buy odd 
pieces of pottery from the HB-Henriot faiencerie for a nominal donation to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
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Closing Thanks 

 
The President thanked all those in Quimper and the surrounding region for their 

help and hospitality in connection with the meeting. Judy Datesman requested that a 
special note of appreciation be given to all those who provided services for the 
meeting, did not ask for deposits, but trusted the Club. Judy asked that the Minutes 
of the meeting specifically state how much the organizers of the meeting 
appreciated this help. 
 
Without any further business, the 2011 Business Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rachel Papkin 
Secretary, Quimper Club International 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


