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Part 1

Judeo-Christian context

Objective

This book is about the Jewish Old Testament and the Christian Bible. This book aims to offer an
introduction to the ways that applied linguistics methods and other analysis tools may be used
to freely interpret Judeo-Christian content such as oral teachings, sacred texts and historic relics.

This book analyzes mainstream and fringe religious denominations and sects. Deep analysis is
limited to English language sources. Discussion aims to adopt a universal, culture-neutral
perspective. May readers constantly assess these claims and others in this book and freely form
their own observations based on factors such as their life experiences and independent research.

Discussions in this book overwhelmingly center on facts that discuss and illustrate independent
primary and secondary data sources. The final paragraph of this book in Part 7 briefly offers a
personal viewpoint about issues that concern historical and mainstream media facts.

Part Two of this book introduces Judeo-Christian applied linguistics skills. Part Three explores
basic theological research methods. Part Four provides an overview of historical interpretation
tools. Part Five explores text and sermon analytical frameworks. Part Six outlines Mystical
approaches to Judeo-Christian interpretations. The final section concludes this book by
connecting discussion chapters with current developments in mainstream media and geopolitics.
1

Essentialism
Table 1 defines nouns that are integral to Judaism and Christianity. These brief descriptions are
generally accepted by most religious: scholars, leaders, worshippers and commentators.
Definitions are near verbatim to the citation.
Table 1: Defining key terms
Christ: Greek title meaning “anointed one” from the Hebrew meaning “messiah”. Applied to
Jesus of Nazareth by his followers. University of Calgary (2019). Christ is the English language
equivalent of the Greek noun Christos, which means “anointed one” (SNU, 2019).
Christian Bible: This text has two sections, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The
Old Testament is the original Hebrew Bible, the sacred scriptures of the Jewish faith, written
at different times between circa 1200 and 165 BC. The New Testament books were written
by Christians in the First Century AD (Drane in BBC, 2011).
Old Testament: Christian designation for the Hebrew scriptures (University of Calgary, 2019).
Monotheist traditions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – were all born in the Middle East and
are all inextricably linked to each another. Christianity was born from within the Jewish
tradition, and Islam developed from both Christianity and Judaism (PBS, 2019).
Torah: in Judaism, in the broadest sense is the substance of divine revelation to Israel, the
Jewish people: Yahweh’s revealed teaching or guidance for humankind. The meaning of
“Torah” is often restricted to signify the first five books of the Old Testament, also called the
Law or the Pentateuch, in Christianity. These are the books traditionally ascribed to Moses,
the recipient of the original revelation from Yahweh on Mount Sinai (Brittanica, 2019).
Talmud: the comprehensive written version of the Jewish oral law and the subsequent
commentaries on it. It originates from the 2nd Century CE. The word Talmud is derived from
the Hebrew verb ‘to teach’, which can also be expressed as the verb ‘to learn’ (BBC, 2009).
2

Biblical texts

Definitions in Table 1 are simplistic. Many scholars of Judaism and Christianity spend years
refining their knowledge of these terms. Quality, peer-reviewed open-access (free) books are
available to those who wish to conduct deeper investigations into these essential principles.
Books by Esler (2003) and Chilton and Neusner (2006), Figures 1 and 2 below, are examples of
open-access resources that are available to those who desire to conduct advanced research.

Free-willed readers may elect to take no ‘facts’ for granted. For example, you may question any or
every claim and source that relates to the authenticity of the Old Testament and New Testament.

3

Figure 3 is an orthodox classification of the 66 books of the Christian Bible (Answers in Genesis, 2017).

4

Case study

Messianic Judaism

It is generally accepted that a ‘significant’ percentage of people consider Judaism and Christianity
to be mutually exclusive faiths. The percentage of people who share this opinion is difficult to
measure. It is probably not captured by a credible authority. Most adherents of Judaism consider
Moses to be their major prophet. Most Christians consider Jesus to be their arch prophet.

The religious sect known as ‘Messianic Judaism’ is one example of many that illustrates the
inextricable overlap between Christianity and Judaism in the minds of many. Figure 4 captures
the home page of the Messianic Jewish Alliance of America. This page outlines their core beliefs.

It is common to see Jewish Rabbis appear as guest speakers on Christian TV chat shows. Christian
Ministers likewise frequently attend formal Jewish events as invited keynote presenters. May
you freely form your own opinions about the notion of Jewish and Christian mutual exclusivity.
5

End of chapter review: Judeo-Christian context

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6

Part 2

Judeo-Christian linguistics

This chapter introduces basic principles of the discipline of language analysis known as
‘Linguistics’. Figure 5 is an orthodox classification of this field’s main branches (Karava, 2016).

Pragmatics explores the ways that language may be used to construct practical outcomes.
Semantics examines the meaning of speech and text by analyzing its placement in wider contexts
such as sentences, paragraphs, chapters, textual volumes and orations. Phonology is the study
of sound patterns within language structures. Phonetics is the study of speech sounds. Syntax
explores the grammatical rules that underpin the creation of sentence structures within a
language system such as American English. Morphology studies the ways that words are formed
within a language system and the relationship with other words that have similar root structures.

7

Free scholarly books are available for those seeking a deeper understanding of applied linguistics
beyond the introduction in this mini chapter. Figures 6 and 7 are examples of quality,
comprehensive handbooks that are available via the links in the references section of this book.

Extract: Aronoff & Rees-Miller (2003)

Davies & Elder (2004)

Data analysis chapters in this book employ 21 popular analysis tools that are used by scholars
who analyze Judeo-Christian content. These methods are: Evidence, Archeology, Reception,
Reader response, Social-scientific, Philology, Canonization, Redaction, Source, Tradition, Literary,
Form, Exegesis, Narrative, Allegory, Rhetoric, Ideology, Metaphor, Mystical, Esoteric, Intuitive.

Figures 8 and 9 overleaf are original diagrams that classify these 21 data examination frameworks
into three broad categories: Historical, textual and mystical. Chapters 4, 5 and 6 define these
frameworks. They also offer an applied illustration example that analyses Judaic and Christian
sources such as Biblical texts, oral teachings, media content and historical artefacts.
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Figure 8: Biblical interpretive methods – Suggested classification system
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Figure 9: Biblical interpretive methods – Suggested subclassification system
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Case study

Morphology and connotation

The Vulgate is a 4th Century Latin translation of the Christian Bible. It became the Catholic
Church’s officially adopted Latin Biblical translation during the 16th Century. Figure 10 below is
a socio-linguistics and historical summary of the proper noun Vulgate (Google Dictionary, 2019).

The Vulgate is an example that shows how scholars should carefully examine other entities’ use
of language to avoid drawing false conclusions. It is dangerous to make casual assumptions and
take language for granted. The adjective ‘vulgar’ has a root connection the noun ‘Vulgate’. The
legitimate nuances of the word vulgar can vary widely by context. This word may be synonymous
with broadly neutral adjectives such as ‘common’ and ‘raw’ Biblical translations. It may also be
used to convey strong negative connotations such as ‘obscene’ (e.g. Roget’s Thesaurus, 2013b).
11

End of chapter review: Judeo-Christian linguistics

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Part 3

Judeo-Christian research methods

The author of this book constantly applies critical-thinking and graduate level research
methodologies to draw inferences. He triangulates multiple data sources and multiple methods
to validate findings. My analysis eliminates the influence of known contaminated data such as
false information, misleading statements, bias and errors.

