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4 July 2017 
 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 

FROM:  HMRS/CC 
 
SUBJECT:  HMRS Uniform Policy 

 

1.  This letter details the Hawk Mountain Ranger School policy for wear of Civil Air Patrol 

uniforms and activity specific variations at Hawk Mountain to including the Hawk Mountain 
Ranger School and any unit events conducted within the confines of CAP corporate-owned 
owned property. 

 
2.  All CAP members attending Hawk Mountain events will strictly comply with CAPM 39-1, 

Civil Air Patrol Uniform Manual, at all times.  In the spirit of this regulation, and the desire for 
CAP Rangers to meet and exceed all standards, members will maintain the highest standards of 
dress and personal appearance including the five elements of neatness, cleanliness, safety, 

uniformity, and good organizational image. 
 

3.  Per CAPM 39-1, Activity Directors are permitted to authorize activity specific uniforms 
provided they meet the overall spirit of CAP uniform guidance.  During Hawk Mountain 
activities, CAP approved uniforms are required during duty hours as defined by the period 

between morning formation and student lights out.  Civilian clothes are permitted outside of duty 
hours.  Special instructors from external agencies or government entities may wear the 

comparable uniform of their department/service.  Uniforms will be worn during official 
formations.  Variations to the uniform for formations due to schedule, weather, or other 
necessary circumstances will be authorized by the Director of Operations. 

 
4.  Ranger Specific Uniforms.  Ranger specific uniform items will be worn in accordance with 

previously issued HMRS guidance, and CAPM 39-1, until such guidance is modified in 
accordance with changing CAP uniform standards. 
 

5.  ABU Wear Policy.  The wear of the authorized Airman’s Battle Uniform (ABU) will be worn 
in strict accordance with published national guidance on the ABU uniform transition.  As 

authorized by national guidance, the orange baseball cap and colored uniform undershirts are 
permitted for wear with ABUs only during HMRS activities.  While the HMRS Activity Patch 
may be worn on the right or left breast pocket, graduates should wear the patch on the left breast 

pocket if able to maintain uniformity across members.  Ranger Tabs are permitted for wear on 
the ABU only while participating in Hawk Mountain activities on the mountain.  No other 

Ranger specific uniform items are permitted on the ABU at this time. 
 
 



 

6.  Commercial Non-Uniform Items.  Due to the unique safety considerations of HMRS 
activities, the wear of non-uniform/issue uniform items is permitted on a limited basis to include 

protective outwear and footwear.  These clothing items should only be worn when needed to 
perform their task and every effort should be made to ensure a neat and conservative appearance.  

Examples may include winter jackets, waterproof jackets, boots for extended mountain field 
operations, or waterproof/insulated boots and “gators” for winter operations. 
 

7.  While in garrison, HMRS Base Staff uniforms will be permitted as authorized for national 
activities in CAPM 39-1.  These uniforms include corporate-style CAP uniforms, Hawk BX 

supplied polo shirts, HMRS black fleeces, or uniform-issued staff shirts.  Closed-toed shoes are 
required during duty hours or after hours when transiting outside the main base area through 
hazardous wooded terrain.  These activity specific variations must comply with the CAPM 39-1 

standards addressed in paragraph 2.  When conducting field operations outside the HMRS 
property boundary, only CAPM 39-1 authorized USAF-style or corporate field uniforms will be 

worn.  Combat boots, or equivalent footwear with adequate ankle support, will always be worn 
while exercising on the obstacle course. 
 

8.  Failure to adhere to this policy may result in disciplinary action up to and including dismissal 
from the event.  Any questions or comments regarding this policy can be addressed to the 

Command Staff. 
 
 
 

 
   BRIAN J. CUCE, Lt Col, CAP 
   Commander 

 
  


