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NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF BAKERSFIELD AND FAIRFIELD 

November, December, January, 2016 & 2017

 
 

When upon life’s billows 
you are tempest tossed, 

When you are discouraged, 
thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, 
name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what 
the Lord hath done. 

Count your blessings, name 
them one by one, 

Count your blessings, see what 
God hath done! 

—from the hymn “COUNT 
YOUR BLESSINGS” 
by Johnson Oatman Jr. 

 
   With the growing darkness and 
our preparations for winter, we 
also turn to thinking about 
holidays and reunions. It 
occurred to me that this time of 
year is also perfect for reuniting 
with God – especially when 
activities pick up leading to 
Christmas. It can be a challenge 
to keep the “reason for the 
season” in mind. 
   Winter is often characterized 
as a time for inner work, and we 
tend to spend more time inside 
(unless, God willing, we have 

snow to play in!).  This can be a 
fruitful time if we are intentional 
with our spiritual practices.  
Sometimes we need new ideas, 
new tools to help guide us into a 
deeper relationship with the 
Holy that is within each of us.  
   There has been a growing 
interest in adult coloring books – 
used as a form of meditation and 
stress relief.  Coloring Your 
Blessings is a new offering from 
Paraclyte Press (Sybil MacBeth, 
www.paracletepress.com).   The 
pages are designed to guide one 
into prayer and reflection on 
life’s blessings and challenges – 
when we can embrace the 
challenges as part of life, 
perhaps we can find new ways to 
be thankful for God’s presence 
in those times as well!  
   With any beginning, one first 
starts with some time focused on 
God. The author of this book 
suggests that “you may discover 
that writing the words, coloring, 
and listening can start a 
conversation with God.  The 
quantity of things you include on 
your page is not important. This 
is not a contest with others or 
yourself about gratitude. It is an 
opportunity to honor the simple 
and the significant. What might 
these words have to say to you? 
What is God saying to you?” 
   MacBeth offers a list of 
prompts for one’s prayer: 

• Family 
• Foods you love, and those that 
nourish even if you don’t like 
them 
• Teachers, mentors, and 
coaches 
• People who have died who 
were important to you 
• People who have said what 
you needed to hear 
• Colors, something we take for 
granted—draw with those 
colors on your page 
• Some days it’s hard to see 
anything as a blessing. So start 
simple. Sit in your kitchen, 
or bedroom, or looking out a 
window, or any other place. 
Maybe the words gratitude 
and blessing feel too important 
for trivial things, but being glad 
for or pleased with 
the everyday and ordinary is a 
form of gratitude. Write down 
the most basic of things 
you are glad for: plates, salt and 
pepper, a sharp knife. . . . 
• Characters in the Bible who 
have influenced or taught you 
• Activities in your life: book 
club, soccer league, church, 
recovery group. . . . 
• Pets 
• This one is for a grouchy day. 
On the sheet opposite the 
coloring design, write 
disgruntled words, complaints, 
bad attitudes. After you have 
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unloaded, go to the coloring 
page and start coloring. Don’t 
even try to counteract the 
grumblings from the other page. 
Just color and give it to God. 
• Gifts of this season of the year 
• Alphabet Prayer: Think of 
something you are grateful for 
starting with each letter of 
the alphabet, or multiple things 
starting with just one letter. 
• Bad things from the past that 
paid forward good things 
• Your body parts and what they 
do for you 
• The gifts of the city or town 
where you live 
• The gifts of your country 
• Things about Jesus you are 
grateful for 
• Books that have delighted, 
inspired, or taught you 
• Your work or job—this could 
include complaints on the 
facing page 
   As we share the seasons of 
Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Christmas, and the New Year, I 
offer you this thought: “Holiness 
is not something we consume on 
a Sunday morning, and then 
slowly lose during the week. Nor 
is it a one-time ecstatic 
experience, a mountaintop of 
excitement that we keep trying 
to repeat. Rather, holiness is a 
slowly dawning way of being in 
the world with God and 
neighbor. It is each day’s 
reception of what is always 
offered from the dearest. 
Deepest source of our being – 
offered from the heart of the 
very life of God.” 
    Don E. Saliers, Weavings, 
(Volume XXXII Number I) 
 