Mention of these basic research methods principles above aims to guide critical-thinkers who
conduct their own research. Whether you agree with the research methodologies and
conclusions drawn in this document are of secondary importance. The primary objective of this
book seeks to empower individuals and collectives to conduct free-willed, rigorous research by
critically evaluating multiple quality, relevant materials that relate to known and suspected facts
about Judaic and Christian teachings and relics.

Table 4 overleaf offers an introduction to sound research methodologies. It explains how critical
researchers can successfully use this information to evaluate the reliability of original primary
source data such as official government policy documents and interviews with eyewitnesses
whose legitimacy is established. Original evidence is usually more accurate than secondary data.

An example of secondary data are media articles and non-fiction books that report research
about Judaism and Christian history (e.g. Figures 8 and 9). Where possible, researchers should
confirm the existence and accuracy of all primary and secondary evidence cited by others.
13

Table 2: Critical-thinking – Questioning data sources
Data principle

1. Bias

Explanation, example and suggested course-of-action
Sources that are known or suspected to be influenced by a conflict-of-interest
should be ignored or analyzed with extreme caution.
Example: The Rabbi at a local synagogue recommends that his worshippers
purchase a special edition version of the Torah printed by Goodie Goodie
Publishing Incorporated. He does not inform his people that his synagogue
receives 20% commission on each sale.
Critical-thinkers should question if this recommendation undermines the
validity of the content of that version of the Torah.

2. Errors
(accidental)

Data sources that are influenced by factual errors in content and opinions
should be ignored or analyzed with extreme caution.
Example: The errata section on a commercial version of a Kurdish version of
the Old Testament dated 2019 states that the Book of Genesis “contains a
small number of translation errors.”
Critical-thinkers should consult a range of other sources to verify the accuracy
of that book, as the errata section does not identify each error specifically.

3. Falsities
(deliberate)

Data sources that are influenced by incorrect/fake content and opinions
should be ignored or analyzed with extreme caution.
A spiritual healer ‘guru’ issues a public notice declaring that most of her
teachings and healing advice were fraudulent and commercially motivated.
Critical-thinkers should consider the net benefits to be gained from ignoring
all advice offered by that ‘guru’. If a person admits to multiple deceptions, it
may be difficult to know what statements made by this guru are true or false.

4. Misleading

Data sources that are influenced by misleading content should be ignored or
analyzed with extreme caution.
Example: A local religious leader informs his congregation that most
councilors approved the church’s new dress code via a ballot. He does not
inform his people that he successfully pressured known dissenters of the
policy to boycott the council resolution. These dissenters were the majority.
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Truth
A core goal of most research projects aims to discover or validate truth. According to Roget’s
Thesaurus (2013a), the adjective ‘truth’ is synonymous with the 42 synonyms shown in Figure 11
below. Nuanced meanings may vary by context, such as the intentions of the speaker and writer.

The notion of ‘truth’ is notoriously difficult to define for numerous reasons. A core problem that
undermines the confirmation of truth is the existence of false information. The issue of multiple
possible truths is likewise a challenge in cases where the matter of interest is imperfectly defined.

False information

The existence and dissemination of incorrect data is a fact of life. Sometimes acts are deliberate
and sometimes they are accidental. For example, a person with early onset Alzheimer’s Disease
may accidentally inform their grandchildren that the book of Genesis states that Jacob was Isaac’s
beloved father. This is incorrect. Jacob is Isaac’s son – according to the Old Testament.

15

Descriptive truths
Consider this illustration dialogue between Caleb and Chloe.
Caleb:

Chloe, I don’t know if I can trust you anymore. In the two weeks that I have been
living with you, you have told different people that your mother has six different
first names: Leah, Anna, Sarah, Elizabeth, Margaret and Rose.

Chloe:

I can see why you are confused Caleb. Those women are all my mothers.

Caleb:

Oh dear. You sound like a total liar!

Chloe has six mothers, according to her definition, which varies by discussion context.
Leah:

The woman who breastfed Chloe and raised her since Chloe’s birth to age 18.

Anna:

Chloe’s surrogate mother who gave birth to Chloe.

Sarah:

Provided the ovum to Chloe’s biological father.

Elizabeth:

Chloe’s legal guardian from birth to age 18 – a title shared with Chloe’s father.

Margaret:

Mother Superior of Chloe’s covenant.

Rose:

The spiritual leader of her people – the mother of Chloe’s nation.

Chloe’s details above are a possible scenario. Relatively few people on our planet experience this
kind of life course. This illustration highlights the need for diligent scholars to employ language
with purpose to extract the most accurate information. If they query the name of Chloe’s
‘biological mother’ they may receive two answers – Anna or Sarah. Only one answer is possible
If they specifically ask Chloe who is currently the mother of her nation – Rose. If they do not use
the word currently – they may be referring to her nation’s emeritus spiritual mother, Naomi.
16

Mathematic truths

∞ ∏ ∑ ≤ ∕ −

∆

≈ ≠ ⅜ + ≥

What is two plus two? Most people probably agree that the answer is four in text or 4 in numeral
form. The sum 2+2 is also equal to 137 minus 133. It is also equal to (21*2)/13. Etcetera.

Objectivity

For many scientists and social scientists, mathematics is the foundation of truth. In the absence
of corruption, such as human error or bias, mathematics is eternally correct. If I inform you that
I have 17 American Dollars in my savings accounts, you can comprehend exactly what I mean. If
I tell you that I have “a small amount of money” in my savings account, this statement is
subjective. Savings of USD 17 may be a lot of money for a homeless person who resides in a
developing nation. Savings of USD 17 may be a pittance for a billionaire net-worth entrepreneur.

Subjectivity may be neutered by objectively quantifying descriptive statements that are vague or
opinionated. It is vague to state that “most scientists” agree that the Dead Sea scrolls are
authentic. It is possible that only three forensic scientists examined the Dead Sea Scrolls and two,
a slim majority of one, agreed that they were authentic. Seasoned researchers and those with
critical-thinking instincts may delve deeper beyond the numbers, such as three scientists. For
example, they may question the scientists’ qualifications, experience and biases. They may also
question the motives of the bureaucrats who are empowered to select so-called expert panels.
17

Case study

Dead Sea Scrolls – incomplete data sets

The Dead Sea Scrolls are not officially a primary data source. These parchments, letters and
objects do not record the original teachings of the Old Testament that ostensibly occurred during
a cycle of circa 4,000 years BCE. Most parchments are missing fragments of the original. Some
parts have eroded over time. Other missing elements were likely detached. Figure 12 is an item
from this collection, per the official Dead Sea Scrolls project digital archive.

The Dead Sea Scrolls are a classic example of imperfect, incomplete data. It is evident to the
naked eye that parchments are incomplete. Many theology and linguistics scholars have resorted
to applying logic to ‘best-guess’ the missing text. The syntax and context of the visible and
decipherable text provides the basis for these scholars to construct these subjective assumptions.
18

End of chapter review: Judeo-Christian research methods

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Part 4

Judeo-Christian historical interpretation

This section examines five tools that religious scholars can use to interpret textual data and other
material such as historical relics. These include evidence-based analysis, archaeological relics,
reception, response, social-scientific and philology approaches.

