
This story can fit 175-225 words. 

The purpose of a newsletter is to 

provide specialized information 

to a targeted audience. Newslet-

ters can be a great way to mar-

ket your product or service, and 

also create credibility and build 

your organization’s identity 

among peers, members, employ-

ees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audience of 

the newsletter. This could be 

anyone who might benefit from 

the information it contains, for 

example, employees or people 

interested in purchasing a prod-

uct or requesting your service. 

You can compile a mailing list 

from business reply cards, cus-

tomer information sheets, busi-

ness cards collected at trade 

shows, or membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing a mail-

ing list from a company. 

If you explore the Publisher cata-

log, you will find many publica-

tions that match the style of your 

newsletter. 

Next, establish how much time 

and money you can spend on 

your newsletter. These factors 

will help determine how fre-

quently you publish the newslet-

ter and its length. It’s recom-

mended that you publish your 

newsletter at least quarterly so 

that it’s considered a consistent 

source of information. Your 

customers or employees will 

look forward to its arrival. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Your headline is an important 

part of the newsletter and should 

be considered carefully. 

In a few words, it should accu-

rately represent the contents of 

the story and draw readers into 

the story. Develop the headline 

before you write the story. This 

way, the headline will help you 

keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible headlines 

include Product Wins Industry 

Award, New Product Can Save 

You Time!, Membership Drive 

Exceeds Goals, and New Office 

Opens Near You. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Lead Story Headline 
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interest here. 

 

 
 

The table and chairs committee will convene on Thursday, October 12, at 10:00am. 

The purpose of this special called meeting is to set up the tables and chairs for the 

“Heart of Texas Chili Throw-Down.”  If you aren’t a part of this committee you 

should be.  Experts (whoever they are) recommend that we should walk at least 

10,000 steps a day for health reasons.  This will help you achieve that goal.  Yes, there 

might be some banter and mockery taking place, but that just adds to the excitement. 

October 4 @ 6:00pm 
 

Do you carry around burdens (baggage) that you 

don’t need to bear? Maybe it’s past hurts, failures, 

regrets. Maybe concerns or worries about the   

future? Do you continue to tote the same emotional baggage with you every day?    

Listen to God. God tells us it’s time to let those go and give them to Him. Scripture 

instructs us, “Cast ALL your  anxiety on Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter 

5:7). Regardless of what  happened in your life today, yesterday, last week, or last 

year, every morning is a new opportunity to start over. 
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Gainesville Christian 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

Prayer Needs 

 

John DeVito 

Jean DeVito 

Sue Goodwin-Dyer 

Lucy Wright 

Betty Monroe-Martinez 

Bernice Wilkinson-

Smusz 

Barbara Baar 

Juanita Hampton 

The Apostle Paul and his ministry assistant Barnabas appointed Deacons in each congregation 

they founded to assist generally in worship and particularly in the ministration of Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper.  Paul also charged Deacons to look after the needs of the sick and those in 

distress and for the administrative responsibility in the life and mission of the church. Our 

church is blessed by Deacons possessed with a God-given desire to serve our congregation.  

Below is a list of our current Deacons: 

Dale Terry   Gary James    Derrick Campbell 

Sherri Holley   Sharon James               Beverly Ellis 
Bill Richey   Brenda Kitchen               Ron Ellis 

Janice Richey              Steve Kitchen               Paula Sage 
Rick Schofield              Derrick Lumpkin   Sharma Smith 

Marcia Seeber              Steven Sutton 

Saturday, October 14 @ 9:00am 

October 14 is also Depot Day in Gainesville. The Kiwanis Club fixes a great pancake 

breakfast on Depot Day, so the guys are going out in the public for breakfast. Let’s meet at 

the church by 9am (coffee will be brewing at 8am) and then we’ll march on down the street 

for some hot cakes and sausage. After breakfast we can gander at all the classic cars and/or 

do the bouncy house. Exciting! 
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Pastor Mark ~ Vacation 

Mark’s Remarks 

Peter Marty wrote this about the 

nature of the church, “Broad 

friendship, mutuality of purpose 

and an abiding care for one       

another are all by-products of a 

spiritually grounded community 

that is working together. The way 

in which members of a            

congregation reproduce the love 

of God through genuine hospitality 

and a love for one another will 

indicate whether they are indeed the body of 

Christ or simply a religious club.” 
 

