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Our Michigan Fiero Club took a four day trip to Pontiac Ill. In October of 

2016.  Nine couples participated in this extended event and all Fieros 

performed well … these old cars are still reliable if properly maintained. 

 

Three of the nine cars were Restomods.  John and Dusty brought their 

1988 GT with a 3.4 liter V6 engine; Dave and Kimberly drove their 

Supercharged 3800 V6 and Roger and Layne cruised along in their 

Cadillac NorthStar  4.6 liter V8.  The rest of our Caravan were well 

maintained original Fieros with the 2.8 liter V6s that came standard 

from the factory.  Late model 1988 GTs and Formula cars were the 

most predominate in the non Restomod contingent.  

 

We all started out with very clean and polished classic cars and 

promptly ran into a series of showers that lasted most of Thursday on 

our initial leg to Niles, Michigan (the official start of the tour).  Six of us 

joined up to make Thursday the unofficial start of the tour and were 

expertly lead by Lou and Sue Oles. 

 

This mini pre tour wandered on secondary roads in southern Michigan 

and visited such historic spots as Colon, Michigan (population 1,100) … 

the Magic Capital of the World. 
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Our group was treated to a private Magic Show and fun was had by all.  

Several members purchased trick card decks … let the rest of you be 

warned.  Poker was not on the schedule for the rest of this trip! 
 

MICHIGAN'S VERY OWN 'BRIGADOON' 
 

Magic is everywhere in Colon. The Lakeside Cemetery is the final resting 
place for over 30 magicians - more than any other cemetery in the world. 
Blackstone, Don Alan, Monk Watson, The Amazing Conklins, Jack 
Gwynne, Karrell Fox, Bob Lund and dozens more magicians are buried in 
Colon along with veterans of the Revolutionary, Civil, World Wars I &II and 
Gulf War.  

_______________________________________ 
 

We also visited a historic Sinclair (Dinosaur) gas station:

 

http://www.colonmichigan.org/
http://www.magiccapitoloftheworld.com/
http://www.magiccapitoloftheworld.com/magic-capital-cemetery.html
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Some well preserved cars of the period. 

 
Our cars at the Sinclair Station. 
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Inspecting the premises. 

 
Taking pictures … a favorite pastime or our members. 
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After the Sinclair stop we had lunch; dodged some more rain drops and 

arrived in Niles Michigan before dinner with six very dirty Classic Fieros! 

 

Niles was the official start of the tour and we picked up three more 

Fieros including our trip organizers LaVerne and Dianne Bailey.  The 

Bailey’s are some of the most organized people I have ever met! 

 

Our trip packet included an hour by hour trip schedules, driving 

instructions for each day, numerous maps, postcards, snacks, pens and 

paper and assorted advertising pamphlets from the various places we 

were going to visit … you almost needed two hands to carry it all.  This 

was a well planned trip and attention to detail at its finest! 

 

Here are some pictures of the morning breakfast and pre trip prep.  

Note, Dave (last picture) trying so set up a harmonious weekend …  
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Friday morning was sunny and we officially started our very guided tour 

of the Midwest Farmlands on the way to Pontiac, IL.  (approximately 85 

miles Southwest of Chicago).  We traveled through South West 

Michigan, the upper part of Rural Indiana and then into Southern IL.  

The many Trump / Pence Campaign signs in Rural America proved to be 

a harbinger of things to come; but that is a story for another time. 
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The country side was beautiful and dominated by farms and small 

towns.  We had lunch at Yanni’s in Momence, IL and then visited two 

Historic Route 66 gas stations. One was a Texaco Station in Dwight Ill. 

And the other was a Standard Oil Station in O’Dell, IL. 

  

Here are some pictures: 

 

Lunch at Yanni’s: 

 
 

 
 

Several picture groups of the two historic gas station stops follow: 
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Pictures at the Texaco Station: 
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Pictures at the Standard Oil Station: 

 

 
 

 
 

That Larry is sure photogenic, isn’t he??!! 
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We finally arrive at Pontiac IL, late in the afternoon on Friday:  

 

 

 
We stopped in the center of town for a photo shoot before checking 

into our hotel on the outskirts of this lovely town. 

 

This is probably the right time to talk about the town of Pontiac, IL.  
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This town faced the same fate as Pontiac, Michigan:  closed down 

factories, escaping population, no jobs, limited tax base, support 

businesses without customers … another rust belt town whose 

probable fate was misery, poverty, doom and gloom. 

