Name: _____________________________                     Date:________________                  Per:_______

Building a Historical Essay

Essay Prompt- According to the Declaration of independence, how would Thomas Jefferson respond to the Native American activists’ actions at Wounded Knee in 1973?

Lesson 1- Historical Context
	Historical context: It provides your reader with some of the background knowledge necessary to understand the argument you will make in your essay.
You start with the general context: What was going on around the time you are writing about? What were the relevant major events?
Then, you provide specific context and introduce the sources you will be using: What is the source? (newspaper, speech, documentary, etc.) Who was the author of the source? What date was it produced? Where was it produced? What was happening in the immediate time period that the source was produced?



Now you are going to develop the historical context for your essay on the Declaration of Independence and the Wounded Knee Documentary.
	General Context:
(Use your map annotations and your timeline to help you answer the following questions)

	Maps: 
What major changes did you notice between map1 and map2? 



What do those changes suggest about the Native American Experience after European contact?



	Timeline: 
What patterns/trends did you notice in the interactions between the Natives and the Settlers?



What do those patterns/trends suggest about the Native American Experience after European contact?


	Specific Context:
(Use your DOI annotations and Quiz, as well as your Wounded Knee video notes to help you answer the following questions.)

	DOI: 
What is the source? (newspaper, speech, documentary, etc.)

Who was the author of the source? 

What date was it produced? 

Where was it produced?

What was happening in the immediate time period that the source was produced?


What does this document argue? 


	Video: 
What is the source? (newspaper, speech, documentary, etc.)

Who was the author of the source? 

What date was it produced? 

Where was it produced?



What does this video argue?



Introduction Paragraph Starter Template
This template gives you sentence starters and a structure to help on your introduction if you are stuck and don’t know where to start. 

	


Past Historical Context
(using the Maps)
	
Since European contact, Native Americans and European settlers have (state the conflict) ________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
As a result, (state the result of the above conflict) ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 


	
Present Historical Context
(using the timeline/video)
	
(State the issue/s that Native Americans face today) ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


	



Video
	
(Introduce & provide a summary of the video) ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
(State the argument of the video) _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


	

Declaration of Independence
	
However, the Declaration of Independence, one of our founding documents, argues  (state the DoI’s argument) ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.






Now that you have established what information to include for context, write an organized paragraph that includes the information you identified. Briefly set up the general context and introduce your sources.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________









Building a Historical Essay
Lesson 2- Thesis Construction with Evidence in Mind
	Thesis: What is it? What is its purpose and function in an essay? Is is the answer to the pornt question

Constructing a thesis with evidence in mind is where you consider the evidence you have and then construct your thesis based upon that evidence. 
What is my evidence? What is my evidence saying? What thesis will be supported by my evidence?




Find the evidence from the DOI and the video to answer the following questions: (find with your group, send 3 people form the group to write on posters to record the evidence you found. )
1.---
DOI
Video
Emaplin how this evidence answers the question/ connecgts to the question. 
2.---
3.---
GROUP PRESENTATION- after group presentation… add new evidence that you presfer or wish to use/ add to your reasoning. 
Based on the evidence: how would you answer the prompt:
Based upon the ideals written in the DOI, how would Thomas Jefferson react to…..  
Thesis- It is an answer to a prompt question 
It is arguable (it doens not ahave a simple yes or no answer)
Efective thesis: clearly ideitifies and addresses the subject/prompt. 
Makes a claim about that subject or porpt
Presents the logical order you will follow in discussion. 
It is important to consider the evidence and make a claim based upon that evidence 
A thesis is…..
In this essay, we will help you build your thesis and determine the evidence to support that thesis effectively.

The people should be in charge and run their own government 
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