
Direct Dial:  01929 556561 
Email:  localplan@purbeck-dc.gov.uk 
Our Ref:  PRO/2016 
Date  22 Feb 2017 
 
Dear Mr Peter Anderson, 
  
Purbeck Local Plan Review – February 2017 Update 
  
I am writing to provide an update on progress with the review of the Purbeck 
Local Plan Part 1. As you may be aware, Purbeck District Council is currently 
reviewing the Local Plan, which was adopted in 2012. The review is a 
requirement of an independent planning inspector who stated the Council was 
not meeting the district’s housing need. 
  
Options Consultation Report 
  
Firstly thank you to those of you who participated in the ‘options’ consultation 
which took place during the summer of 2016. The consultation sought views 
on options to deliver around 3,080 extra homes in the district over the next 16 
years to 2033, on top of 2,520 homes already identified in the current Local 
Plan. We received over 3,300 responses to the consultation and we are now 
carrying out further research in response to this. We have published a full 
consultation report which includes a summary of the responses and explains 
how we will be seeking to address the concerns. The consultation report can 
be accessed online at: www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/Purbeck-partial-review. 
  
Public Question and Answer Session: 16 March 
  
Members of the public have lots of questions regarding the Local Plan Review 
so in order to help answer queries we have prepared a frequently asked 
questions document which we update regularly. This can be found at the 
following address: www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/Purbeck-partial-review. 
  
In addition to this, we will be holding a public question and answer session on 
Thursday 16 March from 5.00pm until 6.30pm at the Purbeck School in 
Wareham. Council officers will be there to answer questions in an informal 
setting where anyone can attend. We would be grateful to receive written 
questions in advance so that responses can be prepared. Questions can be 
submitted by e-mail to localplan@purbeck-dc.gov.uk. However this does not 
prevent anyone from asking questions on the night. 
  
The question and answer session will be followed by a meeting of the Local 
Plan Review Advisory Group, which will start at 7pm. 
  
Invitation to join Local Forums 
  
As stated above, we received over 3,300 responses to the ‘options’ 
consultation, and this reflects a high level of interest in the local plan process 
across the district. However, despite the high level of responses, we did 



receive feedback suggesting that the consultation material was too complex, 
with a need for more opportunities for genuine engagement. 
  
We are therefore considering establishing five Local Forums, covering 
different areas of the district. The Local Forums would provide an opportunity 
for local residents, town and parish councils, landowners, developers and 
other stakeholders to discuss the emerging evidence base for the Local Plan 
Review, and to provide constructive suggestions to help inform the plan. 
  
At this stage, we are inviting expressions of interest from anyone who may 
wish to join the forums. Please contact Frances Summers 
(francessummers@purbeck-dc.gov.uk; 01929 557384) if you would like to 
register your interest. 
  
Notifications about other planning policy matters 
  
We would like to keep you informed of any updates or consultations on issues 
that are relevant to you. In the past, we have received some feedback that 
consultees have been sent letters about other planning policy matters (not 
related to the Local Plan Review) and that they did not wish to receive such 
updates. As such, we will be refining our approach to notifying you of future 
consultations, to focus on those matters which are of particular interest. 
  
We will continue to inform everyone on our database about further 
consultations on the Local Plan Review. However, we will no longer inform 
you of any other planning policy consultations unless you specifically ask us 
to do so. You can select particular areas of interest by logging into our 
consultation portal (at: 
https://purbeck-consult.objective.co.uk/portal). Alternatively, please contact 
Frances Summers (francessummers@purbeck-dc.gov.uk; 01929 557384) if 
you would like to receive notifications about any of the following matters: 
Swanage Local Plan; Neighbourhood Plans; Community Infrastructure Levy; 
Infrastructure; Affordable Housing; Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations; 
Dorset Heathlands; Poole Harbour Recreation; Nitrogen Neutrality; and/or the 
Statement of Community Involvement. 
  
Yours faithfully, 

 
Anna Lee 
Planning Policy Manager	