Evidence

Historical analysis seeks to interpret religious evidence with reference to their historical context
settings. A deeper application may assume that no historical relic is automatically authentic just
because it has been certified as credible by famed authorities. Some scholars are skeptical of
official accounts as errors in historical accounts of any records may be purposeful or accidental.

A handful of scientists have forensically examined the Shroud of Turin shown in Figure 13, above.
20

Historical interpretation can be used to evaluate opinionated religious teachings. For example,
an independent minister may preach that it is immoral to fly on commercial jetliners, because
Jesus never travelled by air and did not promote this behavior in his teachings. This opinion is
arguably irrelevant to modern contexts. Automated travel did not exist in Biblical scriptures.
Moreover, Jesus’s teachings are silent on the possibilities of future automated transportation.

Archeology

Archeological excavations and remains offer scientific, objective tools to evaluate the
authenticity of Judeo-Christian relics that date from Ancient eras to modern times. Carbon dating
is an example of objective scientific analysis. For example, carbon dating may reveal that two
paper parchments found among the Dead Sea Scrolls are no older than 100 years. Such
parchments are not original records from Biblical times when the Old Testament was created.

Some commentators use false arguments to debunk Biblical texts. A common example is the
thesis that the Book of Genesis is fake because Noah’s Ark has never been recovered. There are
numerous plausible scientific explanations that may explain why an object that existed in ancient
history has not been found or no longer exists. For example, wooden structures may have
decayed from soil exposure and are gradually dispersed widely throughout the oceans.

Objective scientists analyze tangible evidence in their possession. Scientists are not expected to
proffer opinions based on untraceable evidence that might have existed in Ancient history.
21

Reception

The attitudes of adherents of the Jewish faith, Christians and others to the teachings of the New
Testament and sacred Jewish texts are of interest to historians, and community and religious
leaders. For example, there is a virtual absence of hostility to the commandment “Thou shall not
kill” as stated in the Books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. Many scholars interpret this
commandment to exclude self-defense killings that repel murder and invading military forces.

The “Thou shall not kill” Commandment exists in various forms of statute law and indigenous
law, globally. Lawmakers may consider this near-universal acceptance as validating the legitimacy
of this commandment and enshrining it in the penal code.

It is unlikely that the commandment “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me” (Exodus, 20:2;
Deuteronomy 5:6) exerts dominant cultural influence in the nation of India. The Government of
India (2011) claims that 80% of its citizens are Hindus in its online Census webpage.

Response

Responses to Jewish and Christian teachings are distinguishable from reception. Response
analysis focuses on active, physical interventions. Receptions focuses on mindsets. Active
responses may be generally positive or negative. Neutral attitudes rarely trigger responses.
22

The willingness of the Catholic Church to endorse Exorcisms occurs in response to the teachings
of Jesus. It is official policy of the Vatican (1992) per the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
When the Church asks publicly and authoritatively in the name of Jesus Christ that a person or
object be protected against the power of the Evil One and withdrawn from his dominion, it is called
exorcism. Jesus performed exorcisms and from him the Church has received the power and office
of exorcizing.178 In a simple form, exorcism is performed at the celebration of Baptism. The
solemn exorcism, called "a major exorcism," can be performed only by a priest and with the
permission of the bishop. The priest must proceed with prudence, strictly observing the rules
established by the Church. Exorcism is directed at the expulsion of demons or to the liberation
from demonic possession through the spiritual authority which Jesus entrusted to his Church.

It is difficult to objectively quantify total exorcisms performed by Catholic Ministers. Public
discussions rarely quantify cases by time or place. Mainstream media claims limit discussions to
subjective adjectives such as “rising cases” (e.g. The Telegraph, 2018), per Figure 14 below.

In a similar vein to The Telegraph, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (2019) claim
that demonic possessions are “rare”. This implies that exorcisms are likewise exceptional acts.

The adjective “rare” is subjective. It undermines objective insight into quantified frequency.
23

Social-scientific

Social-scientific methods analyze power structures and phenomena observed in history and
contemporary society. Cultural anthropology, political science and sociology are popular
disciplines employed by social scientists to analyze Judeo-Christian teachings. These are
distinguishable from historical methods (i.e. the Evidence approach) which focus on the
validation of historical artefacts using natural sciences and archaeological methods.

The pervasive problem of usury, poverty housing and slavery and their connectedness appears
in 19 places in the King James Bible Online, i.e. in books of the New Testament and Old Testament.
Figure 16 show the first three entries in this Bible’s analytical summary on the topic ‘usury’.

Theological scholars claim that the US Federal Reserve and its predatory, interest-bearing loans
are the dominant source of massive social problems in America such as homelessness, poverty
and wage–debt slavery (e.g. Wishloff, 2018). May you draw your own conclusions on this opinion.
24

Case study

Querying social sciences data

Figure 17 below summarizes “Church Membership” (Newport, cited in Gallup, 2009) in the United
States of America between 1937 and 2009. What pattern/s do you see in this data?

I suggest that the dominant message communicated in this diagram is that church/synagogue
membership has experienced a gradual decline of circa 10% between 1937 and 2009.
Independent researchers may choose to query these figures. For example, the may aim to:



Discover the breakdown of the figures for synagogues and churches. For example,
synagogues may be in rapid decline and churches may be growing fast – or vice versa;



Review the sample sizes and research methodologies that underpin this data;



Decide if this data supports their anecdotal observations in America or elsewhere in 2019.

You may wish to explore other issues beyond the three introductory suggestions listed above.
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Philology
Philological interpretations analyze Biblical languages for accuracy of vocabulary, grammar and
style for the period that the material is claimed to originate from. This approach is a specialist
linguistics application of the evidence method. This tool is difficult for amateur researchers to
employ. Old Testaments are written in Biblical Hebrew and Biblical Aramaic. Furthermore, they
were authored and translated by different persons who have unique personal styles and lexicons.

The Targum is an ancient Aramaic interpretation and paraphrasing of the Hebrew Bible. This body
of work was constructed during circa the end of the 1st Century AD. The declining popularity of
the Hebrew language in the Near East necessitated this translation. The Targum has been
translated from Aramaic into other languages over the past two millennia. Figure 18 is an
example of an English language translation publication dated 2012.

The game ‘Telephone’, also known as ‘Chinese whispers’ teaches children of the likelihood that
oral traditions lose detail when they are translated multiple times. Often, translation errors are
accidental. Figure 19 overleaf is a religious illustration of the idiom ‘details lost in translation’.
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Figure 19: Telephone (Chinese Whispers) – Oral translations illustration
Original source

Diana to Ben: “The prophet dreamed of the Messiah’s return. He was surrounded by an angel who wept”.

Insertion

Ben to Hannah: “The prophet dreamed of the Messiah’s return. He was surrounded by angels who wept”.

Deletion

Hannah to Abigail: “The prophet dreamed of the return. He was surrounded by angels who wept”.

Exaggeration

Abigail to Aaron: “The prophet dreamed of the return. He was surrounded by angels who wept loudly”.

