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Spring Break 

The legislature is now on Spring Break and will return on Monday, March 27. 

The first half of this session has been characterized by discipline on the part of the 

Republican super-majorities. 

 

Last year at this point the Senate was limping through the aftermath of the SJR39 debacle 

which pitted the business wing of their party against the social conservatives and ended 

by creating a rupture in the Senate. 

 

There have been no great distractions this session.   Sure the Senate had some beneath the 

surface drama on procedural motions and how it conducts its business, but it never upset 

their worksman-like mindset to show up at Jefferson City every Monday with a priority 

piece of their agenda and have it third read by Thursday. 

 

The amount sent to the governor’s desk is small, but impactful: right to work and the 

expert witness bill. 

 

But the pipeline of Senate bills dealing with their twin priorities of labor reform and tort 

reform is impressive.  They’ve left the Senate and are sitting in House committees now.  

In the coming weeks after Spring Break, they’ll be teed up to send to the governor’s desk:  

changes to project labor agreements (SB11, Wasson and SB182, Onder), workers 

compensation (SB66, Schatz), collateral source (SB31 Emery), changes in discrimination 

law (SB43, Romine), arbitration modification (SB45 Romine), change to personal injury 

in health care (SB237, Rowden), and a little sales tax exemption (SB16, Kraus) as a 

kicker. 

 

In the House meanwhile, Speaker Todd Richardson finished the first half with a big 

victory in education – an issue that has bedeviled many a Republican speaker for the past 

few decades.  It was a squeaker vote, and it will certainly face its challenges in the 

Senate, but the charter school expansion was a big win for the education reform groups. 
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Moon, Marshall Object to HB662 

In the House’s Journal Rep. Mike Moon and Nick Marshall offer formal objections to 

HB662 on the basis that it is unconstitutional. 

 

From Marshall’s objection: “WHEREAS, Article I, Section 31 of the Constitution of the 

State of Missouri provides: "That no law shall delegate to any commission, bureau, 

board or other administrative agency authority to make any rule fixing a fine or 

imprisonment as punishment for its violation;" and WHEREAS, Senate Committee 

Substitute for House Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 662  violates the Missouri 

Constitution…[because it] authorizes the Missouri Department of Agriculture to assess a 

civil penalty of up to $25,000.00 per violation…” 

 

 

Mayfield for House 21? 

Speculation is that former Rep. John Mayfield is strongly considering a return to 

Jefferson City… He’s said to be eyeing House 21 where Rep. Ira Anders is termed in 

2018. 

 

 

Making Calls Already? 

File under rumors… but I’ve heard from a few folks that Sen. Scott Sifton has been 

lining up support for a 2020 gubernatorial bid.   

 

The conventional wisdom would have Sifton in the AG’s slot as he’s an attorney, but 

obviously there’s not a lot of clarity on how the deck will ultimately shuffle. 

 

Some even think that you can’t assume Governor Eric Greitens with his nearly weekly 

trips to DC will be running for a second term…  

 

And 

Not a lot names on the Republican side yet to take on Auditor Nicole Galloway in 2018.  

Speaker Todd Richardson had been mentioned months ago, but that talk hasn’t been 

sustained.  There are two schools of thought on Galloway’s chances.  On the one hand, 

Democrats have traditionally fared worse in the off-presidential cycle because turn out in 

the urban areas is lower.  This would be a disadvantage for Galloway.  But on the other 

hand, there’s the possibility that President Donald Trump will “overreach” or that his 

“tweet-before-thinking” approach to the Oval Office will wear thin, and 2018 will be a 

big Democratic year. We’ll see…. 
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Prop A Bits 

Rex Sinquefield gaves $200K to STL Citizens for Safety.  This is the campaign 

committee for St. Louis County’s Prop P – a tax dedicated to public safety.  I don’t think 

Citizens for Safety is doing anything in the city where Sinquefield is said to be behind 

Prop A. 

 

Prop P puts up their first TV spot… See it here.  It features St. Louis County Chief of 

Police Jon Belmar, and County Executive Steve Stenger.  The tag-line is: Prop P. Will. 

Save. Lives. 

 

 

Other Bits 

In Kansas City, the question of G.O. Bonds is seeing strong civic engagement. The 

proponents’ committee, Progress KC PAC, has spent $202K according to the 40 Days 

Before report while the opposition committee, Citizens for Responsible Government, 

only spent $295. 

 

John Pelzer has terminated his lobbying registration. 

 

Governor Eric Greitens appointed Carlos Haley, a Republican from Joplin, to the 

Missouri Southern State University Board of Governors. 

 

The rumor of former Rep. Mark Parkinson is apparently true, as the Senate website now 

lists him working for District 23 – Sen. Bill Eigel.  Parkinson had initially launched a 

campaign for Senate 23, but backed out and supported Eigel. 

 

In the spirit of unity, Sen. Jamilah Nasheed – who endorsed and spent thousands for 

Tishaura Jones – has endorsed Lyda Krewson in the general election for St. Louis City 

mayor.  Nasheed is said to be prepping a run to take on another mayoral candidate, Board 

President Lewis Reed.  If she would win that race, she and Krewson would serve 

together on the city’s powerful Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 
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