
1 
 

 

     
NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF BAKERSFIELD AND FAIRFIELD 

February, March, April  2018

 
 

To all of my sisters and brothers 
here at the United Church of 
Bakersfield and Fairfield,  
  Peace and blessings to you! 
This January has been a time of 
change for our congregation, and 
I recognize that my being here 
and writing you this newsletter 
post is a part of that change. I am 
so pleased to be serving as your 
new settled minister, and I am 
filled with hope that together we 
can help to share God’s love 
with our brothers and sisters here 
in Bakersfield and Fairfield.  
 To that end, we have a lot to do. 
In meeting our congregation’s 
leaders, I have learned that 
UCBF is already a congregation 
that has deep ties to the 
community. We are known as 
the local church in town, but we 
would like to be known for more 
than that!  
 We want people to know that 
we are a church that centers 
itself in Christ’s commandment 
to love. We want people to know 
that in pursuit of that love, we 
strive to make a place where 
your loved ones, friends, and 
neighbors can feel free to be 
open and be themselves. We 
want our town to know that no 

matter who you are or where you 
are in your life’s journey, we are 
here to help lift you up and find 
that love that God has for all of 
God’s children. As I settle into 
my position as minister here 
among you, I will focus on 
helping you all build up 
structures in the congregation 
that will allow our towns to 
know us for our love.  
 It is my hope that our Tuesday 
morning Sermon Talk Backs will 
serve as an opportunity to build 
up fellowship, not just between 
members of our congregation, 
but also with our partner 
congregations in Waterville and 
Jeffersonville – and – it’s a great 
way for me to get names down. 
 In February, I will also be 
working to get our own local 
Faith on Tap started. With this, I 
hope we will have a forum 
where working folk in our 
congregation can meet, chat, and 
have fun. 
 Lastly, throughout this entire 
year, I will be working to get to 
know all of you in the 
Bakersfield and Fairfield area. I 
am new in town, and I get that, 
however being new is also an 
opportunity to meet new people 
and engage with new ideas and 
understandings. I believe that all 
of us on this earth are a gift from 
God. It is my hope that together 
we can share our gifts and make 

our church a place where people 
can gather in love and, dare I 
say, have fun while doing it! 
 
Peace be with you all. 
 
Pastor Devon  
 

 
 

 
  Pastor Devon will be having 
office hours at the Second 
Congregational Church in 
Jeffersonville on Tuesdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 
Wednesday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. He will be 
in and out of the office 
depending on his schedule.      
  When he’s available, his door 
is always open.  
  Please call to arrange a visit in 
Bakersfield. (802-310-6517) 
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  We have had a very busy three 
months which have brought a lot 
of changes and blessings to our 
church community. 
  Renovations continued as we 
added a kitchenette and fresh 
paint to our fellowship room, as 
well as an upgrade to the 
bathroom, making it handicap 
accessible. 
  December and January were 
bittersweet as we said goodbye 
to our friend and pastor, Barbara 
Purinton, and hello to our new 
pastor, Devon Thomas.  
  Thank you, Barbara, for your 
leadership, both spiritual and 
practical. It was wonderful to 
journey with you, and you were 
truly a blessing to our church. 
  And a warm welcome to Devon 
who has already brought 
interesting plans, ideas, and 
energy for our church’s future. 
 

 
 

November 2017 
        Income   $1,783 
        Expenses  $2,509 
        Renovations           $606 

December 2017 
        Income  $3,465 
        Expenses  $1,996 

January 2018 
        Income  $1,222 
        Expenses  $2,036 

 
If you missed the Christmas 
Pageant, you can see it on our 
Facebook page along with our 
Advent visitors, and Sunday 
sermons. Be sure to like us while 
you’re there and take a look at 
our website, too.   
Join us on Facebook and our 
website at: 
http://www.unitedchurchbf.org/  
 

 
 We have been planning our 
Lenten calendar. We hope you 
will be able to make it to these 
seasonal services.  
  Our Ash Wednesday Service 
will be on February 14th at 7:30 
p.m. at the UCBF. This is a 
meaningful way to begin the 
Lenten season. 
  We will also be opening the 
church on Wednesday evenings 
(dates TBA) during Lent, from 
5:30-6:30, for a time of quiet 
reflection. 
  There will be a joint Maundy 
Thursday meal and communion 
service with Jeffersonville and 
Waterville, at the Second 
Congregational Church in 
Jeffersonville on March 29th – 
meal at 6:00 p.m., communion 
service at 7:00 p.m.  
  We will be presenting our 
Candlelight Tenebrae Drama 

“The Last Words” on Good 
Friday, March 30th  at 7:00 p.m. 
(Anyone wishing to participate 
in this production, please contact 
Sharon Evans at 827-3970 or 
sleepe48@comcast.net.)  
  Our Easter Sunrise Service will 
be held at Crispell’s at 6:30 a.m. 
followed by a delicious potluck 
breakfast. If you haven’t had a 
chance to attend this enriching 
service, please join us!  
  Our Easter Sunday Service will 
be at our usual service time of 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Join us for a tasty lunch of 
homemade soup and rolls put on 
by the Deacons. It is free and 
open to the public, so invite your 
friends to join us Saturday, 
February 17th from 11:00 a.m.to 
1:00 p.m. for good food and 
good conversation. 
 

 

 
Join us for a delicious 
homemade potluck luncheon 
provided by the UCBF and the 
Bakersfield Historical Society 
following the Bakersfield Town 
Meeting on Tuesday March 6th. 
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The 4th Annual UCBF Town 
Meeting Day Pie Sale will be 
held at the Town Hall on 
Tuesday, March 6th.  
Please contact Sharon Lawyer at 
827-6673 or 
slawyer@enosburgk12.net if 
you are able to provide one or 
more pies for our sale. 
 

