
The UN Secretary-General has called for a decade of action on the SDGs. The 2019 SDG Summit 
will be the launch pad for this next phase, as the first of four-yearly events where Heads of State 
and Government come together to review progress made on all 17 SDGs of the 2030 Agenda, and 
demonstrate increased ambition for the second four-year cycle of the Agenda.

A call for “accelerated action” is at the heart of the political declaration for the Summit. The event 
itself will include “leaders dialogues” on entry points for acceleration and on a vision for 2020–2030 to 
“highlight critical actions for accelerating the achievement of the SDGs.”

SDG16+ targets on peaceful, just and inclusive societies highlight two fundamental principles of the 
2030 Agenda: “universality” and “leave no one behind”.  SDG16+ targets are universal—all countries 
have room to improve on peace, justice, and inclusion. At the same time, SDG16+ targets draw 
attention to the needs of people, communities, and societies at greatest risk of being left behind due 
to violence, injustice, exclusion, and poor governance. In order to achieve SDG16+ and the future we 
want, we need to increase commitments to invest in and sustain evidence-based actions that build on 
and scale up current efforts to achieve the SDG16+ targets.

What is an “SDG16+ Acceleration Action”? 
Acceleration Actions are “initiatives voluntarily undertaken by countries 
and other stakeholders to contribute to a speeded-up implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda.” They need not be new ideas but should result in an 
acceleration of delivery of the SDG targets.

SDG16+ Acceleration Actions can be made by a wide range of actors, 
including: governments or governmental agencies at all levels (i.e., 
executive, legislative, judicial, and administrative, and at the national, 
regional, and local level); intergovernmental organizations; private 
sector firms; non-governmental organizations; professional associations; 
journalists and media organizations; and academic institutions. 

Such actions can have global, regional, national, or local impact, and they 
can be new initiatives or a commitment to sustain on-going efforts.
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Is your “SDG16+  
Acceleration Action” SMART?

S Specific

M Measurable

A Achievable

R Resource based

T with Time-based
deliverables

#Act4SDG16Plus

Pathfinders Guidelines  
on Acceleration Actions for SDG16+

Highlighting SDG16+ at the SDG Summit

www.sdg16.plus

https://www.un.org/pga/73/wp-content/uploads/sites/53/2019/06/Letter-on-sharing-second-draft-and-invitation-to-12-June-meeting.docx_.pdf


Where should the  
Acceleration Actions be registered? 
In the lead up to the 2019 SDG Summit, a registry has been launched where governments and other 
partners can register acceleration actions towards the 2030 Agenda, whether it is for one or multiple 
SDGs. These initiatives can be registered by anyone, from individuals, to organizations and companies, 
to local and national governments of all levels, both individually or in partnership. 

Pathfinders will assist UN DESA to track commitments as they are registered. We will keep a rolling 
tally of who has registered SDG16+ related commitments. We need your help to keep  
this tally up-to-date: Please submit the title of your Acceleration Actions, once registered, and 
contact details to  paula.sevilla@nyu.edu. 

What next?
Follow-up: After registering Acceleration Actions on the SDG Accelerator, you can share updates on 
the progress of the action/s to share knowledge on their progress and challenges.

Communicate: Given the diversity of those working on the SDG16+ targets, we need to work hard 
to align our communications. The aim is not to speak with one voice – but for many voices to join 
a massed choir. We need to get all of our communication and advocacy teams briefed on this 
opportunity – getting the message both directly to our partners and more broadly through social 
media. Spread the word by using the hashtag: #Act4SDG16Plus!

2

Acceleration Actions can take many different forms, including but not limited to:

Financial, in-kind, and pro bono resources to a particular cause

Legal, regulatory, or policy changes to address SDG16+ challenges

Capacity building or educational initiatives

New joint initiatives to drive progress on SDG16+ targets

New data collection, analysis, and research to contribute to a further understanding of SDG16+ 
challenges and best practices

Existing declarations or campaigns on SDG16+ related topics

New in-country initiative at national, sub-national, or local levels to accelerate action on SDG16+

Upcoming guidelines to support advocacy, implementation, monitoring, and accountability of 
SDG16+ implementation

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/register

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/register/?source=90
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/
mailto:paula.sevilla%40nyu.edu?subject=
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/progress/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/register

