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Role Specification 
Musical Director – Bristol Concert Wind Band 

October 2016 

Background 

Bristol Concert Wind Band is looking for an experienced and enthusiastic Musical Director to lead our senior band 

on a permanent basis from early 2017. Bristol Concert Wind Band is a well-established wind band having been 

performing in Bristol and the surrounding areas for over 30 years. The band plays a wide variety of music at a high 

level, normally performing 3-4 formal concerts as well as bandstand and less formal gigs in the summer months. 

Repertoire in recent years includes: 

 Slavonic Dances – Dvorak 

 Bridges Over the River Cam – Bourgeois 

 Suite of Old American Dances – Bennett 

 Hoagy Carmichael in Concert  

 Miss Saigon – Schönberg  

 Flight of the Piasa – Sheldon 

 When the Stars Began to Fall – Allen 

 The Wind Racers - Bell 

The band rehearses every Wednesday evening 7:30-9:30pm at St Peters Methodist Church, Brislington, Bristol BS4 

4NZ. We rehearse through school holidays with the exception of 1-2 weeks around Christmas and New Year. 

Furthermore, the Bristol Concert Wind Band family also includes two improver bands and two learner groups with 

their own directors. Our membership across all bands and groups is around 150, with players in Bristol Concert Wind 

Band being selected from both internal and external sources depending on vacancy and standard. More information 

on the bands can be found on our website at www.bcwb.co.uk  

Key Accountabilities 

 Conducts Bristol Concert Wind Band in rehearsals on Wednesday evenings 

 Directs, critiques and guides the band at rehearsals to achieve desired tonal/harmonic balance, dynamics, 

rhythms, tempos, shadings etc. 

 Prepared to select music to accommodate the abilities and/or interests of the band and audiences, as well as 

being prepared to stretch and develop members with some challenging or new repertoire 

 Positions members within the band based on ability and/or required balance and identifies vacancies 

 Willing to attend committee meetings as necessary to discuss band matters such as rehearsals, repertoire, 

upcoming concerts etc. 

 Willing to converse and exchange ideas with other musical directors and group leaders in Bristol Concert 

Wind Band, and contribute to the wider musical community in Bristol and the South West. 

 Desirable – able to offer own deputy/fill-in conductor in a timely manner when unable to attend rehearsals 

Experience and Qualifications 

 Proven extensive experience in conducting and directing adult wind bands and/or orchestras. 

 A qualification in musical direction is not imperative but would be an advantage 

 Good practical understanding of a wide range of instruments in different band sections 
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Application 

If you are interested in applying for the role, please can you provide the following information: 

 CV and covering letter demonstrating the accountabilities, skills and qualifications desired for the role 

 Details of at least two referees, preferably relating to past bands you have directed 

 Example of a past programme for an engagement that you have put together, including background to the 

band, engagement and your thought process in putting the programme together 

 Based on your knowledge of Bristol Concert Wind Band (resources given below) produce a concert 

programme of duration 2 hours with an interval that you would suggest and your thoughts behind it 

 A brief outline of how you would approach repertoire selection for an informal park/bandstand gig 

compared to a formal concert 

 A brief description of your musical interests (preferred musical styles, favourite and least favourite band 

repertoire etc.) and a basic outline of your typical rehearsal 

 Confirmation of your earliest availability from January 2017 and your availability for our provisional Spring 

Concert date of Saturday 13th May 

Appointment Process 

The band is in the process of rehearsing for Autumn and Christmas concerts, therefore to minimise disruption to the 

band the aim is to appoint a new director as close to the beginning of January as possible. The provisional process for 

appointment will be as follows: 

 The committee will assess applications and arrange interviews to find out more information 

 The committee will select a shortlist of candidates. These candidates will be invited to take a rehearsal with 

the band, which will also include time for Q&A between band members and the candidate. 

Programme Resources 

Bristol Concert Wind Band has been recording videos of performances for the last few years. You can find some of 

these recordings on our Youtube channel at www.youtube.com/bristolconcertwband. Please use this as help for 

forming your programme as required in the application. You can also find additional information on our website 

www.bcwb.co.uk, and Facebook www.fb.com/bristolconcertwindband  

Deadline 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SENT TO info@bcwb.co.uk NO LATER THAN 12 MIDDAY ON FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 

2016. Any questions about the application can also be sent to this email address. 
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