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366 Jackson Street, Suite 100

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re: Doe 19 v. Díocese of Crookston, et al,
Medíøtion on certaín remainíng cüses.

Dear Messrs. Anderson and Finnegan:

As you know, the parties in the Doe 19 matter are scheduled to appear before the District Court,

Mairnomen County, on May 3l , 2018 for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to Judge Marben's

December 11,2077 Order. Pursuant to discussions you have had previously with Attorney Tom

Braun, you should be aware of the Diocese's position that such a hearing should not occur.

Rather, if your client intends to press the issues in that Order and proceed to hearing, the Diocese

will be left with no other option but to file a Chapter 11 Petition for Reorganization with the

Bankruptcy Court. This is, however, something the Diocese would prefer to avoid if possible.

As an alternative, however, the Diocese proposes continuing the May 31, 2018 evidentiary

hearing to a date in the late summer or early fall. The putpose of such continuance would be to

allow the Diocese time to commence a declaratory judgment action against its liability insurance

carrier, CHUBB/Aetna. You will recall that on January 30, 2018, the parties mediated a number

of cases involving former priest James Porter. An impediment to continued negotiations was the

fact that CHUBB/Aetna was declining coverage in excess of $100,000 per case. It is our belief
and intent that by initiating such action, additional coverage may be procured, and a resolution of
those matters achieved. To that effect, we propose returning to mediation in June of this year. As

soon as possible, please let us know if this is agreeable and we will circulate a request for

continuance of the Doe 19 evidentiary hearing. Finally, as Mr. Plunkett is counsel for the

Diocese on the Vasekv. Diocese of Crool<ston case, this agreement would not affect that matter.

Thank you, and we look forward to your reply.



Very truly yours,
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