 

The Town Fathers and supporting business got together and reinvented 

the town as a automotive historical attraction with art, museums, 

hotels, restaurants, route 66 gas and repair sites, services and city 

government all dedicated to preserving this 12, 000 person town 85 

miles southwest of Chicago on the old route 66 (the famous road 

between Chicago and California that is mostly a memory).  

 

The town director of visitor services planned our whole visit from hotels 

to local places of interest, to dining and included special parking places 

for our cars in the center of town.  All the tourist stops were reached by 

a town trolley /bus driven by the retired Police Chief and the Mayor 

showed up on our first museum stop of the day to welcome us to his 

little tourist Mecca!  What a great approach to saving a rust belt town! 

 

Seeing this whole integrated approach in action was, in itself, worth the 

trip.  Every stop was well planned, every restaurant had good food at a 

reasonable price and local citizens we met were welcoming! 

 

You can’t help but wonder what Pontiac, Michigan could have been 
with a similar energy, vision, and approach to preservation? 
 
 So let’s start with the center piece of this museum circuit the Pontiac / 
Oakland Museum complex that is housed in multiple locations. 
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Our special parking spaces in the center of town. 
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Tim, (the guy in the black sweater) was the museum curator and  

he personally led our tour. 
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Tim is an interesting story all by himself.  He moved from Oklahoma to 

Pontiac, IL just to develop this museum at the request of the town.  He is 

without a doubt one of the most knowledgeable people on the planet 

regarding the history of the Pontiac / Oakland Motor Car Company.  The 

Pontiac automobile brand was established in 1926 as a companion 

make for GM's more expensive line of Oakland automobiles.  The 

Pontiac cars overtook its Oakland parent in popularity and supplanted 

the Oakland brand entirely by 1933. 

 

Oakland originally made horse carriages; hence the picture of the horse 

and carriage in the museum.  This museum covers three floors in the 

main location and has several other buildings in the town plus nearby 

storage facilities.  Almost every piece is Pontiac / Oakland related. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companion_make
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Companion_make
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland_(automobile)
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Notice all the oil cans on the display wall; only a part of the collection. 
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A Fiero display … mini car and the real thing. 
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One of several resource centers in the  Pontiac / Oakland Museum. 

 
Our free trolley ride to the other museum facilities: 
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The town advertises itself well! 
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Our group in one of the alternate Museum facilities. 

Would you believe this little Pontiac convertible has a Modern high 

performance Corvette LS7 engine under the hood??!!  

 

And that this very expensive conversion was given to the Museum! 
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Art and a Pontiac car join forces … what an air brush paint job! 
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The museum and other town collectors have several Quonset Hut 

(WWII type storage facilities) with well over one hundred cars in 

various states of restoration and preservation: 
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These facilities went on and on and on … 
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Here are some other pictures of the town and us visiting: 

 
The Town Hall Tower across from the Museum.
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A larger view of the entire Town Hall. 
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Our Fieros lined up in the center of the town on Saturday … 

 
We took up both sides of the main drag. 
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This should provide some perspective on where we were. 
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The left side of the private lunch table on Saturday 
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The right side of the lunch table on Saturday. Note how Dave DeVoe 

managed to get a prominent place in both pictures? 
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Our group in the town supplied trolley. 

 
A swinging bridge we visited in the town park. 
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Some of the numerous murals that decorate the town. 

 
One of the locals out for a ride in his classic car. 
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LaVerne and Dianne Bailey our excellent trip planners! 
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And last but not least … Abe Lincoln in Pontiac, IL. 
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This article is overly long but I felt I had to use as many pictures as 

possible to do this trip justice.  I had over 250 pictures to pick from! 

 

So I will wrap it up with a hearty thanks to LaVerne and Dianne Bailey 

for a wonderfully planned and executed trip.  And a second thank you 

to Louise Magaw for the numerous and excellent pictures (gee, maybe 

that’s why Larry Magaw is featured in so many pictures?).  And a third 

thank you to Lou and Sue Oles for the Thursday mini tour to Niles.  

 

We had a final caravan out of town on Sunday led by LaVerne and 

Dianne with couples splitting off at various points as we approached 

the Michigan border.   

 

My V8 restomod got 30 miles per gallon at 80 mph on the Michigan I-94 

Expressway; this is my best mileage yet.  It seems the faster I go, the 

better gas mileage I get … there has to be a limit to this, right? 

 

If you have never been on one of our extended tours you have missed 

the highlight of our Michigan Fiero Club event schedule; I know four 

days out of your busy schedule is a hassle but believe me, it is worth it. 

 

Please consider joining us for next year’s event; you will not be 

disappointed.  So long for now! 

 

 

 

 All the Best  /  Roger Fagnani 