 
 

 
We will be starting choir 
rehearsals for our Easter season 
servicesp soon. Watch for 
rehearsal announcements, and 
plan to join us!  
 

 
It's not too early to think about 
Summer Camp Rock Point 2018 
- July 29-August 3. We have our 

volunteer deans! Thank you to 
Rev. Katelyn Macrae and Laura 
Labrie for saying yes to directing 
this week of camp for 5th-8th 
graders. If you would like to 
volunteer this week as a 
counselor or lifeguard, please 
contact Nancy Fowler at 
fowler5vt@gmail.com. Nancy 
Fowler and Laurie Chipman had 
a great time at the Outdoor 
Ministry Association Consult 
Gathering at Silver Lake, CT in 
November. Rev. John Dorhauer 
was at this event and listened to 
some of our camping stories. We 
applied and were awarded a 
$1000 Deering Grant to help 
with the cost of paddle boarding 
at Rock Point next summer. 
 

 
 
  Looking for a Camp 
Scholarship? The United Church 
of Bakersfield and Fairfield 
Deacon’s may be able to help. 
  If you are interested in knowing 
more about this resource, please 
contact a UCBF Deacon or see 
Holly Crispell or Sharon Lawyer 
at the school.  
  It may be February but it is still 
a good time to think about 
summer camp options. 

 
 

The 223nd Annual Meeting of 
the VT Conference, UCC will 

take place on Friday and 
Saturday, April 27-28, 2018 at 

the Lake Morey Resort in 
Fairlee, VT. 

This year’s Conference Theme 
is I Love to Tell the Story - 

Sharing Stories of Faith in the 
21st Century with keynote 
speaker Susanne Schmidt. Sue is 
a comedic storyteller, a sought 
after speaker and teacher, and 
the regional producer for The 
Moth of NPR fame. As a 
Licensed Clinical Mental Health 
Counselor, trainer, and 
speaker, Susanne's compelling 
and humorous presentations 
assist listeners to understand the 
power of stories to heal.   
  Registration will be open by 
March 1st. You can make your 
room reservations directly with 
Lake Morey at any time. There 
is scholarship money available. 
Churches with under 50 
members can get a scholarship 
including full registration and 
meals for one person. 
There is a group rate available 

at Lake Morey Resort  
800-423-1211. 

 

 
Focus Reading: 
Mark 1:14-20 

Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz: 
Nonreligious Thoughts on 
Christian Spirituality, 21st 
century ~ "When one of my 
friends becomes a Christian, 
which happens about every 10 
years because I am a sheep about 
sharing my faith, the experience 
is euphoric. I see in their eyes the 
trueness of the story." 
Sara Miles, Take This Bread: A 
Radical Conversion, 21st 
century ~ "Conversion isn't, 
after all, a moment: It's a 
process, and it keeps happening, 
with cycles of acceptance and 
resistance, epiphany and doubt." 
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John Lancaster Spalding, 19th 
century ~ "Each forward step we 
take we leave some phantom of 
ourselves behind." 
Teilhard de Chardin, 20th 
century ~ "I think that the world 
will not be converted to the 
heavenly hope of Christianity if 
first Christianity does not 
convert itself to the hope of the 
world." 
Booker T. Washington, 20th 
century ~ "Lay hold of 
something that will help you, 
and then use it to help somebody 
else." 
Anne Lamott, 21st century ~ "I 
think joy and sweetness and 
affection are a spiritual path. 
We're here to know God, to love 
and serve God, and to be blown 
away by the beauty and miracle 
of nature. You just have to get 
rid of so much baggage to be 
light enough to dance, to sing, to 
play. You don't have time to 
carry grudges; you don't have 
time to cling to the need to be 
right." 
Vera Nazarian, The Perpetual 
Calendar of Inspiration, 21st 
century ~ "Most of us have 
nicknames -- annoying, 
endearing, embarrassing. But 
what about your true name? It is 
not necessarily your given name. 
But it is the one to which you are 
most eager to respond when 
called." 

 
“The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it.” Genesis 2:15 
  
We recycle at UCBF, but we are 
now working on saving more 

trees by using washable hand 
clothes in the bathroom instead 
of paper towels! Thank you to all 
who help us in caring for God’s 
earth. 

New Kitchenette 

 
 

Bazaar Kitchen Crew 

 
 

Santa & Company 

 
 

Crafts & More 

 
 

Sunday School Pageant 

 
 

 
 
(The following is an excerpt 
taken from a book by Elsie Wells 
titled “Bakersfield Vermont     
the way it was    the way it is” 
Chapter 3: The Churches – 
Congregational Church History 
“August 1873: Letters were 
read, written by Horace Felcher 
and wife Olive, asking for 
dismissal from the Bakersfield 
Congregational Church because: 
‘The members of the church and 
in particular Deacon John 
Perkins sometimes play croquet 
and baseball and other 
amusements inconsistent with 
proper separation from the 
world.’” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
 
  

 
February 14th ~ Ash Wednesday Service ~ UCBF ~ 7:30 p.m. 

February 17th ~ Soup Café ~11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

February and March ~ Wednesday Evenings ~ 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  

Sanctuary Open for Quiet Reflection ~ Dates TBA  

March 29th ~ Maundy Thursday Service ~ Jeffersonville 

Meal at 6:00 p.m. ~ Communion Service at 7:00 p.m. 

March 30th ~ Good Friday Candlelight Tenebrae Drama ~ UCBF ~ 7:00 p.m. 

April 1st ~ Easter Sunrise Service & Potluck Breakfast ~ 6:30 a.m.   

at Holly & John Crispell’s 

April 1st ~ Easter Sunday Service ~ 10:30 a.m.    

 


