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Greitens’ Curious Budget Positions 

Scanning through the budget mark-ups one odd thing keeps popping up: Governor Eric 

Greitens took some unexpected positions with regard to language in his budget. 

 

In HB3 (Higher Education funding) the Governor recommended removing language to 

prevent money going to “immigrants with unlawful status.”  And later in the same 

funding bill, he recommended removing anti-common core language. 

 

Just as startling, in HB7 (Economic Development funding), in the section dealing with 

the Missouri Technology Corporation, the governor recommended removing language 

that would prohibit funds from being used for stem cell research. 

 

I spoke with a few folks about it.  The consensus is that Greitens did this by mistake.  A 

bit overwhelmed at the start of his term, he and his team focused on “the numbers” and 

not some of the recommended language changes which – it seems – they just cut and 

pasted from old Nixon budgets.  Or an alternative theory is that because his 

administration was slow in naming folks to posts, he was still relying on Nixonites who 

gave him that language, and his team took it without much scrutiny. 

 

In each of these cases, the House position is to reinsert this language. So there won’t be 

an actual change in policy at the end of the day. 

 

 

Wayne County Tittering? 

Auditor Nicole Galloway released a follow-up audit on Wayne County.  It’s not pretty… 

The projected ending cash balance, as reported in the budget document, for the year 

ended December 31, 2016, was $1,076… The General Revenue Fund owed the Special 

Road and Bridge Fund $471,846…  the General Revenue Fund continued to experience 

significant cash flow problems and borrowed monies on a bank line of credit to fund 

county operations… The expiration of the sales tax will result in less revenues and the 

county will likely need to reduce disbursements… 
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Deputy AGs Get Pay Raise 

Attorney General Josh Hawley has handed out some pretty nice raises to his top staff. 

According to the Missouri Accountability Portal, Hawley’s top three staffers are making 

$140,000 salaries.  Another three are making more than the attorney general himself. 

Deputy Attorneys General Darrell Lee Moore and Ryan Bangert are both making 

$140K as is Assistant AG John Sauer. 

 

That represents about a 10% raise over the highest employees under Chris Koster.  

Koster’s top staff Joseph Dandurand and James Layton both drew salaries of 

$127,916. 

 

The attorney general makes about $116,000. 

 

Other highly compensated members of Hawley’s staff include Michael Martinich-

Sauter whose biweekly paycheck is $5,208 ($125K/year), and chief of staff Evan Rosell 

who makes the same amount.  And Jason Lamb – a division director and Koster 

holdover – will make $118K this year, a bit more than his boss as well. 

 

On the one hand, the argument can be made that to attract and retain talent you need to 

offer higher paychecks.  But on the other hand, the calling of public service comes with 

the expectation that you are willing to forgo some monetary compensation.  Furthermore, 

other statewide officeholders have been able to recruit folks with deep resumes without 

lesser paychecks.  One obvious example is Drew Erdmann, the governor’s COO.  His 

salary is $125,000. 

 

 

House Perfects PDMP 

After much debate, the House perfected and passed Rep. Holly Rehder’s prescription 

drug monitoring program bill.  It heads to the Senate where it faces the stalwart 

opposition of Sen. Rob Schaaf.  During the debate Schaaf’s staffer, Jim Lembke, 

watched from the gallery… 

 

 

Contractors Against Prevailing Wage 

Word is that Governor Eric Greitens has been getting an earful from contractors that 

prevailing wage is a jobs killer.  MOScouter says, “They understand that prevailing wage 

hurts rural schools so agree there should be some kind of carve out for them. But their 

message is if you repeal prevailing wage out-of-state contractors will just come into 

Missouri with their cheap labor and the profits would leave the state….” 
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St. Louis County Exec Race Poll in the Field 

Someone’s polling the St. Louis County Executive race.  One MOScouter says the robo-

poll started with favorability questions on County Executive Steve Stenger, Senator 

Claire McCaskill, and President Donald Trump.  Then the poll asked about Stenger 

versus a generic Republican.  

 

The poll asked about potential Republican candidates Rep. Shamed Dogan and Mark 

Mantovani. Then went into a few issues – jobs and public safety.  

 

It asked about negatives on Stenger, specifically “pay to play.” And then it asked about 

Dogan’s support for education savings accounts. 

 

Finally it asked about the likeliness of supporting someone who publicly criticized 

Donald Trump.  Go figure. 

 

 

Time to Be Bold? 

Scott Charton had an intriguing tweet the other day… “Hank Foley's exit as @Mizzou 

interim chief is perfect timing to add MU chancellor to @umsystem president job…” 

 

The idea would be to flatten the administrative structure with resulting costs savings 

while creating an organizational structure less likely to be consumed with rival turf wars. 

It would be a bold move.  However with a new governor looking to shake things up, and 

considerable budget pressures, boldness might have some rewards here. 
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