What binds us together as the people of God?  

Clubs are filled with “people like us”. After all, 

clubs are groups of like-minded people.           

Businesses have mission statements (as the church 

does). Businesses exist not only to make  money 

but also to provide important goods and services.  

Non-profits have similar humanitarian ends to the 

church. They seek the wellbeing of their         

community by focusing on one or more goods to 

be advanced. 
 

Churches – at least those that closely reflect the 

body of Christ – are more than these in more 

ways than one. We welcome people like us and 

people not like us, because everyone is like    

everyone else in being common sinners for 

whom Christ died, despite the differences in our 

sins. We have a mission to benefit the world by 

announcing the welcome of God in Christ, giving 

ourselves away and  receiving one another in    

generosity and hospitality.  This does the world 

good.  But even that isn’t all of it. 
 

The Spirit of God draws the church into the  

divine life, from which we then draw our life    

together. John Murray described the early 

church as a “Conspiracy.” By that he meant that 

ancient believers “breathed together” (con: 

“with,” and spire: “breath”).  Murray wrote, 

“What held those Christians together was their 

shared sense of grace, their breathing together 

as the people of God. The church today has  

exactly the same potential and the same        

requirement.” 
 

By the “church today” he means us, First     

Christian Church, here and now. What a joy it is 

to share the same space with you, and to 

breathe the same Spirit. 

2017 is a BIG year for Sarah and myself (we’ve been married for 40 years) and we’ve been planning 

and saving for it for the last couple of years. To celebrate this milestone, 

we’re going to Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. Besides sitting on the 

beach and watching the world go by, we’re also going to explore Savannah, 

Georgia and Charleston, South Carolina. We’re leaving October 4 and will 

return on October 11. Rev. J.H. Langley will be our guest preacher on 

Sunday, October 8. Put us in your prayers as Sarah and I reflect on and relish 

the life we’ve lived together. 

First Christian Church in Gainesville is committed to keeping the children in our 

community warm this winter. We will be distributing coats on the following dates. 

Child must be present to receive a coat. 

Saturday, October 28 ~  9:00 am-12 noon     

Sunday, October 29 ~  11:30 am-1:00 pm   

Saturday, November 4 ~9:00 am-12 noon          

Sunday, November 5 ~ 11:30 am-1:00 pm 
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     October Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   October Anniversaries 

 

 

 

VISTO Wish List 

1)  Soap  

2)  Ramen Noodles 

3)  Saltine Crackers 

4)  Quart Size Ziploc bags 

5)  Shampoo and/or Conditioner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  2-Lucy Sutton, Sharma Smith,  

     Juanita Hampton 

  8-Ron Ellis 

  9-Barbara Barnett, John DeVito 

10-Cody Durnberger 

11-Dorthy Lewis 

15-Elias Ikpah 

16-Anna Cruz, Lola Coachman 

17-Breann Woolsey 

19-Lary Kuehn, Marcia Seeber 

23-Victoria Fisher 

26-Richard Stark 

29-Tabatha Polley 

30-Larry Insinna, Shirley Thomason 

October 11-Terry & Marci Gilbert 

October 16-Carlos & June Cruz 

October 17-Chris & Sara Boles 

All God’s creatures great and 
small are invited to join us 
Saturday, October 21st   at 10 am 
for a service of the Blessing of the 
Animals in the tradition of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
 

Bring your furry, feathered, or scaly friends (in containers, crates 
or on leashes); pictures of your pets and kids’ stuffed animals  are 
also welcome.   
 