Accidental error

Aaron’s sermon: “The prophet dreamed of the return. He was surrounded by angels who clapped loudly”.

Mischievous

Judas: “The prophet sang rock songs of the return. He was surrounded by angels who clapped loudly”.
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End of chapter review:

Judeo-Christian historical interpretation methods

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Part 5

Judeo-Christian source interpretation

This section examines eleven tools that religious scholars use to interpret text and oral records.
These include Canonization, Redaction, Source, Tradition, Literary, Form, Exegesis, Narrative,
Allegory, Rhetoric, Ideology, Metaphor. Some of these approaches overlap. I include a discussion
for each tool, as their nuanced individualities may be useful for narrow, specialized analysis.

Figure 20 below is an extract from Figure 9. This image aims to remind readers of the subclassification and associations of oral and text interpretation methods.

Figure 20:
Textual interpretation – suggested subclassification system

Canonization & Redaction
______________
Source
Tradition
Literary
Form, Exegesis, Narrative, Allegory,
Rhetoric, Ideology, Metaphor
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Canonization

In the religious scripture context, canonization may refer to the admission of literary or other
creative works into a volume that is sanctioned by a recognized authority. Many people believe
that the canonization of the Old Testament and New Testament was a divine process overseen
by the Creator. Therefore, there is nothing to discuss beyond this sacred fact.

Of course, people are welcome to form their own free-willed opinions. Analyzing high-profile
case studies informs us that the canonization process is probably anything but straightforward.
There are numerous versions of the Jewish holy texts such as the Torah, and the Christian Bible.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, i.e., the Mormon Church, canonized three books
in addition to the New Testament version adopted by most Orthodox Christian Churches. These
are the Book of Mormon, the Book of Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price.

Canonization of the Old Testament varies between Jewish and Christian institutions. For example,
Anglican, Catholic and Orthodox Christian Old Testament canons contain additional books that
are written or preserved in Greek. Examples include the Books: Judith and Maccabees.

Canonization concerns numerous variations within books. For example, additions to the Book of
Daniel comprise three chapters not found in Aramaic and Hebrew text of Daniel in Lutheran and
Anglican Canons. Most Eastern Orthodox Churches canonize these chapters in Daniel.
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Case study

Book of Enoch

The Books of Enoch and Jubilees are interesting case studies for those who wish to conduct
independent research into alternative Biblical canons. The Book of Enoch was canonized by the
Orthodox Tewahedo Church of Ethiopia and Eritrea during the 19th Century. As shown in Figure
21 below, the British Library states that the Book of Enoch is among the collection of Dead Sea
Scrolls. These ancient papers were ostensibly located in modern day Israel in 1947.

Princeton University (2019)

The Book of Enoch is an ancient Jewish text. Enoch, son of Jared, was Noah’s great-grandfather.
Enoch narrates unique material of the origins of supernatural demons and Earthly giants. It
explains why some angels fell from heaven and justifies the moral imperative of the Great Flood.
The older sections of this book are estimated to date from circa 300 BCE to circa 1st Century BCE.

Some commentators claim that the exclusion of the Book of Enoch is censorship that aims to
suppress knowledge. Others state that the Book of Enoch is heresy and its exclusion is justified.
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Redaction
The notion of Redaction interpretivism partially overlaps with the principle of Canonization.
Canonization focuses on what content is excluded and included. Redaction analysis requires
scholars to take a step back and look at what interpretation and editing decisions and actions
were administered regarding scriptural manuscripts prior to the canonization process.

Modern day language versions of the Old Testament and New Testament, such as English, are a
representative example of the many redaction processes that underpin the canonization process.
Popular versions of the Christian and Old Testament have been translated from languages that
died more than 1,000 years ago – according to historical narratives. Table 3 shows selected
examples of popular transcripts that have influenced modern day interpretations of Biblical texts.

Table 3: Dead languages from the Old Testament and New Testament
Dead language

History and estimated historical dates
Manuscripts such as the Papyrus 46 dated circa 175–225 influence

Koine Greek

modern day translations of various books such as Romans, Corinthians
and Ephesians. Figure 22 overleaf shows an extract from this relic.
Biblical Aramaic is the form of Aramaic that is used in the books of

Biblical Aramaic

Ezra, Daniel and a handful other sections of the Hebrew Bible. This
language was spoken circa 3rd Century BCE to circa 3rd Century AD.

Nabataean-

Language was alive from circa 2nd Century BCE to 4th Century AD.

Aramaic

Language appears in a handful of parchments of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Accounts for the bulk of the text sources of the Dead Sea Scrolls. This

Biblical Hebrew

Semitic language was spoken from circa 11th Century BCE and died
circa 1st Century BC.
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Figure 22 below was scribed in Koine Greek during circa 175–225. Parchment ‘Papyrus 46’ is the
earliest mostly complete manuscript of the Epistles written by Paul in the New Testament.

Evangelical Times (2019)

The redaction process involves multiple issues that affect all versions of the Jewish texts and
Christian Bible. In many cases, these processes are not transparent or were not fully recorded.
For example, a rigorous evaluation of the redaction process involves reviewing issues such as:


Who were the translators and what were their qualifications and experience?



Were the translators independent of those who controlled to final redaction process?



Were the translation source documents made available for independent review?

It is not possible for independent scholars to conduct an audit of translations authored by their
peers if there is no record of the process. This may undermine the integrity of translated texts.
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Case study

Apocrypha

In the context of Judeo-Christian theology research, apocrypha refer to Biblical writings that are
cited in canonized texts but are excluded from mainstream canons. Apocrypha contains elements
of redaction and indirect canonization. Apocrypha may be used as a proper noun to refer to 14
supplemental books that appeared in the King James Bible between 1611 and 1885.

Apocrypha is widely accepted among Judeo-Christian scholars. Figures 23 and 24 are illustrative
examples of numerous scholarly books that have been written on this topic in recent centuries.

Oxford Press (1896)

Charles (1913)

Annex 1 lists books and scripts referenced in Biblical texts that are not canonized (Slick, 2019).
May you independently validate the accuracy of the claims made in the content of this annex.
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Source

Source interpretations may partially overlap with Canonization and Rhetoric methods in certain
contexts. Source analysis is a distinct tool that offers a unique contribution. Canonization and
Redaction approaches evaluate the selection and translation methods of agents such as religious
leaders and translators. These methods are passive if they are not used to conduct fieldwork.

Active source interpretivism independently roots out other textual sources that may have been
overlooked or not discovered. It may root out new text sources using search methods such as
deep public archive investigations and the examination of private heirloom collections.

This method is also distinguishable from historical archeology. The core objective of archeological
fieldwork centers around locating a range of relics such as pottery, coins, tools and weapons.

Source researchers may also aim to identify the true author of all material that provides a basis
for religious texts and relics of interest. The ‘holy grail’ of source research aims to discover and
validate the first recorded transcript of divine, inspired teaching such as a Holy Book.

