
This subgenre of alternative rock with fuzzy effect receives as 

a name "grunge" owed to Mark Arm who wrote a letter giving his 

view about his own band using "Pure grunge! Pure noise! Pure 

shit!” Despite he used the word in a derogatory way, this word 

started to being spread out by Bruce 

Pavitt of Sub Pop to label Green River 

band. Grunge is mainly related to a 

musical genre but in this article you will 

find why this sound brings some 

characteristics that have made of it a 

subculture too. 

Talking about other aspects 

about grunge; it's better to 

start with the beginning, the 

musical roots. They are in 

Seattle, an isolated city in 

Washington state in which an 

interesting musical scene was 

happening. Grunge music is a 

blend of punk rock with brushstrokes of heavy metal, noise rock 

and alternative rock. Many bands influenced in giving his own 

colour to grunge but the most important are: Soundgarden, 

Pearl Jam, Alice in Chains, Nirvana, Stone Temple Pilots. They 

made grunge successful with the releases:  Nirvana's Nevermind 

(1991), Soundgardens's Badmotorfinger(1991), Pearl Jam's 

Ten(1991), Stone Temple Pilots's Core(1992) and Alice in Chains's 

Dirt(1992). 

Contrary to these well-

known bands, there are 

others that were not that 

famous but guided grunge to 

what it is today like The 

melvins, black fag, The U-men 

or The Pixies. Especially The 

Melvins with their dirty, slow and heavy sound that we can see in 

melodic verses and in strong choruses that are singular in 



grunge. Well- known or not known groups have in common that 

they never wanted to be commercial but this became a reality 

when the second album of Nirvana saw the light; the song "Smell 

Like Teen Spirit" broke the wall that glam metal had settled and 

started a new age formed by a row music with lyrics about 

realistic, no bay, society topics. Although, grunge's importance 

didn't last long due to postgrunge and britpop; drugs issues that 

used to have some members of the bands like Kurt Cobain, Layne 

Staley from Alice in Chains that end with them dying because of 

their addiction. 

Now we got deep in 

grunge music, we 

can crawl to 

analyze other spots 

that made of grunge 

a subculture. First 

and most important 

is the way of 

thinking, they did not 

agree with 

commercial and 

consumerism that 

was dominating the 

world; so that is why 

sometimes they have 

a depressive, rebel 

attitude and 

alienation (feeling 

isolated from 

society)  emotions. Although they were in opposition to people's 

way of thinking, they were also influenced by the hippie 

movement in the pacifism mentality; they never used guns or any 

kind of violence to establish or show their thoughts. On the 

other hand, they were not as superficial as for example glam 

rockers; they wore some specific clothes like flannel shirt, 

combat boots, Converse sneakers, rip jeans. When it comes to the 

hair they had it long and messy. To have a grunge style is 

outstanding that seems you don't pay attention to your look. 



To conclude grunge has all the traits to be a 

subculture. A subculture is when a population 

differentiates from a major group of people 

through music, fashion, sexuality, beliefs; this 

gives you an identity but also 

makes you part of a group. As 

noted before grunge created it's 

own place with the music, 

thoughts and style; it is a 

different subculture too apart 

from music. This subculture 

perhaps has fade away or it's not as mighty as it 

used to be because nowadays there are 

different kinds of subcultures like emos, 

floggers, hipsters, ghotics and even more; each 

of them with different ideas of how they see their surroundings. 

While new generations always come, there is going to be a new 

subculture. Maybe there will be a chance for grunge to come 

back again, not in the original form that came but something will 

remain: seattle sound, this has never gone. 

 

 

 