Do you have a favorite horse, pony, donkey or mule?  They 
deserve a blessing, too!  A special blessing for those hooved 
animals will be held in the parking lot. We will also honor and 
remember those pets that are no longer with us.  Treats for humans 
as well as our furry friends will be available after the service. 
 
The collection plate offering will be sent to Week of Compassion 
for animals who suffered during Hurricane Harvey. 
 

Date Communion 

Meditation 

Words of  

Institution 

Prayer of 

Thanksgiving 

Oct. 1 Rev. Loewen Roger Staats Crystal Wright 

Oct. 8 Dorthy Lewis Bill McPherson Diane Joyce 

Oct. 15 Shirley Weems Greg Ellyett Diane Joyce 

Oct. 22 Bill McPherson Crystal Wright Lucy Sutton 

Oct. 29 Roger Staats Ralph Lewis Dorthy Lewis 

Communion 

Preparation 

Ron & Beverly Ellis 

Oct. 1 Marcia Seeber, Steven Sutton, Gary & Sharon James 

Oct. 8 Rick Schofield, Derrick Lumpkin, Dale Terry, 

Oct. 15 Steve & Brenda Kitchen, Sherri Holley, Sharma 

Smith 

Oct. 22 Ron & Beverly Ellis, Derrick Campbell, Paula Sage 

Oct. 29 Bill & Janice Richey, Marcia Seeber, Steven Sutton 

The Education Committee wishes 

to say "Thank You" to                        

Polly Brooks and Marcia Seeber          

for their years of dedicated service to 

the youth of Wed4Kids.   

Dear First Christian Church Family, 

I want to thank all of you for choosing me as a 
recipient of the Ona and Ed Wright Endowed 
Scholarship. Having this scholarship available for 
the youth of First Christian Church is such a 
privilege. I especially want to thank the Wright 
family and those who decide the recipient of the 
scholarship. I know this scholarship has made the 
financial aspect of college much easier for my 
family, along with it being a great honor. This 
scholarship will allow me to pursue my dream of 
becoming a nurse (I recently changed my major 
from physical therapy to nursing). I feel God has 
called me to help others through the practice of 
medicine. I miss you all very much and look 
forward to visiting church during the holidays and 
my spontaneous weekend trips back home. I will 
be applying to Texas Tech’s nursing school in the 

spring! Keep your fingers crossed! Love you all! 

Sincerely, Erika Davis 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4  

See schedule 

Above  PLUS  

6:00 pm First 

Wednesday 

Worship 

5 6 7 

 

8 9 10 11 

See schedule 

Above 

12 

10:00 am 

Tables & 

Chairs 

Committee 

13 14 

9:00 am      

Men’s Breakfast 

15 

 

 

 

All Saints 

Sunday Forms 

Due 

16 17 18 

See schedule 

Above 

19 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

20 21 

10:00 am 

Animal Blessing 

22 23 24 25 

See schedule 

Above 

26 27 28 

9:00 am-Noon 

Coats4Kids Give 

Away 

29 

11:30 am-     

1:00 pm 

Coats4Kids 

Give Away 

30 31     

October 2017 

 

 

Wednesday  

  5:30 pm - First Kids 

  5:45 pm - Dinner for kids 

  6:00 pm - Youth 

  7:00 pm - Chancel Choir 

Sunday Morning 

  8:30 am -Elder’s Prayer Time 

  9:00 am -Sunday School 

10:00 am -Worship Service 

11:15 am -After Church Fellowship  
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401 N. Dixon 

Gainesville, TX 76240 

Phone: 940-665-2053 

Email: fccgainesville@yahoo.com 

First Christian Church 

 

 

This is a free event, 
however, voting for the 

best chili with your dollars 
will benefit Coats for Kids 
and is most appreciated.   

        

www.fccgainesville.com 

 

Visit us on the web! 

www.fccgainesville.com 

The perfect church for imperfect people. 


