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DOCTOR WHO CLASS
2015

The TARDIS and 1963 television

Patrick Troughton and the
Cybermen

Doctor Who class 'tapped into the
global juggernaut of fandom'

Tom Baker and the Daleks

Sarah Jane Smith, Lalla Ward and
the unbearable Mary Whitehouse

Free 'Doctor Who' class at Palace
Theater draws 200 students

Christopher Eccleston, Billie Piper
launch NuWho reboot

Syracuse University professor to
launch 'Doctor Who' class

An undated handout photo made available by the BBC shows the first Eleven Doctors, from left, William Hartnell,
Patrick Troughton, Jon Pertwee, Tom Baker, Peter Davison, Colin Baker, Sylvester McCoy, Paul McGann, Christopher
Eccleston, David Tennant and Matt Smith. (BBC | The Associated Press)

By Katrina Tulloch | ktulloch@syracuse.com 
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on February 10, 2015 at 3:50 PM, updated February 10, 2015 at 4:21 PM

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- In lieu of class notes this
week (class was canceled), Prof. Anthony
Rotolo caught us up on how Syracuse
University's Doctor Who in the Digital Age
class has been going so far.

More than 200 people (about half SU
students, half non-students) enrolled in the
live class on the SU campus. About 3,000
people registered for the online class,
meaning they can follow the lectures at home,
watch the screenings and participate in the
class discussions via Twitter and Google+.
Rotolo said about 900-1,000 of those online
students participate actively.

Rotolo has taught several classes in this vein
of media and pop culture. He taught a class
on "Star Trek" on and off since 2010, and he
taught a class on the election in 2012.

One month into the "Doctor Who" class,
Rotolo says the student and public response
has been, in a word, overwhelming.

"This class, for some reason, tapped into
the global juggernaut of 'Doctor Who'
fandom," he said. "It's something people
care about, and it's free."

Outside Syracuse, multiple news outlets
reported on the class's creation,
including The Washington Post, CBS
News and USA Today. The BBC aired a
video of SU's music group, Otto Tunes,

Doctor Who class 'tapped into the global
juggernaut of fandom,' Syracuse University
professor says

28
shares

5

Restaurants &
Dining: Your guide to
eating out in CNY

Movies: Latest news,
reviews, trailers &
more

Comics Kingdom:
Read your favorite
comics online

Events Music Food

MORE LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS

Enter Keyword or Phrase  

Enter City or Town  

Event Category

ENTERTAINMENT PHOTOS

Zac Brown Band fans

Fans of the Zac Brown Band have fun
before his concert at the Lakeview
Amphitheater ... See photos»