Scholars that access the earliest known record of a divine teaching are less likely to experience
the problems of ‘lost in translation’ that cumulates throughout consecutive translations. They
may also strengthen the validity of religious interpretations from bypassing the ‘Chinese
Whispers’ (Figure 19, p. 27) problem that inevitably creeps into most oral traditions over time.
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Tradition
Tradition interpretivism methods aim to discover how and why religious traditions and customs
evolve over time. This socio-cultural historical analysis can provide insight into the evolution of a
range of teachings sources, such as oral sermons, Biblical texts and educational books.

The refinement of this knowledge is controversial. There are two broad competing schools of
thought that rarely agree on the correct theological implications of their findings. Some religious
leaders preach that the goal of tradition interpretivism should seek to return to the original
inspired scripture. Supporters of Judaism and Christianity should adhere to the divine teaching in
its pure form. The original scripture’s message ostensibly transcends time and space.

Some ministers teach that it is acceptable for religious laws and customs to evolve as society
modernizes. Reform Judaism is an example of a branch that aims to modernize Jewish Law and
practices where appropriate. Reform Judaism Synagogues may marry subscribers and nonsubscribers of the Jewish faith. Figure 25 is an illustration example of this modern practice.

CoHere (2017)
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Literary
Literary interpretivism uses lingual-cultural analysis tools to understand how religious teachings
use language to convey meaning and intent. Analysis may be factual, critical or a mix of both.

Factual analysis offers objective statements about religious teaching sources. For example, many
scholars conclude that Psalm structures are poetic. Figure 26 is an example (Skinner, 2016).

Critical analysis invariably offers value judgments about religious teachings. These opinions may
be subjective or objective. An example of subjective criticism is the claim that the literary style of
the Book of Enoch was not divinely “inspired” (e.g. Wilson, 2017). An example of objective
analysis is theme counting that quantifies fewness and high-volume repetition. Some scholars
regard lack of repetition as evidence that the topic is not fundamentally central to religious law.

The following topics discussed overleaf are specialist literary analysis tools. These approaches
are: Form, Exegesis, Narrative, Allegory, Rhetoric, Ideology and Metaphor.
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Form
Form analysis takes a step back from standard historical analysis approaches. This tool aids
scholars to analyze teachings in the broader context beyond the content contained in oral and
written material. Many researchers instinctively analyze a defined work in its broader context.

Listing the form method on the menu of approaches may remind and guide scholars to consider
issues that are not explicitly discussed in sources they analyze. These include questions such as:


Does this teaching confirm or contradict other sources such as other Biblical Books?



To what degree, if any, do prior historical events influence this religious teaching?

When analysts reconcile contradiction and the influence of history, they may discover the true
meaning of the teaching. Form analysis therefore may be co-employed with Exegesis methods.

Exegesis
Exegesis methods aims to discover the actual intent of religious teachings. Scholars may center
their analysis on the oldest known source document or relic if these are accessible. Some scholars
opt to focus on modern day translations such as English language versions of Jewish sacred texts
and the Christian Bible. Exegesis methods invariably overlap with other tools shown in Figure 20.
The defining feature of Exegesis methods is the aim to discover divine intent as expressed via
prophets and other historical figures that were mediums of the original divine teaching.
Ultimately, religious scholars are required to employ specific content analysis tools such as
narrative analysis and/or other methods that are appropriate to the subject matter of interest.
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Narrative
Narrative interpretation centers on the historical story that a teaching aims to share with its
audience. This is appropriate when analyzing content that seeks to chronicle past events.
Narrative analysis centers on facts such as names, dates, places, times, human deeds, objects
and natural events. Structural analysis may examine plot factors such as irony, character
development, symbolism and personal relationships. Consider these facts in the Book of Jonah:

Name:

Minor Prophet Jonah Deed: Preached at Ninevah

Symbolism: Giant fish

Book date: Circa 786–746 BCE

Natural event: Sea storm

Character: Overcomes fear

Place:

Object: Merchant ship

Relations: Sailors, sinners

Ninevah, Assyria

A deeper level of analysis aims to decode subtle information that is implicitly communicated
within facts. The communication of Divine Laws and prophecy are example of covert messages.

Allegory

Allegory analysis is a specialist narrative analysis tool that aims to decode symbolic messages that
exist in various guises in Biblical stories. In the Book of Revelation, St John describes his vision of
‘a woman robed with the sun’. Many scholars interpret this image to represent the Virgin Mary.
Allegorical communications exist at the spiritual level and transcend literal interpretations.
Stories that narrate miracles that cannot be explained by science are an example of spirituality.
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Rhetoric
Rhetorical interpretations aim to establish the tools that a speaker, including Divine messengers,
writer or artist uses to persuade peoples’ perceptions of communications content. This approach
aims to discover the true intent of the teaching beyond superficial messages contained in the
literal interpretation of the text. Please consider this passage from the Book of Job (Figure 27).

Rhetoric may manipulate positive or negative actions and outcomes. Please consider these
selected examples of messages that can trigger desired human responses:


Fear: If you do not obey this teaching, you or others will be punished (e.g. Job, 17:5).



Reward: You will be empowered if you freely adopt this teaching.



Judgment: If you follow this teaching, you are a righteous person and vice versa.



Inspiration: The teaching aims to excite disciples to think and act in a constructive manner.

This positive–negative classification is subjective. May you freely decide for yourself if you
consider the adjectives above to be negative, positive, neutral or something else.
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Ideology

Ideological interpretations center on the philosophical messages conveyed by oral and written
teachings and aesthetic objects. Such analysis may fall into two broad camps: value-free and
judgmental. Value-free interpretations present conclusions in an objective manner based on
observable facts. Judgmental interpretations may claim that the emanating source uses
persuasion tools such as rhetoric to push-promote a social, cultural, political or economic agenda.

(UCMS, 2019)

Certain discourses that gender Bible study are examples of ideological analyses that are
judgmental. Some scholars, from multiple disciplines, claim that Biblical texts aim to replicate the
patriarchal society. They point to the fact that highest-ranking authorities in the Judeo-Christian
tradition are exclusively male. These include the Divine Creator, Jesus, Abraham and Moses.

Value-free gendered Biblical analysis may limit discussion of gender roles to mere observation.
Such analysis is distinguishable from judgment as it avoids issues that concern gender and power.
They tend to avoid using nouns that convey ideological connotations such as patriarchy.
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Metaphor
Metaphor analysis is a popular content analysis tool used by Biblical scholars because the JudeoChristian sacred texts contain numerous metaphors. According to the Mirriam-Webster
Dictionary (2019) the noun ‘metaphor’ is:
a figure of speech in which a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object
or idea is used in place of another to suggest a likeness or analogy between them
(as in drowning in money); broadly : figurative language.
Bible Gateway is a research resource that offers interpretations of metaphor themes. Synonyms
of the proper noun the ‘Holy Spirit’ are an example. Figure 29 illustrates this information.
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The Gospel of John, Chapter 3, Verse 8 may contain a metaphor, as shown in Figure 30 below.

The blowing of the wind is analogous to the Holy Spirit for various reasons. Air is invisible,
refreshing, powerful, pervasive and can enter the human body e.g. via nostrils and mouths.

Intertextual methods
The Gospel of John illustration in Figure 30 is an example of how scholars can apply multiple
methods to interpret Biblical teachings. For example, the free-willed reader may choose to:



Investigate the global Reception and Reader Response to this chapter-verse;



Employ Philology tools to evaluate the periodic authenticity of the original text;



Explore why this teaching was Canonized in its pure form, i.e., consider Redaction;



Read the earliest known Source to decide if the teaching has changed with Tradition.