Blessings of the season, 
Barbara 
 

 
Katie Evans Oprea is our Sunday 
School coordinator this year and 
is doing fun things with our 
children. November finds our 
students making crafts to sell at 
the Bazaar & Craft Fair on 
Saturday, November 19th and 
preparing for a pageant for 
Christmas Sunday, December 
18th. 

 
Story of Tabitha 

 
Reflecting God’s Light 

 

 
Halloween Party 

 

 
   The Church Board is happy to 
announce that we made our 
pledge goal this year! Thank you 
to those of you who were able to 
make a pledge commitment to 
the UCBF. We also want to 
thank those of you who support 
us with your offerings and more. 
You all are making important 
contributions of Time, Talent, 
and Treasure which enable our 
church to continue the work of 
supporting those in need in our 
community and beyond. 

Deuteronomy 15:7-8 
If there is among you anyone in 

need, a member of your 
community in any of your towns 

within the land that 
the LORD your God is giving 

you, do not be hard-hearted or 
tight-fisted towards your needy 
neighbour. You should rather 

open your hand, willingly  
lending enough to meet the 
need, whatever it may be. 
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August 2016 

        Income   $1,673 
        Expenses  $2,362 

September 2016 
        Income  $1,170 
        Expenses  $2,028 

October 2016 
        Income  $3,705  
        Expenses  $1,937 
         *Repairs            $2,126 

 
Building A Wider  

Network of Community 
This fall we shared a potluck 
supper and conversation with 
our neighboring churches, 
Jeffersonville and Waterville.  
Our hope was to discover some 
ways that we might support each 
other, by publicizing and 
attending events, as well as 
planning some shared events for 
adults, youth and children.  What 
emerged was a clear sense of the 
two areas where we believe our 
churches could focus – 
Spirituality and Mission. How 
might we deepen our personal 
and congregational spirituality 
and then live that out in our 
Mission to the communities and 
beyond? Our first thought is to 
share an adult book discussion in 
January and plan a few winter 
related outings. We are planning 
to participate in the Vermont 
Humanities Vermont Reads 

2017 Program, reading Brown 
Girl Dreaming.  Please watch 
for updated information! 
www.vtreads.org 
 

 
*UCBF Annual Christmas 

Bazaar & Craft Fair 
~Saturday November 19th at the 
Bakersfield Historical Society 
Building - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
~Breakfast with Santa from 9:30 
until 11:00 a.m. 
~Luncheon 
~Crafts, local vendors, food, 
~Grandma’s Attic  
~Baked Goods  
~Food Basket Raffle 
~Christmas Cookie preorder.  
To preorder rolls or pies, or for 
vendor tables, call Kathy at 933-
4121. 
 

 
A local outreach program to help 
needy families celebrate 
Christmas with food and gifts. 
To find out how you can help, 
contact Sharon Lawyer at 
slawyer@enosburgk12.net or 
827-6673. 

 

 
Advent is coming and there are 
six opportunities to light the 
Advent wreath this year:  
Sundays, November 27, 
December 4, 11, 18, 25 and 
Christmas Eve. A signup sheet 
and the readings are available in 
the narthex or speak to Barbara.. 

