COMPASSION SUNDAY 2011
PRESENTATION

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Introduction
Hello, my name is [name]. Today, we are taking part in a national event called Compassion Sunday. For the next few minutes, we will
focus on the needs of children around the world who live in extreme poverty – and how we, as a church family, can take a small step
that will make a big difference to these children.

Children in Poverty
All you have to do is pick up any newspaper or turn on the TV to realize that children all around the world suffer the devastation of
poverty. Every day, millions of innocent young lives face hunger, disease, a lack of education, inadequate shelter, abuse and neglect.
Imagine how helpless and hopeless children feel living in the shadow of the “mountain” of poverty.
Imagine how this “mountain” overpowers their daily lives and crushes their hope for the future.
Tragically, many of these children have never even heard that God loves them. But the wonderful news is that God does love them,
and together, we can move the “mountain” of poverty from their lives, one child at a time.
Through Compassion’s ministry of one-to-one sponsorship, more than one million children are being given real help for today and
hope for a bright future. Most importantly, they are learning how much God loves them.
Show The DVD [choose the 2-minute or 4-minute version]
I’d like to begin by showing you a short video that demonstrates how one small act can change a life forever.

Your Experience As A Sponsor
After You Show The Video/Suggested Script:
We’ve just heard the testimonies of young people whose lives were changed when one person stepped up and became their sponsor.
This film has a special meaning to me because...(insert personal experience).
If Not Showing the DVD/Suggested Script:
I made the decision to become a child sponsor (insert # of years) years ago. That small step led me to sponsor (sponsored child’s
name). Sponsorship has blessed my life in ways I couldn’t have imagined (expand on this point). I know that sponsorship has also
made a big, life-changing difference to (sponsored child’s name)...(expand on this point).

Thoughts From The Bible
Many scriptures call us as Christians to speak out and care for the poor. For example, in Matthew 25:40, Jesus says: “I tell you the
truth, whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
Scripture also shows us over and over again how God delights in taking small things and multiplying their impact many times over
(use one of these or choose your own: Mark 6:30-44, 1 Samuel 17 or Mark 4:30-32/Matthew 17:20-21)

Invitation To Sponsor
Through Compassion’s ministry, sponsored children are equipped to defeat the “mountain” of poverty in their lives through
the special benefits and learning opportunities they receive.
Beyond the practical everyday help that Compassion offers – such as medical, nutritional and educational assistance –
each sponsored child also has the opportunity to learn about the love of God and the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Last year, nearly 150,000 Compassion – assisted children put their faith in Jesus Christ.
Today, you can take the small step of sponsorship to transform the world for one girl or boy. I’d like you to take that small step.
It costs only $38 a month – a little more than one dollar a day – to make a big difference in the life of a child in need.
After the service I will be at a table located (give location) where you can see pictures and information about individual children
waiting for sponsors.

Final Thoughts
As a church family, God can take our small steps and use them to bring great and lasting change to the lives of children who
otherwise face a lifetime of suffering, hardship and hopelessness. Let us show them that we care in Jesus’ name. God has
promised to multiply our seeds of faith. Together, we can move the mountain of poverty, one child at a time. Thank you.

MOVE IT!
To supplement the Start small. Think big. theme of CS11, this short sketch illustrates that a small step of faith can achieve a lot –
but you have to take it! There are references to TV ‘makeover’ shows - especially ‘Extreme Makeover’ - in this sketch: play it up!
STAGE IS SET TO SUGGEST A SUBURBAN HOME – TABLE, CHAIRS, AN ARMCHAIR, PERHAPS A COMPUTER/TV.

ONE:

ONE IS PACING UP AND DOWN, CLEARLY AGITATED AND IMPATIENT.

Oh come ON! It’s just getting too much to stand. Where ARE these people! (GOES TO CENTER STAGE LOOKING OUT OVER AUDIENCE AS IF
LOOKING OUT OF A WINDOW)

It’s still there. I’m sure it’s gotten bigger. (DOORBELL RINGS.) At last!