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstDo8VOvk5wuzPAOgrvVbGRSA_7RDzycI-UtsNPDqAqr48eUEmr4humHXcNIg_hDyVzQN9kepHM7MSZIU_hwzsHhGMU03u4tnW5VfLyjvLNamZZ8CLaXPKkIAZrRvyt6l30IPi2jGI5zJnM6i8f-ZYAe5LNgM56M7gszaaCnm6bJhPF4_4ZqpSEGjSvr54NOZjmW9ZZNIA8fJZJZs8MJOrzjRKY4QLsEe00B9ahEmr8kxvLMN88jyno_0BqIgGX8Mb2FdRzuBXCMrjQwhga&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFWj2vp9VwHc&adurl=http://www.advancedigital.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsubedA65VozXenkwdxniUjk0Fcck49x9HYpItX4OIOmNvWNr3JCq2wIS_ykoqZIUrIKp-FgufoMUjodzsz_Tc3e_t46pQGGJfWt54_6O3L1lcJO9E17HDaiMWJSLjnXTbw8A7IlFibfZ5Ci3U9Ym47bWygtI1Op9MyaHfjReyWRzXPg21lteDP8-zv1_l6yz4vyPcIjYvZ0QzkkKy84932wgCI3U5t1PPB11AbdZNtKTPO_xJpy9FqXczZQ1P8KyzY6zUdSXBc0dvHzGfiF&sig=Cg0ArKJSzChGe4cCos_x&adurl=https://member.syracuse.com/dssSubscribe.aspx%3Fpid%3D1685%26icmp%3DtemplateB
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuvowJMl33MVDNB-waApCgwNjgS0X8Y5su1QtSKvNK48oT02P0GvcTpI6Dr1yNtgj91Rpn2u6ydXrUH0asA_ti8d64jYLu5RIVX8jxjTDx176Pm46WRpy-R5f4M4uc5QRkvZGhmC-QnTM8_93TweNwneWH-V-8hOnUSIPJKbOr1m0wl01cdYZW0rDQHegmvyrgzHraDDge5Bw8f2oZclGbz8hT5Wbu0omrBP_ro8loS8sSQxQG6YQHWtXkFAdxIHmm777kiZXu-aqvyB3do&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDR_d3jgLAHu&adurl=http://www.syracuse.com/treasure-hunt/
http://www.syracuse.com/
javascript:window.print();
mailto:?subject=Doctor%20Who%20class%20%27tapped%20into%20the%20global%20juggernaut%20of%20fandom%2C%27%20Syracuse%20University%20professor%20says&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fentertainment%2Findex.ssf%2F2015%2F02%2Fdoctor_who_class_tapped_into_the_global_juggernaut_of_fandom_su_professor_says.html%23incart_email
http://media.syracuse.com/entertainment_impact/photo/rotolojpg-343f91d5095e5653.jpg
http://media.syracuse.com/entertainment_impact/photo/rotolojpg-343f91d5095e5653.jpg
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/01/doctor_who_class_notes_3_things_i_learned_about_the_tardis_the_daleks_and_1963_t.html
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/01/doctor_who_class_notes_what_i_learned_about_cybermen_bbc_and_the_second_doctor.html
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/02/doctor_who_class_tapped_into_the_global_juggernaut_of_fandom_su_professor_says.html
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/02/doctor_who_class_notes_tom_baker_davros_and_conservative_ideals.html
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/02/doctor_who_class_notes_sarah_jane_smith_lalla_ward_and_the_unbearable_mary_white.html#incart_related_stories
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/03/doctor_who_class_notes_free_open_class_at_palace_theater_draws_200_students.html
http://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/index.ssf/2015/03/doctor_who_class_notes_nuwho_christopher_eccleston_billie_piper.html#incart_related_stories
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/syracuse_university_doctor_who_class_rotolo_course.html
http://connect.syracuse.com/staff/ktulloch/index.html
http://connect.syracuse.com/staff/ktulloch/posts.html
http://twitter.com/katrinatulloch
http://search.syracuse.com/doctor+who+class+notes/
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/syracuse_university_doctor_who_class_rotolo_course.html
http://www.syracuse.com/dining/
http://www.syracuse.com/movies/
http://www.syracuse.com/comics/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstgOAxpGPChRUPyHU9c7n37hIwwd66lm-U0oCuQ5-7Bg3glXVIV6fj9vZT1u7pxf0vdKN04VP5l6erRWJGhkFHEb_uZsxaDENu7p0AXIX9xKd5rCK9GXKNb1wK_xri--gyTgq6z4rNoVFOcLsFu0gzm1Y7RNsGswE39p3F3XyaBAuLEXeBcJ8F3lmnkAlgPtGTczlzoOEs2G7kz95PSPXC9WcnfeDncWheqq8DOcD-5VipemsSQx31WWHlOD-wRayBb_0rsi4THHA-fQiVU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJiQVDUQwpsH&adurl=http://www.syracuse.com/treasure-hunt/
http://photos.syracuse.com/4456/gallery/zac_brown_band_fans_at_lakeview_amphitheater/index.html#incart_highlight
http://photos.syracuse.com/4456/gallery/zac_brown_band_fans_at_lakeview_amphitheater/index.html#incart_highlight
http://photos.syracuse.com/4456/gallery/zac_brown_band_fans_at_lakeview_amphitheater/index.html#incart_highlight


Provided photo

Anthony Rotolo teaches a
'Doctor Who in the Digital
Age' class at Syracuse
University.

who performed an a cappella rendition
of the "Doctor Who" theme song on the
first day of class.