 
Excerpts taken from the Pastor’s 
Report for 1967 ~ Bakersfield 
Congregational Church  
  “A farewell service for Dwight 
Ovitt who was leaving soon for 
Micronesia in the Peace Corps 
was arranged by the moderator, 
Mrs. Earl Gates, at which time a 
gift was presented to him. 
  The average attendance in 
Bakersfield was 31+ and for East 
Fairfield 19+. I made 294 calls 
for Bakersfield shut ends during 
the year and 108 for the East 
Fairfield church making a total 
of 402. I had six funerals and 
three weddings. I have read 91 
study books besides church 
magazines during the year. 
  I try to write each week a new 
sermon and to proclaim the "old 
Gospel" in the most up-to-date 
terms because I believe that it 
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was never more timely than 
now. The Bible speaks to our 
time. 
  While Dwight Ovitt is not 
present, I want to thank him once 
again publicly for the work he 
put in this past summer with the 
young people. They met as long 
as he was here but voted to close 
when he left in the fall. The choir 
however has kept going. 

Respectfully submitted, 
                   Warren E. Mesler” 

(Dwight Ovitt now lives in 
Hawaii and visits our church 

when he comes home for a visit. 
He has even provided some 

historical facts about the Ovitt 
family for our newsletter.) 

 

 
 
Christmas Fund 
Provides direct financial 
assistance to retired and active 
United Church of Christ 
authorized ministers and lay 
employees and their surviving 
spouses, including pension and 
health premium supple- 
mentation, emergency 
assistance, and Christmas thank-
you checks.  A ministry of the 
Pension Boards, the offering is 
received annually on the Sunday 
before Christmas. 

 
Greetings! 
On Sunday 
I had the 
privilege of 
attending 
the 
dedication 
of the 
newly fixed 
steeple at 

the College Street UCC in 
Burlington. It was a wonderful 
morning! The congregation and 
pastor, Ken White reaffirmed the 
message that has carried them 
through the loss and damage of 
the fire - The building was 
certainly damaged, including the 
need to move elsewhere while 
the repairs were made, but the 
CHURCH was always there 
because they, the people are the 
church! 
At the service that morning were 
many of the people who have 
helped College Street UCC over 
the last months of recovery: the 
firefighters who responded that 
day, police officers, a 
representative from the Jewish 
congregation who shared their 
space so generously, a 
steeplejack, some of the people 
who helped clean up the mess, 
and I know I'm missing several 
others. Two representatives 
from the UCC Insurance Boards 
were also present because the 
church was insured with them 
and they worked with 
congregational leaders step by 
step in the rebuilding process. 
The clear message I heard on 
Sunday was a word of deep 
gratitude for the kindness they 
received and a commitment to 
extend that kindness throughout 
the community. 
Blessings on the people and 
pastor at College Street Church 
and they continue to grow and 
deepen in their life and mission.  
In peace, 
                Lynn Bujnak  

Conference Minister 
 

Responding to 
Hurricane Matthew 

Hurricane Matthew has caused 
horrific damage and loss of life 

in the Caribbean and United 
States. The United Church of 
Christ is raising money for its 
disaster relief efforts in response 
to Hurricane Matthew through a 
special One Great Hour of 
Sharing appeal. There are two 
options to contribute financially 
to the UCC's efforts: 

Go online and donate on the 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

page making sure to designate 
your gift for Hurricane Matthew 

Or 
Send a check to: 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
(UCC) 

Memo: Hurricane Matthew 
Financial Services Office 
700 Prospect Ave. East 
Cleveland, OH 44115  

Thank you! 
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2016 
 

*Waterville Concert ~ November 18th 

*UCBF Annual Christmas Craft Fair & Bazaar ~ Saturday, November 19st  

*Thanksgiving Basket Turkeys to Fairfield Community Center~November 19th  

*Hanging of the Greens, 1st Sunday of Advent, Potluck Lunch ~November 27th 

*Live Nativity Scene ~ TBA  

*Enosburg Opera House Christmas Concert ~ December 4th at 2:00 p.m. 

*Christmas Cookie & Craft Fair ~ Jeffersonville December 10th  

*Christmas Fund Offering ~ December 18th (See UCC News for information) 

*Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ~ December 24th at 7:00 p.m. 

*Christmas Sunday Service ~ December 25th at 10:30 a.m. 
(This will be a brief service with lots of carols! Come as you are.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


