
Naming of Balmain Rowing Clubʼs VIII - A B ʻBanjoʼ Paterson

In November 1896 at the Balmain Annual 
Regatta - AB Paterson was stroke for the 
Maiden Fours, this race was won by 
Balmain.  This year 2016, is the 120th 
anniversary of this great race and BRC 
commemorate the event by naming an VIII 
in A B ‘Banjo’ Paterson’s honor.

Sydney Morning Herald - 14 November 1896 
reports on the race...

Passing under the bridge over Iron Cove, 
Sydney had a slight lead of Balmain, with 
Leichhardt well up. A very fast race was 
rowed to White Horse Point, where 
Sydney led by nearly two lengths of 
Balmain, but the latter was going strong, 
although the rowing was scratchy and 
jerky. Nearing the flagship, Sydney still 

had a clear length, but some of the men were done, and a well-timed spirt on the part of 
Balmain told its tale. The finish was a very close one, and owing to faulty rowing in the 
Sydney boat, Balmain just got home by two feet.    Winners -

B.R.C. - J Fitzsimons, W Macnee, A Fitzhardinge, A B "Banjo" Patterson (stroke), [W Smith cox]

 We have in our archives a letter written by the late Bill Nix, [Bill Nix joined BRC in 1921 & is a 
former Captain & Life Active Member]  The letter is dated 1982 and he writes “ A few years ago an 
elderly gentleman by the name of W Smith sort me out & gave me a photograph taken in a studio, 
of a Balmain crew which won a maiden fours race in 1896. One of the crew members is A B 
Paterson”. The old man, Smith, was the young coxswain of that crew, as seen in the photo above.

After some research we find A B Paterson recorded as rowing for BRC from about 1893 thru to the 
late 1890’s.  Listed below are some of his rowing achievements with Balmain.

In June 1893 - He entered BRC handicap skiff race for members only - A B Paterson was given handicap of 
65 seconds.
November - A B Paterson was stroke in a string-test gig.

In March 1894 at the BRC’s Annual Regatta - he was stroke both in a double scull and the maiden fours

July
Reported at Annual General meeting of BRC that A B Paterson had had two wins & one second for the 
season.

1895 - A B Paterson was stoke for the maiden fours in the Yaralla Cup - he weighed 10st 4lb 


