
CREDO:  A New Evangelization Witness 
By Fr. Bob Schreiner 
17 November 2019 
 

Nearly thirty months ago, at the Bishop’s directive to me as deacon formation director, I met with Ron Vasek, a 
candidate for diaconate, to deliver to him a message from the Bishop essentially saying that Ron was to be reminded of 
the need for humility and obedience, since ordination was coming up that summer.  Incredulous of the need to tell him 
this [and there is much behind my incredulity and could explain it in more detail in needed], I nevertheless did what I 
was directed to do.  That’s when everything changed.  In that meeting, Ron told me and his wife, Patty, something he’d 
never revealed to her before.  Namely, that he had been sexually abused by a priest as a teenager and later was coerced 
to silence about it by his bishop.  Later that night, I resolved I would walk with Ron, whatever that might mean.  If for no 
other reason it is what we were told to do at almost every single workshop we were required to attend on Safe 
Environment:  create a welcoming environment for the victim to tell their story, report the story as mandated, and walk 
with the victim to healing.  [By the way, I am convinced more than ever that ‘accompaniment’ is the way toward the 
healing of victims.  But I wonder: Will the clergy – as a whole - ever actually learn and accept that?] 

Reflecting on that decision now thirty months later, I could not have imagined what all that decision would 
entail.  But I promise you, I would make that same decision again.  Without hesitation.  It was the right decision. That 
night, as well as on this very day:  I believe Ron.   I believed him thirty months ago, and I still do today.  The reasons why 
I believe Ron are many.  Someday, if it serves goodness and truth, I will tell of them.    

Shortly after that revelatory meeting with me and his wife, Ron called a group of us together to seek our counsel 
as to how he might deal with what had happened to him.  With Ron’s lead, a three point plan was developed, with the 
primary goal being Ron’s need to seek healing through the telling of his story; and so that there be a chance that others 
would not be hurt.  The first effort to be undertaken: let the Church hierarchy deal with it.  A secondary effort:  go to the 
police and inquire what, if anything, could be pursued regarding coercion as well as securing the letter Ron was made to 
sign.  Then, as a last effort:  file a civil complaint so as to compel the truth of what happened, should the truth not come 
out otherwise.   
 An all-encompassing history of the details of that plan has one day, yet, to be told in full.  It’s an unsettling 
history, frankly.  Suffice it to say, the first effort failed after numerous attempts were made at getting Church authorities 
to even listen to Ron’s story.  Contacts were made from the Apostolic Nunciature in Washington, DC all the way to 
various Congregations and hierarchs in Rome.  None would listen or respond.  Every contact would only suggest a 
redirect to another contact.  Finally, even they seemed to run out of places to send the inquiries as things were finally 
directed right back to where they had first begun.  Personally, it was a scandal to me to watch the bureaucracy entangle 
a victim so.  In truth: I’m not over that, yet.  However, let it be pointed out with profound gratitude, Archbishop Hebda 
of the Archdiocese of St. Paul is a man who has honestly heard Ron and is working toward a just resolution to his 
concerns.  May I ask you to please pray for the Archbishop and for a just end to the process he’s initiated?    Regardless 
of its outcome: Thank you Archbishop Hebda, for treating Ron and his wife so compassionately.     
 Too, it should be acknowledged with gratitude that Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston was a compassionate 
presence to the Vaseks.   After an initial plea to him for help, the Vaseks were negatively responded to by a letter from a 
secretary of the Cardinal.   But after all the [Cardinal] Theodore McCarrick revelations came out, a contact by the 
Cardinal himself was made with the Vaseks.   Cardinal O’Malley offered to sincerely listen and to help in whatever way 
he was able.  That was both humble of him and, in my opinion, full of integrity.   

Walking with Ron through those initial efforts at letting the Church deal with this, I am convinced of this:  If Ron 
had been listened to and respected from the very beginning in the way Archbishop Hebda and Cardinal O’Malley have 
done recently, then no one– including me – would ever have known any of this.  So I find myself asking again:  Will we 
ever learn? 
 As to the second part of the plan, I have nothing but the highest regard for the Crookston Police Department 
and their investigation.  Ron was received by them with respect and compassion.  The  investigator who was appointed 
to Ron’s case was, in my experience, thorough and professional.  But, truth be told, he reached a wall.  When the 
detective interviewed me, he told me that his multiple attempts to contact the diocesan officials and arrange for 
interviews were not returned.  This, as I understand from the detective himself at the time, brought the investigation to 
a standstill.   I would welcome being corrected if the Crookston Police Department actually ever did get a chance to 
interview chancery officials about Ron’s claims.  But to this day, it is my understanding, they were never given that 
chance.  Notwithstanding the stall in the case, Ron requested the police to assist in compelling the original letter Ron 


