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Research Papers 

 Unequal Assignments to Public Schools and the Limits of School Choice 
 
School Choice mechanisms aim to reduce the gap in access to quality across racial and socioeconomic 
groups and break the mechanical link between residential segregation and school segregation, among other 
objectives. In this paper, I examine why under school choice differences in access to quality across ethnic 
and racial groups persist, while segregation remains high. Using data from Boston Public Schools, I find 
that racial specific preferences for schools explain very little. Mechanics of the algorithms such as walk-
zone priorities and restriction over choice menus, do not have much effect. In contrast, most of the 
variation is explained by the higher travel time costs faced by black and Hispanic students for accessing 
quality. In a counterfactual scenario where a single black student moved to a white neighborhood, I find 
consistent increases in ex-post utility along the distribution. The gains are generated by an improved school 
match for all quintiles of the utility distribution. This exercise speaks of the limits of school choice 
mechanisms to equate access to quality and reduce school segregation in the presence of residential 
segregation. 
 
Civilian Collaboration and Violence in Civil Wars (With Austin Wright) 
 
We propose a theoretical model that rationalizes changes in violence in civil wars after economic shocks 
and test the mechanism with newly collected data. The rationale we propose, different from previous 
mechanisms studied, relies on a theory of violence where political groups choose the type of violence -
selective or indiscriminate- that maximize their expected control and where information provided by 
civilian informants will determine the relative effectiveness of these types of violence. Civilians, on the 
other hand, are producers of an agricultural good, they choose the political group they will supply 
information to, if any, having considerations on expected revenue and chances of survival. We argue that 
increases in the price of commodities whose production relies on collaboration across producers reduce 
the incentives of civilians to inform against fellow community members. This is the case since denouncing 
a fellow civilian will lower the gains from collaboration. Since informants feed armed groups with the 
necessary inputs to effectively carry out selective attacks, a reduction in the information available to 



political groups will cause a reduction in selective violence. We use a text analysis algorithm to classify the 
violent attacks and test the mechanism. 

 

Pre-Doctoral Publications 

 Measuring Systemic Risk in the Colombian Financial System: A systemic contingent claims 
approach (With Capera, L. Gomez, E. and Morales, M.) Journal of Risk Management in Financial 
Institutions, 6(3), pp.253-279, 2013. 

 


