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Flonzie Brown Wright has been a very influential part of the Civil Rights Movement. Ms. Brown Wright,
born in Farmhaven, Mississippi in 1942, was brought up by her parents in Canton, Mississippi. Ms. Brown
Wright’s parents, Little T. Dawson Brown and Frank Brown Sr., tried to protect her from the “raw, ugly
racism” that existed at the time with little avail. Ms. Brown Wright attended a Catholic grammar school in
Canton for elementary school and Canton Public Schools for high school. She also attended Tugaloo
College in California and Millsaps College in Mississippi. 

 
Up until the assassination of Medgar Evers, a field secretary of the Mississippi NAACP, Ms. Brown Wright
didn’t have much of an opinion on the Civil Rights Movement. However, she would later and it would
shape who she was and what she did. Ms. Brown Wright got involved in the Civil Rights movement when
she won the position of election commissioner for Madison County, Mississippi. In this position, she set up
and monitored elections, trained poll workers, and supervised registrars; all of this decreased the control of
the Jim Crowe Laws. She also sued the Elections Board three times because they wouldnot qualify black
candidates and certain black poll workers. She said, “I’d like to think my election in 1968 helped encourage
other African American officials to run for office. My election marked a change in that whole process. It
gave me the power and opportunity to right some of the wrongs.” This is the main reason she should be
chosen to be the Person of the Year.

 
After she was the Election Commissioner for Madison County, Ms. Brown Wright had two other jobs. One
of these jobs was vice-president of the Institute of Politics at Millsaps College from 1969 to 1973. There she
taught “grass-roots organizing and campaign management” and ran campaigns. She was also appointed to
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) as an investigator in 1974.

 
In 1994 she wrote a book called Looking Back to Move Ahead. The book talks about her young life growing
up in Canton. It also talks about the involvement of others in the Civil Rights movement. Ms. Brown Wright
was also in a documentary film about the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s called Standing
On My Sisters’ Shoulders.

 
Today Ms. Brown Wright is the CEO of FBW & Associates, a marketing consulting firm in Germantown,
Ohio. She is the founder of The Flonzie B. Wright Scholarship Fund, which is a fund to help students stay in
school. She is also a member of the National Association of Female Executives. With all that she has done,
she has received 400 Community Service Awards and is listed in “Who’s Who Among Black Americans”. 

 
Ms. Brown Wright tells organizers “to use today’s technology to stay connected” and “to get the word out
there.” In saying these things she means for the organizers to be more efficient than her and others that had
“to go door-to-door”. “There’s nothing wrong with hard work,” says Ms. Brown Wright. “You’ve got to
make your own way.”

 
Ms. Brown Wright should be the Person of the Year because she encouraged other African Americans to
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