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Building a Historical Essay
Lesson 2- Historical Thesis

What is a thesis?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is its purpose?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thesis formula:   
	Subject (topic)     +     Claim (argument/opinion)     +     Supporting Details (3 for this essay) 


Example:
Topic: College 
Thesis: Applying to college is a complex process that involves researching a school, applying for admission, and enrolling in classes.

	SUBJECT   
	CLAIM          
	SUPPORTING DETAILS

	Applying to college
	is a complex process
	researching a school, applying for admission, and enrolling in classes




Thesis Rubric: 

	
	4- Above & Beyond
	3- Meet Standard
	2- Approaching Standard
	1 - Below Standard

	Thesis Rubric
	Excellent thesis:

· Addresses all “Meet Standard” criteria
· Includes additional source material (beyond required sources)
· Shows sophistication  and complexity at a high level. 
	Intelligent/good  thesis:

· Includes all elements of thesis formula. 
· Is clear, arguable and focused.
· Effectively answers the prompt.
· Written in the third person. (no “I” statements)
 
	Adequate/vague thesis:

· Includes most of the Thesis formula.
· Semi clear, arguable and focused.
· Answers the prompt. 
· States writers belief, opinion, claim, but uses the first person. (Uses “I” statements)

	

· No clear thesis or no thesis.
· Does not answer/ address the prompt. 









Activity:
 In your group, grade the thesis statements below based on the rubric.

	
	Thesis
	Grade & Why?

	#1
	According to the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson would support the Native American activists’ actions at Wounded Knee in 1973. In the DOI, Jefferson discusses that everyone is entitled to certain unalienable rights, the government’s role is to ensure those rights are protected and when a government does not protect those rights, it should be abolished. 
	

	#2
	Thomas Jefferson is a cool guy, so I think he would be down with what those people did.

	

	#3
	Jefferson believes that the government is designed to ensure the safety and happiness of the governed, therefore the government run boarding schools were contrary to this ideal. 

	

	#4
	John Steinbeck’s Essay Paradox and Dream presents a critical image of America, stating that we continuously contradict ourselves by stating one things and doing quite another. This American tendency of contradiction is reflected in the Wounded Knee controversy of 1973. The actions of the American government were antithetical to the ideals set forth in its own founding document, the Declaration of Independence; ideals such as: government’s responsibility to protect the governed, primarily their safety and happiness; the right of the governed to abolish destructive government. 
	

	#5
	I think that Jefferson would support the Native Americans because they Declaration talks about equality.
 
	




Write your working thesis:
(Working Thesis= a thesis that you begin with but can revise later on)

Prompt: According to the Declaration of Independence, how would Thomas Jefferson respond to the Native American activists’ actions at Wounded Knee in 1973?
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