Some inquirers automatically employ several methods explored in this chapter with an openmind to see what discoveries may unfold. Others instinctively hand-select one or few tools based
on the specific context that they explore. Intertextuality intersects the three classification
systems shown in Figure 9. Researchers may potentially combine any tool shown in this diagram.
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End of chapter review: Judeo-Christian text and teaching interpretation tools

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Part 6

Judeo-Christian mystical interpretation

45

This section examines two mystical tools that religious scholars may use to interpret text and oral
records. These methods are Esoteric and Intuitive approaches.

The adjective “mystical” is the most subjective of the three classifications in Figure 9 (p. 29). The
notions of ‘history’ and ‘text’ are relatively straightforward. This statement about simplicity
assumes that recorded history is mostly correct. The accuracy and transparency of historical
narratives is becoming increasingly contested by independent researchers as technology evolves.
Mystical principles explore phenomena, such as internal beliefs, that cannot be measured by
science and other objective tools such as basic arithmetic.

According to the Macmillan Dictionary (2019), ‘mystical’ phenomena are about matters “relating
to or involving mysterious religious or spiritual powers”. Curiously, many supporters of the Jewish
and Christian religions are automatically hostile to the words: “mysticism” and “mystical”, in
Biblical contexts and all other settings. They may associate such words with principles such as
‘magic’ or ‘dark arts’ and likeminded phenomena that I do not explore in this book.

A wider interpretation of the religious phenomenon knows as ‘mystical’ analysis may regard
some, most or all Judeo-Christian teachings to be ground in mystical ideas to varying degrees.
For example, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and John state that Jesus performed a miracle by
walking on water. These include the following chapter-verses: Matthew 14:22-36; Mark 6:45-56;
John 6:16-24 (Net Bible, 2019).
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According to the Book of Matthew 14:24-29
24 Meanwhile the boat, already far from land, was taking a beating from the
waves because the wind was against it. 25 As the night was ending, Jesus came to
them walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water
they were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!” and cried out with fear. 27 But
immediately Jesus spoke to them: “Have courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.” 28
Peter said to him, “Lord, if it is you, order me to come to you on the water.” 29 So
he said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat, walked on the water [emphasis
added], and came toward Jesus (Net Bible, 2019).
Many New Testament supporters, who reject mystical Biblical interpretations, believe that Jesus
walked atop water that was more than an inch high. This intriguing phenomenon is something
that free-willed people may reflect upon and form their own life-enriching interpretations.

Esoteric

The Collins Dictionary (2010) defines esoteric as something that “is known, understood, or
appreciated by only a small number of people”. The Chambers Dictionary (2019) builds on this
basic definition by placing this understanding in the broader context of secrecy and mystery:
esoteric adj understood only by those few people who have the necessary special
knowledge;

secret

or

ETYMOLOGY: 17c: from Greek

mysterious. esoterically adverb. esotericism noun.

esoterikos, from eso within.

There are numerous Biblical analysis sub-fields that are classifiable as esoteric. Popular examples
include: Number symbols (e.g. Gematria), Astronomy, Text code analysis and Kabballah.
Discussions of these terms below are intentionally brief and simplistic. It is beyond the scope of
this introductory book to masterfully analyze complex debates that may take years to master.
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Many mystical Biblical scholars propose that would-be mystics should spend years mastering
their understanding of sacred Judeo-Christian texts prior to engaging in esoteric studies. This
groundwork includes gaining a complete understanding of the historical context of original
textual and oral sources and the surface intentions of these teachings. They theorize that mystical
interpretations of the Biblical texts are an advanced scholarly method of the highest order.

Number symbolism

Number symbolism is a method that exists outside the Biblical realm. Subscribers of this system
claim that numbers systems and patterns provided deeper meaning into reality, consciousness,
personal experiences and truth. Six tools in this sub-field are: repetitious coincidence,
mathematical formulae, symbolism, synchronization, Gematria and interconnectedness.

Repetitious coincidence

Some scholars claim that certain numbers aim to convey specific meaning. This is clear because
of the way that certain numbers are repeatedly used in narrow contexts. Some scholars claim
that verses 17 contain a disproportionate number of the most fundamental doctrines found in
Old Testament and New Testament passages.

Furthermore, text in the narratives of these passages are known by masses of people who have
never subscribed to Biblical teachings. Please consider the three famed passages shown overleaf.
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Such arguments about the significance of number 17 are subjective. This reinforces the argument
that mystical interpretations are an internal belief system. It is useful for new researchers to
know that repetition analysis exists, should they wish to explore this topic in further detail.
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Case study

Comparative religion

Many comparative religion scholars claim that numbers and geometry provide strong evidence
of positive interconnectivity between many religions. This overlap may include mainstream
religions such as Hinduism and belief systems such as Celtic and English Arthurian Legend.

Circles and the number 12 are often cited as commonalities that are integral to the messages
conveyed in mainstream and alternative belief systems. Please consider these selected examples:


The 12 Star Signs of the Western Zodiac and Chinese Zodiac;



The 12 Knights of the Round Table in Arthurian Legend;



Jesus Christ and the 12 Apostles;



The 12 tribes of Israel;



12 Devas of Buddhism.

Other peculiar uses of the number 12 includes:


One dozen equals 12;



12 hours of ante meridiem and post meridiem;



12 calendar months in a solar and lunar year.

Western number systems may be based on 12 digits not 10. Teen numbers commence after 12.
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Formulae

Algebraic interpretative analysis employs other tools beyond simple repetition counting tools.
Biblical scholars point to the numerous references to multiples in Biblical text. The passage below
is an example from the Gospel of Mark, which refers to Jesus dividing 7 loaves among 4,000
people:

Mystical interpretations of the above passage claim that this story in Mark aims to convey the
way that the Creator uses multiplication to perform divine miracles. The infinite number of
decimal places of ∏ (Pi) may be another example of an exceptional mathematical miracle.
Figure 37: Food for thought – the Famous Pi calculation
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Synchronization

The Book of Genesis mentions the number 777 with reference to Lamech, Noah’s father:

Many scholars regard the number 777 to represent the Holy Trinity. The number 7 appears in the
First Book of the Old Testament for key principles such as the creation of Earth in 7 days. It also
mentions the establishment of the seventh day, the Sabbath as a holy day of rest.

Symbolism

The number 7 is one of many that numerous Biblical scholars state conveys unique meaning in
Judeo- Christian texts. The number 7 has been thought to symbolize immaculate completion. It
is believed to represent the number of the Divine Creator, who is complete and perfect. The Holy
Spirit is the only entity that can channel immaculate completion.

Four is a number that may express universal form symmetry. New Jerusalem is “foursquare.” This
city by design is equal in all dimensions as a cubic shape (Book of Revelations, Chapter 21, Verse
16). The number four is prevalent in natural Earthly cycles such as the four seasons. The North,
South, East, West Earthly navigation system is another classic example among others.
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Gematria

Gematria systems allocate numeric codes to alphabet letters. Gematria may allocate the number
code 666 to the synchronized letters www. Vav in Hebrew is the sixth letter of the alphabet.