(GOES TO OPEN DOOR STAGE LEFT. TWO AND THREE ENTER. TWO DOES EVERYTHING IN THE EXAGGERATED MANNER OF 50’S TV COMEDY SHOWS (E.G. I LOVE LUCY).
TWO ‘CHARGES IN’ AND IS IMMEDIATELY LOOKING AROUND EVERYTHING, TOUCHING STUFF, AS IF SIZING UP THE ROOM FOR MAJOR CHANGES! THREE JUST WALKS IN
AND WAVES KINDLY AT

ONE.)

ONE:

Hey I’m so glad you’re here; I’ve been trying to cope on my own . . .

TWO:

(INTERRUPTS) I know, but now you don’t have to because I’m here. And my team and I will transform this space into something
beyond your wildest dreams. The beast will become the beauty. Here (FROM A SHOULDER BAG, TWO HANDS A BOX OF TISSUES TO ONE,
WHO IS CONFUSED),

take these.

ONE:

What?

TWO:

The tears will flow. (TWO PATS ONE’S HAND) The tears WILL flow.

THREE: (WHO HAS WALKED TO THE FRONT OF THE STAGE AS IF LOOKING OUT OF THAT WINDOW) I see the problem.
ONE:

(RELIEVED) You do? Oh thank you.

TWO:

Problem? No problemo, just an opportunity. An opportunity to bring some color to this oh-so-monochrome interior.

ONE:

No. I don’t want . . .

TWO:

Aw hush. Don’t worry, it’s all free, you’ll soon be relaxing in a state-of-the-art spa that will be located (LOOKS ALL ROUND ROOM)
. . . over . . . THERE . . . you’ll be floating on a bed of bubbles in no time; just chill while we trick out your kitchen and pimp
your crib like you ain’t NEVER imagined!

ONE:

(UTTERLY BEMUSED) Sorry, my crib? What…?

THREE: (CALMLY) It’s ok, I see what changes you long for.
TWO:

(MOVING THINGS AROUND) Right, let’s rip out the old stuff and in with the new! (CARRIES ON RANDOMLY MOVING STUFF ABOUT.
THREE JUST STANDS LOOKING OUT OF THE WINDOW)

ONE:

Please, stop (TWO IS IN A WHIRLWIND, RUSHING ABOUT). Stop. Don’t touch that. Careful. Steady! That’s glass! Take it easy!
Slow down. WILL YOU STOP! (TWO STOPS, SLIGHTLY INSULTED)

TWO:

Well you don’t have to shout.

THREE: This is the heart of it, here – look!
ONE:

Yes, I’ve been trying to tell you.
(THEY ALL GATHER CENTER STAGE LOOKING ‘OUT OF THE WINDOW’ OUT TO AUDIENCE.)

ONE:

So you see it now?

TWO:

Oh I surely do (BEAT) . . . that yard is SO shabby!

THREE: No… (TILTS TWO’S CHIN UP)…just look up slightly.
TWO:

(AS TWO LOOKS UP, HIS/HER FACE DROPS) Wooooaaaahhhh. We’re gonna need the whole crew.

ONE:

(SAD, ANGRY) It’s been there too long, I can’t stand it. I can hear the children crying as it gets bigger, it’s like it crushes their hope.
I’ve got to do something to help them, I’ve got to do something about it; I can’t just let it keep getting bigger and bigger.

THREE: It’s the most terrible mountain. It’s got to be stopped.
ONE:

But what can be done? How do you move something so enormous?

TWO:

(SPRINGS BACK INTO LIFE) OK, here’s what we do. My construction guys design and build the world’s biggest, most extreme
earthmover. We get huge caterpillar tracks and the horsepower of a million powerful horses, we ramp up the torque,
spice up the engine, turn up the thrusters and we don’t take no for an answer! Oh and put in customized interior panels,
velvet seating and a bass-booster system to shake the entire ‘hood!

ONE:

Will that do it? Will that move the mountain?

THREE: No.
TWO:

No?! What do you mean? You’ve seen how we have moved some really, really BIG stuff with my trademark extreme moves,
hey I’ll just shout ‘MOVE THAT HILL’ and we’ll all put our backs into it and . . .

