
said he had been coerced to sign and that it be turned over to him .  And in point of fact, as reported by the local media, 
that letter was later produced and handed over.   
 That left a final effort to be pursued:  a civil suit.  Ron made it clear from the beginning and especially to the 
attorney he hired: he wasn’t after money (which is typically the intended outcome of any civil lawsuit).  Rather, Ron 
wanted the truth to be made known so that he and other victims could find healing and that there be some hope of 
there being no further victims.    

No one in the circle Ron sought advice from promoted the attorney that was finally hired.  The Jeffrey Anderson 
Law Firm had proven to be, in almost all other cases, a hostile adversary of the Catholic Church per se.   Thus, no one 
wanted that to be the choice because it was unequivocally Ron’s desire that the Church herself not be attacked.   So 
those gathered to advise Ron fanned out and contacted (if memory recalls) at least 5 to 6 other attorneys and Law Firms 
who would be respectful of the Church per se, as Ron desired.  But none of those attorneys/firms would represent Ron 
once they learned that his grievance included an accusation of coercion by a bishop.  For that reason, none of them 
would take the case.  (Let this serve to correct the public claim made in a Grand Forks Herald article that no attorney but 
Anderson would take Ron’s case – thus suggesting his case had no merit.  That is not accurate.  The deal breaker for the 
other firms wasn’t taking the case against Ron’s accused abuser.  The deal breaker was when they learned Ron’s case 
would also include the one whom he says coerced him to silence.)  Thus, when the group gathered again, there was a 
seemingly inevitable conclusion: given Ron’s goals to have the whole of his story come to light, then there was really 
only one choice left to Ron for an attorney: Jeffrey Anderson and Associates. 

When they were hired, Ron was emphatic with them from the start:  he would not tolerate any of his attorneys 
attacking the Catholic Church – its faith or its doctrines – in representing his case.  And frankly, I found Jeffrey Anderson 
and his staff to be extraordinarily respectful and gracious to Ron and Patty.  In the two times I was in the Jeffrey 
Anderson Law Offices, I witnessed the entire staff offer only expressions and actions of respect for the dignity of victims 
and their families.   Again – whatever Jeffery Anderson’s ultimate motives are – in point of fact, he and his staff treated 
this particular victim and his wife better than they have been treated by some of the people and clergy of the local 
Church.  I ask yet again:  Dear God: will we ever learn?   
  The day before the final press conference on November 5th, Ron told me he wasn’t certain he could make it 
through his testimony, given the strong emotions he was feeling.  He asked me if I would be willing to step in and finish 
it for him if he needed me to.  Of course I would.   But I assured him:  “Our Lady of Fatima” (to whom we had entrusted 
this journey from the outset) “will have her hand upon your heart….and you’ll make it.”  And he did.    

There was a ‘walk through’ of the press conference at 11am that day.  The actual press conference was to start 
at 1pm.   I was undecided before the walk-through whether or not I would appear on camera with Ron and Patty, 
especially given that Ron had asked me to finish his testimony if needed.  But when it was clear in the walk through that 
Anderson was going to call for the bishop’s removal from office, I knew I could not appear on camera and leave even an 
appearance of cooperation in that call.  That was not something I could be associated with.  And I do not associate 
myself with such a call.   But I did walk into the conference room with Ron and Patty when it began.  And I walked out 
with them when the press conference was over.  These were to be, in some real sense, the final steps of the journey 
which I had begun with them 30 months earlier.  
 When we first met with Ron and Patty in their home in late March of 2017,  I told them:  This is a ‘He said verses 
He said’ case at this point, and it’s going to go along the lines of whom people choose to believe.  Yet, something is 
different now.  While it was true at the beginning that it was a fundamental ‘he-said VS he said’ case, that is simply no 
longer the case.  With the public release of depositions regarding Ron’s case, there are now many voices and 
testimonies to be accounted for (and yet even more depositions to be publicly released in the days and weeks to come). 
These are voices and testimonies each adding pieces of the puzzle not previously known or heard before.  Therefore, it is 
no longer just a case of an accuser’s word VS the accused’s word.  Many voices, now,  have been added.  They are 
testimonies given under oath, about many things no one would have known unless Ron had demanded that the truth of 
his story be told in full.  And for the most part, now it has been. 
 Information fatigue and scandal weariness has set in for many.  I understand.  Me too.  “When will this end?”  
the question is rightfully asked.  Truthfully – I have no idea.  “How will this end?”  I have no clue.   But this I do know:  
Our Lady of Fatima is ready to intercede for all our needs.  And so, we do what disciples of the Lord must always do - 
especially in times of distress and trial: we pray.  What is one of my own prayers in these days?   “Dear God, help us to 
learn.” 
  
    