Gematria practitioners rarely use identical methods due to the massive number of permutations
and combinations. For example, practitioners do not agree if Christianity’s prime prophet should
be coded as Jesus, Jesus Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, Messiah, King of Jews or another proper noun.

Gematria practitioners believe that words with matching numerical values bear a meaningful
relation to each other and/or to its assigned number. Those interested in this topic may use
search engines and other scholarly avenues to draw their own conclusions. There are too many
cryptic systems and languages to summarize this code matrix. For example, practitioners may
match Hebrew to American English. Others may aim to match Biblical Aramaic to Estonian.

The article shown in Figure 39 below is an example of a scholarly reading on this topic.

Some scholars classify Gematria as a freestanding mystical interpretation tool. Others classify
Gematria as a specialist method within a Jewish mystical system named ‘Kabballah’.
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Kabballah ַקבָּ לָה

Scholars use numerous variants to spell the Kabballah system. Table 4 supports this argument.
Table 4: Variant spellings of the proper noun ‘Kabballah’

Independent researchers who consult a range of impartial, credible sources may likewise
conclude that it is exceptionally difficult to synthesize a simple definition of the Kabballah Jewish
Mystical system. This system has been defined in numerous competing ways. It means alternative
things to different people even among the most dedicated supporters of this mystical faith.

Many seasoned scholars believe that it is not possible to understand the ‘secrets’ of the Kabballah
system without first mastering Biblical Hebrew, Biblical Aramaic, the Hebrew Bible, algebra and
supplemental Judaism texts such as Midrash and Talmud.
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A synthesis of the literature suggests that the following aspects of Kabballah listed below recur
in most well-informed sources. According to these authorities:


The system is grounded in Hebrew Semitic languages and the Old Testament;



The Sephirot and its coded mysteries model underpin the Kabballah System;



The Sephirot System is named the “Tree of Life” in the English language;



The system uses alpha-numeric codes to decipher hidden meanings in text and numbers;



The system is not taught by most mainstream synagogues within the Ultra-Orthodox,
Orthodox and Reform Jewish religious institutions;



The system is controversial – detractors may label the system ‘occultic’ or ‘magical’.

Figure 40, overleaf, is an orthodox representation of the Sephirot (Etsy, ND). Free-willed readers
may compare the bullet list above to the summary text that appears on Figure 40.

Figure 40 explains differences in spelling of the Kabballah. Some comparative religion scholars
compare the Tree of Life model to the Chakras spirituality system (e.g. Kenton, 2019). This
suggests that Kabballah may not own/claim a monopoly over a subset of mystical knowledge.

The goal of Kabballah studies is to unlock the mysteries of the Tree of Life. Benefits of this process
are subjective and vary among oral and written instructive accounts of the Kabballah. Positive
outcomes include enhanced physical/mental health; higher levels of self-awareness and
consciousness and gaining direct access to higher spiritual entities such as the creator.
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Figure 40: Kabballah – The Tree of Life
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Intuitive

Some Judeo-Christian teachings shared by followers of these faiths never or rarely reference
Biblical teachings when they impart their knowledge to humankind. Such material may be
classified as intuitive, divinely inspired teachings when the original content shared is authentic.

The Longman Dictionary (2019), defines the adjective ‘intuitive’ as:

based on a feeling rather than on knowledge or facts …

Someone who is intuitive is able to understand situations without being told or having
any proof about them.

A similar principle applies when supporters of Judeo-Christian faiths aim to interpret Biblical
sources and apply these principles to their lives. Many people are inspired by famed Biblical
stories and narratives that they have been casually exposed to outside the realm of formal study,
such as taking part in Church sermons and attending Bible study classes.

The David and Goliath narrative is traceable to the Book of 1 Samuel, Verse 17. David’s story is
an example of a legend from the Old Testament that has entered the mainstream consciousness.
It has inspired millions of people who do not identify with Jewish or Christian religions. This
legend is widely regarded as a story that has motivated countless underdogs to courageously and
successfully fight a sinister, more powerful force in the name of righteousness.
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Case study

Inspired Christian Ministry

Pastor Tammy-Faye Messner (1942-2007) was a famed American Evangelical preacher. She was
an active religious Minster during the 1970s and 1980s. Her weekly sermons were televised to
millions of global followers on a regular basis during the 1980s. Many of Tammy’s supporters
regard her pioneering work to be a legitimate case of divinely inspired signature-style ministry.

Tammy sang dozens of Christian-themed songs before her Praise the Lord congregation that are
not found in Biblical texts. For example, during the 1980s she sang a song titled ‘America the
Beautiful’ multiple times on television. Prior to singing this song, she preached about the
importance of respecting America’s sacred constitution. This approach to Ministry does not have
direct scriptural roots. The American nation and her constitution did not exist in Biblical times.

Many of Tammy’s teachings talk about the Lord and positive messages of Jesus’s legacy for
extended periods without citing Biblical scriptures. The bulk of Tammy’s sermon shared with
women in an Alabamian penitentiary circa 1985 does not explicitly consult Biblical scripture
(YouTube, 2012). Tammy’s support offered practical advice about the ways that Christ’s legacy
may inspire women to live empowered lives that desist crime and self-destructive behavior.
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End of chapter review: Judeo-Christian mystical interpretation

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.
-

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Part 7

Conclusion

Free-willed, independent scholars may benefit from employing historical, textual and mystical
interpretation tools and research methods to analyze written and oral Judeo-Christian teachings,
historical relics and other material such as modern cultural objects. These approaches are not
mutually exclusive. Employing multiple tools to triangulate each data set may be the best option.

This author suggests that it is exceptionally difficult to gain flawless understanding of the exact
meaning of pure Judeo-Christian sources. According to dominant historical narratives, both faiths
are thousands of years old. Moreover, their original records are not traceable. Decayed
secondary data material such as the Dead Sea Scrolls have been translated into numerous
languages, multiple times by scholars who have strived to decode long dead ancient languages.

The illustration example shown in Figure 42 is a mere sample of the hundreds of mainstream
translations of Biblical texts. Bible Hub (2019) offers 28 translations for the thousands of verses
of the Christian Bible. It is healthy for free-willed individuals to constantly question everything
and take nothing for granted. May you agree or disagree with this viewpoint as you see fit.

I suspect that the world is currently transitioning from a post-truth, fake news, fake history,
secretive global oligopoly power structure into an enlightened world based on selflessness and
open-access sharing. This transformation may empower the masses with authentic knowledge
of Judaism and Christianity that have long remained accessible to a privileged, selfish ruling class.
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Case study

Women’s intuition

מגילת אסתר

Magnes Collection of Jewish Art (1945)

The Book of Esther is a classic case study that can illustrate the inextricable overlap of the 21
Judeo-Christian interpretation tools. This ambiguous book from the Old Testament ostensibly
attracts more distinctly diverse mainstream interpretations than other Biblical texts.

Table 5 overleaf lists 13 tools that I suggest are most relevant to free-thinking persons who seek
to meticulously validate the Book of Esther’s authenticity and decode its intentions.