THREE: (INTERRUPTS) . . . and it won’t move an inch. This mountain won’t move just by huffing and puffing at it. It won’t move
by pushing and it won’t move by re-arranging the yard around it. It’s gonna take something else.
ONE:

What do I need to move it?

TWO:

Yeah, come on what’s gonna move this if it ain’t my extreme dreams!

THREE: You need this (TAKES A TINY HANDKERCHIEF FROM A POCKET, AND OPENS IT OUT CAREFULLY).
ONE:

What is it?

THREE: It’s the only thing that will ever move this mountain, the only way to release children from its shadow. It’s a seed.

TWO:

Are you feeling ok? Did you bang your head? (TAPS ON THREE’S FOREHEAD). Hello! This is a seed. A seed. That is a mountain.
A small thing. A big thing. You do the math!

ONE:

No, wait - I get it. It’s no ordinary seed is it?

THREE: It’s a seed of faith. And it really is all you need. Do you believe that?
ONE:

(CONSIDERS A MOMENT) Yes, I do.

THREE: You’re ready then. Here, take it.
TWO:

Whaaaaaattttt are you doing? You can’t be serious!

THREE: (ENCOURAGING ONE) Tell it to move. Go on - use the seed.
ONE:

(TAKES A DEEP BREATH) Mountain! With this seed of faith, move! (THROWS THE SEED OUT OF WINDOW – INTO AUDIENCE. THEY WATCH IT FLY…)

TWO:

See, it’s just gonna land on the . . . oh my . . . (THEY ALL GASP AND ARE AMAZED)

TWO:

It’s . . . it’s . . .

THREE: Yes.
ONE:

It’s gone! And the children . . . they’re free!

TWO:

(SITS DOWN, QUIET AND AMAZED, PUTS HANDS TO FACE)

ONE:

Here. Take these. (ONE HANDS TWO THE TISSUES). You’re right – the tears will flow.

THREE: (STILL STARING OUT OF THE WINDOW) You might want to see this.
ONE:

What is it?
(THEY RUN TO THE WINDOW)

THREE: So I have a question.
(THREE TAKES A STONE FROM THE OTHER POCKET AND THROWS IT TO ONE, WHO CATCHES IT. FREEZE ACTION.)
You wanna do something about that giant?
- ENDS -

CHILDREN’S TALK AND ACTIVITIES
Age Recommendation: Elementary Children (1st – 5th Grade)

Title: Little Stone + Young Boy = Big Results!
Materials Needed: A small stone, a letter from a Compassion Child (if available), a picture of a Compassion child (if available)
Scripture: Story of David and Goliath, 1 Samuel 17:22-50 NIV

Key Verse: “David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name
of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied’.” (1 Samuel 17:45 NIV)
Sermon Ideas
Opening: What am I holding in my hand? (Hold up the little stone and ask kids to put their hands up with their answers.)
Once they have had a go at answering, ask them what do you think the stone could be used for?
Then tell the story of the day when a little stone and a young boy made a HUGE difference - The story of David and Goliath. Make
yourself little when you are telling the David bit and as tall as you can when you are being Goliath.
Fact: The Bible says that David was a young teenager when he took on the nearly 10 foot tall Goliath. Goliath was feared and famous
throughout David’s region, Goliath had never lost a battle until the day David defeated him.
Get Feedback: Ask the kids how they would have felt if they were David? Ask them why none of the adults were brave enough to
fight Goliath? Ask them why they think David was brave enough to fight Goliath?
Back to God: The story of David and Goliath shows how a small boy stood up to a big giant that was used to getting his own way.
The story is God’s way of letting us know that no matter how small we are, no matter how big our problems might be, He can help us.
Introduce Compassion:
Ask the kids what big problems children can face in their lives?
Talk very simply about children in America and other countries, who may not have enough to eat, may be sick, lonely or frightened.
Explain how these problems are like Goliath.
Ask the kids if they think that God can help these children, just like He helped David to beat Goliath?
If you can, show a picture of a Compassion sponsored child. Say that Compassion is God’s way of helping a child to beat their
problems – just like He helped David beat Goliath.
Ask the kids if they would like to help you to pray for the children that Compassion is helping and for all the many children who are
still waiting to find a sponsor.