"I couldn't be happier with the external response," Rotolo said. "On campus, it
feels like every student knows about the class whether they're 'Doctor Who' fans
or not."

Student-driven curricula

Students approached Rotolo about teaching a "Doctor Who" class when his "Star
Trek" class first gained popularity.

"This class exists because students wanted it," he said. "They asked. I don't think
that's a trend that's going to go away."

It took two years for Rotolo to research and assemble content for the class. Each
lesson (complete with clips, screenings and readings) takes a few weeks to plan.
Five students assist Rotolo, helping prepare classes, keep track of online
discussions and handle the class's social media.

"They're doing it totally for their own enjoyment," Rotolo said. "They're not
compensated in any way."

Since classes started in January,
students have tweeted at Rotolo
to create classes unpacking the
worlds of Star Wars, Monty
Python and Harry Potter. Rotolo
seriously considers each
suggestion.

He sees a real future for these kinds of classes in the SU curriculum, whether
they're offered for credit or not.

"From a career standpoint and personal perspective, this is the most fun and the
most impact, in terms of value, of anything that I do," Rotolo said. "This is
something I want to keep doing."

His next pop culture class, whatever it may be, will come right from those student
suggestions. Generally, he looks for a franchise or series which addresses
changing trends in media or reflects certain times in history.

No credit is currently offered for this course, except as an SU independent study,
which requires approval of both the department and a faculty advisor. A small
handful -- fewer than five students -- take the class for credit.

For Rotolo, one of the most rewarding parts about teaching free, open classes is
seeing students merge with community members, especially those who never had
a chance to attend college.

"People have come up to me and said, 'This is the first college class I've ever been
to,'" he said. "That's a whole other level of rewarding."

True fans

Rotolo doesn't worry about facing hardcore fans (whether they're Trekkies or
Whovians), even when they know more about a franchise universe than he does.
He's more interested in presenting new ways of thinking about the show.

"It's apples and oranges," he said. "The class I'm teaching isn't about minute or
random plot details, which is often what fandom conversation surrounds. The
class is about analyzing its historical impact and context. Those are things fans
don't think about."

Rotolo won't definitively say he has a favorite Doctor, but there's a special place in
his heart for the longest-running Fourth Doctor, played by Tom Baker.

"[Baker] oversaw the era where people became true fans," he said. "People
started to identify with it in the fringes. I mean this in the best way -- that's when
the geeks and the freaks started to connect with the series, who didn't see
themselves there before."

Contact Katrina Tulloch anytime: Email | Twitter | Google+
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khaleesi

Katrina Tulloch | ktulloch@syracuse.com

HARRY POTTER PLEASE.
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Katrina Tulloch | ktulloch@syracuse.com
@khaleesi Considering your username, I think we also need to pull for a Game
of Thrones class.

If Prof. Rotolo were to create another free class open to SU students and the public, what
pop culture topic/franchise would you be interested in learning about? I'm partial to Harry
Potter and Monty Python myself. 
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Flag
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Flag
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Muddy Mudskipper

@Katrina Tulloch | ktulloch@syracuse.com

A prior article mentioned "The Avengers", another British TV series of this era.

One of the first programs to feature women - Honor Blackman and Diana Rigg - as
main characters who could outfight or outsmart male villains.

@Katrina Tulloch | ktulloch@syracuse.com I vote Monty Python also. It could
even branch off into "Fawlty Towers" and "Ripping Yarns" for the real hardcore
Pythonites.
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