I invite you to imagine using ten tools to analyze each Biblical Book. This mental gymnastics may
lead us to appreciate the leviathan laboriousness of scripture study. May we be eternally grateful
for the gifts bequeathed by bona fide Judeo-Christian scholars of epochs, past and present.
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Book of Esther – Selected interpretation issues

Historical

Period and events of Ancient Persian history are not established.
Original text or oral source and author are ambiguous.
Book contains internal contradictions.

Response

The Jewish holiday Purim is rooted in the Book of Esther.
This book is popular among scholars of Women’s Studies disciplines.

Social

Possible relevance to the Holocaust and the Iran Nuclear Deal, formally

Scientific

known as The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, dated 2015.

Philology

Literal absence of a reference to Yahweh, or a synonymous proper noun.

Canonization

There are numerous canonized versions among mainstream denominations.

Redaction

The Roman Catholic canon includes six chapters that are considered
apocryphal in the Jewish and Protestant Christian traditions.

Narrative

Rich in symbols and imagery which may convey this book’s core message.

Allegory

Associated with many allegories such as ‘The world turned upside down’.

Rhetoric

Queen Esther only uses rhetoric to request protection for her people.

Ideology

May portray the Ancient Persian Empire as the natural enemy of Israel.

Metaphor

The underlying story of a king in need may be metaphorical.

Esoteric

YHWH may be included in acrostic form such as Hebrew word reversal.

Intuitive

This book’s popularity may best be explained by instinctive insights.
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The period of ancient Persian history and the historical events that underpin the Book of Esther
have never been accurately established via conventional historical inquiry methods. The original
text and oral sources of the unknown author/s of this Old Testament Book are ambiguous.

According to Bible scholar and author James Rochford, some mainstream Christian canonizations
of the Book of Esther contain several contradictions in the Apocrypha. The King James Version
and its offshoots are a prime example. Rochford (2019), claims that:

The date of Mordecai’s discovery of the plot. The canonical Esther places this in
the 7th year of Artaxerxes (2:16-21), while the non-canonical Esther places this in
the 2nd year of reek addition A puts it in the 2nd year of Artaxerxes (11:1).

Esther’s enigmatic narrative centers around the elevation of a Jewish banquet beauty Queen of
non-royal roots. The symbolism of Esther saving her people from genocide has inspired millions.

This book ostensibly justifies 75,000 violent deaths. This event may be an allegory for divine
justice that is eventually served on the wicked who aim to destroy the Jewish faith and its people.

The Book of Esther is unique as it elevates the status of women. This mysterious masterpiece and
Ruth are the only novellas that name their books after historical female figures.

Is earthy Esther more marvelous than Jonah the jinx? This rhetorical question is for you to
decipher. The lengths and loci of my crafted critique covertly rank these scripts. The veil is thin.
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End of chapter review: Conclusion

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this chapter?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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End of book review: Freely interpreting Judeo-Christian teachings

Yes or No
or your own answer

Question
1.

Did you understand most of the content in this book?

2.

Do you feel that the author is pushing a covert or overt personal
agenda in this chapter that aims to forcibly guide the reader to
think and/or act in a certain way?
If you answer yes to the question above, you may wish to make
a note in the space under this box, or in another space of
agendas that you suspect. You may consider offering other
comments such as concerns, insights and personal discoveries.

3.

Please make a note of any ideas or questions below that you plan
to investigate in the future.

Your free-willed thoughts and notes

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

You may communicate with the author jay@journalistethics.com
71

Index

Abraham

p. 41

Apocrypha

pp. 34, 64

Biblical Aramaic

pp. 26, 30, 32, 53-54

Books
Colossians

p. 61

Enoch

pp. 31, 37

Esther

pp. 62-64

Exodus

p. 22

Jonah

p. 39

Jubilees

p. 31

Mormon, Mormon Church

p. 30

Numbers

p. 45

Revelation

pp. 2, 39, 52

Christianity

pp. 1-3, 5-8, 11-13, 19, et al.

Commandments (Law)

p. 22

Comparative religion (Hinduism, Arthurian Legend)

pp. 50, 55

Dead Sea Scrolls

pp. 17-18, 21, 31-32, 60

Exorcism

p. 23

Gematria

pp. 47-48, 53

Gospels
John

pp. 43, 46

Mark

pp. 46, 51

Matthew

pp. 46-47

Hebrew

pp. 2, 26, 30, 32, 53-55

Historical methods

pp. 20-27
72

Archaeology

pp. 8, 21, 35

Evidence

pp. 20-21, 62

Reader response

pp. 22-23, 62

Reception

pp. 22, 62-64

Social-scientific

pp. 8, 17, 20, 24-25

Jesus, Jesus Christ

pp. 2, 5, 21, 23, 30, 41, 47, 50-51, 53, 58

Judaism
Messianic Judaism

p. 5

Orthodox, Ultra-Orthodox

pp. 5, 55

Reform

pp. 36, 55

Kabballah

pp. 47, 53-56

King James’s Bible

pp. vi, 24, 34, 63

Linguistics

pp. 1, 7-8, 11-12, 18, 26

Branches

p. 7

Connotation

pp. 11, 41

Morphology

pp. 7, 11

Messner, Tammy-Faye

p. 58

Miracles

pp. 39, 46, 51

Moses

pp. 2, 5, 41

Mystical interpretations

pp. 1, 8, 45-49, 51, 53-54, 60

Esotericism

pp. 8, 46-48, 63

Inspired ministry

p. 58

Intuitivism

pp. 57, 61-63

New Testament

pp. 2-3, 14, 22, 24, 30, 32-33, 47

Numbers

pp. 17, 47-53, 55

17

pp. 40, 49, 57

Formulae

p. 51
73

Frequency

pp. 23, 37, 48-49

Synchronization

pp. 48, 52-53

Objectivity

pp. 17, 21, 23, 37, 41

Old Testament

pp. 1-3, 14-15, 18, 21, 24, 30, 32, 52, 55, 57

Papyrus 46

pp. 32-33

Psalms of David, David & Goliath

pp. 37, 57

Research methods

pp. 13-18

Secrecy

pp. 47, 54, 60

Shroud of Turin

p. 20

Talmud

pp. 2, 54

Targum

p. 26

Text and oral interpretations

pp. 29-43

Allegory

pp. 8, 29, 37, 39, 63

Canonization

pp. 8, 29-32, 34-35, 43, 63

Exegesis

pp. 37-38

Form

p. 38

Ideology

pp. 41, 62-63

Literary

pp. 29-30, 37, 55

Metaphor

pp. 29, 37, 42-43, 62-63

Narrative

pp. 8, 29, 32, 37-39, 46, 48, 57, 60, 63

Philology

pp. 20, 26, 43, 63

Redaction

pp. 8, 29, 32-35, 43, 63

Rhetoric

pp. 29, 35, 37, 40-41, 63

Source

p. 35

Tradition

pp. 2, 8, 26, 29, 36, 41, 43, 62-63

Torah

pp. 2, 22

Truth

pp. 15-17, 48, 60

Vulgate

p. 11
74

Annex

Books mentioned in orthodox Bibles that are not canonized

The article below by Slick (2019) offers a personal view on Canonization. I encourage freethinking readers to consult other sources and independently validate claims in the article below.
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