Let’s Pray
Heavenly Father,
We know that you love us and all the children of the world. Today we pray for children who feel forgotten, sick, hungry or afraid.
Please help Compassion and all these children to be safe, happy and to know your love today and every day.
Paint, Color, and get Involved!
Here are some ideas to help you get involved and make Compassion Sunday a time to remember!
Paint a Stone
After your talk, invite the kids to paint a stone. When it is dry they can take it home as a reminder that God can help us in a BIG way.
Make a Prayer Wall
Get a big piece of card or paper, get the kids to draw a picture of a stone, cut it out and write a prayer on their stone. Put up all the stones
on your card or paper to make a wall. You could also put some scriptures on your wall relating to the theme of ‘Start small. Think big.’
Psalm 8:2 NIV
“From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise because of Your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.”
Psalm 10:14 NIV
“But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; You consider it to take it in hand.
The victim commits himself to You; You are the helper of the fatherless.”
Psalm 72:4 NIV
“He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; He will crush the oppressor.”
Mark 9:36-37 NIV
“Jesus took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of
these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
Once the wall is finished, you could show it to the adults in a later service and explain why you made it on Compassion Sunday.
Get Active for Compassion
Ask the kids if they would like to do an event to raise money for the children that Compassion helps. Some ideas for the kids event
– ask the parents to bake treats with their children and hold a Compassion Bake Sale one Sunday, hold a Compassion Picnic after
Church and ask each adult to donate a dollar to Compassion, hold a sponsored baseball match / bike ride or bubble blowing party,
ask the kids to give up candy or TV for a week and bring in a dollar for Compassion.
Your kids may have great ideas of their own.

POVERTY FACTS
Here are some useful facts to include in your event. Choose one or two from the following list to add to the points you are making in
your presentation. Remember that speaking from your heart about sponsoring a child is always the most dynamic and effective way
of sharing with others about the issues surrounding child poverty.
- A child dies from hunger every five seconds.
- One third of the world’s children live in extreme poverty.
- One in every six children between the ages of 5 and 14 is involved in child labor.
- More than 2 billion people lack access to electricity and modern forms of energy.
- More than 1 billion (one in five) people live on less than $1 a day.
- Every day, 1,600 women and more than 10,000 newborns die globally due to complications that could have been prevented.
- Approximately 15 million children under the age of 18 have lost one or both parents to AIDS.
- 20 million children have had to leave their homes due to war. This is roughly the population of Australia.
- An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked every year, many for sexual exploitation or cheap labor.
- More than 10 million children under age 5 die each year. Two-thirds of these deaths - more than 6 million deaths every year are from malnutrition and other preventable causes.
- Children under age 18 make up 49 percent of the population of the world’s least developed countries, compared with
21 percent of the population of the world’s industrialized nations.
- Approximately 143 million children in the developing world (one in 13) are orphans.

For more facts about the devastating effects of poverty on the lives of children, explore the Quick Facts at compassion.com
Sources: www.unicef.org, www.unep.org, www.one.org, www.who.int, www.freeworldacademy.com, www.nationmaster.com

BIBLE VERSES
There are more than 2,000 verses in the Bible that refer to poverty and social justice. In your presentation, it might be helpful to highlight
that sponsoring a child is a powerful and effective way to respond to the many scriptures that teach us to reach out to the poor.
You might like to choose one or two scriptures from the following list or find another verse to share that has a particular meaning to you.
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.”
Proverbs 31:8 (NIV)
“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will
certainly not lose his reward.”

Matthew 10:42 (NIV)
“Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry.”
Exodus 22:22-23 (NIV)
“He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; he will crush the oppressor.”
Psalm 72:4 (NIV)
“Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the poor?”
Job 30:25 (NIV)
“This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.”
Psalm 34:6 (NIV)
“My whole being will exclaim, ‘Who is like you, O LORD? You rescue the poor from those too strong for them, the poor and needy
from those who rob them.’ ”
Psalm 35:10 (NIV)
“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.”
Psalm 82:3 (NIV)
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world.”
James 1:27 (NIV)
“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another’.”
Zechariah 7:9 (NIV)
“He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.”

Micah 6:8 (NIV)

