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4. Find friends to hold you accountable to 
your goals. 

5. The 80/20 Principle is real. 80% of your 
output comes from 20% of your input. 
Don’t major in minor things.

6. Learn by doing. Take small risks (try cryp-
tocurrency). Sometimes, you’ll learn the 
hard way, so reflect and optimize. 

13. Use this flowchart to channel your sav-
ings. Take the Emergency Fund seriously 
(3+ months expenses). Shit happens.

14. Do tax-planning up front. Taxes are your 
largest expense.

15. Corporations have tax advantages. You 
can use business income to pay “busi-
ness” expenses and reduce tax liability.

16. Good debt = a vehicle for amplifying 
returns. Example: a 3% loan that returns 
10%.

17. Bad debt = high-interest, unforgiving 
(credit cards, mafia). 14% less credit card 
interest = 14% more you’re saving. 

18. Refuse the urge to dip into savings and 
investments. 

SET GOALS

SAVE

BUILD ASSETS

How can you achieve your ten 
year plan in the next six months? 

–PETER THIEL

1. If you really want something, ask “How 
can I afford it?”

2. Budget for goals. What are you saving 
for? Why? Tip: Spend money on experi-
ences.

3. Set big goals. Think 10x.

7. Start saving early, no matter how little you 
make. Compound interest is very power-
ful.

8. Save too much.

9. Pay yourself first by automating savings 
(deposits, contributions). Machines save 
better than humans.

10. Start by saving 10% of your income. In-
crease by 1% every year. 

11. Use 80/20 to save. Reducing your rent by 
10% is a faster way to save than refusing 
cups of coffee. 

12. Spending less = making more. Beware: 
most people start spending more as they 
make more.

Saving too much gives you options. 
Saving too little means someone 
else makes decisions for you. 

–PAUL SULLIVAN

19. Keep your day job (for now), but start 
building assets. Assets create wealth while 
you sleep. Let assets work for you.

20. Financial freedom = all your expenses are 
covered by passive income from your as-
sets, not your paycheck.

21. Start investing today. Investing = safety of 
principal + adequate return. Investing ≠ 
speculation. Speculation = gambling.

22. Invest in index funds to avoid fees. Each 
dollar in fees is one less dollar that can 
compound over time.

23. Build principal. Reinvest. 

24. Automate your investment moves (i.e. 
dollar-cost averaging). Intelligent inves-
tors don’t screen-check and stress. 

25. Ride out corrections. Even bear markets 
don’t last. Patience.

26. Always keep some cash around: “The 
best opportunities come in times of max-
imum pessimism” (John Templeton).

GIVE & RECEIVE 27. Know when to accept a gift, and say thank 
you. But keep in mind: in German, gift 
means “poison.”

28. Donate +10% of income. Give and you 
shall receive. 

Someone’s sitting in the shade to-
day because someone planted a 
tree a long time ago.

–WARREN BUFFETT

Generosity is giving more than you can.

–KHALIL GIBRAN
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