SEPTEMBER 15, 2017
FROM NCM CANADA:
HURRICANE IRMA RESPONSE
Hurricane Irma has wreaked havoc in the Caribbean Islands and Florida, destroying
infrastructure, homes, trees, crops, and in some cases, everything in its path. Heavy
rains, storm surges and flooding have caused even further damage.
The first islands in the path of Hurricane Irma were hit the hardest when the hurricane
was Category 5 in intensity. As it passed through the warm waters of the Caribbean, it
again increased to a Category 5, striking the north and north eastern parts of Cuba.
Reports out of Cuba are still scant and lacking in detail, as communication has been cut
off, roads are impassable due to felled trees and power lines and internet is down. The
few pictures and accounts we have speak not only of extensive damage but also of heavy
rains and flooding continuing this week, further hampering efforts to determine the full
extent of the devastation.
Several of the Caribbean islands impacted by the hurricane are already receiving relief
goods, and plans are already underway to rebuild infrastructure, particularly those islands
whose primary livelihood depends on tourism. The US is responding primarily in Texas
and Florida.
Because of back–to–back hurricanes and then the earthquake in Mexico, the demands on
NCM resources and personnel is intense. Since the Canadian church has close ties with
the Cuban church, NCM Canada has been asked to coordinate the relief efforts in Cuba.
Therefore, NCM Canada’s focus for Hurricane Irma disaster response will be Cuba.
We anticipate that the priority needs will be food, clean drinking water, and shelter.
NCM Canada plans to send funds to the Cuban Church of the Nazarene for these
immediate needs. At this point, we assume also that Work and Witness teams will be
needed some time later to help rebuild/repair churches.
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For immediate relief, please send donations to the National Office:
Church of the Nazarene Canada
20 Regan Road, Unit 9
Brampton, ON
L7A 1C3
You can also call 1–888–808–7490 (VISA and MasterCard accepted). You can also
donate online at www.ncmcanada.ca under “Disaster Response.” Please specify Cuba.
Please pray for all those affected by these recent disasters and for our churches and others
who are responding. Please pray in particular for Cuba, our churches in Cuba, and all
those impacted there.
Further updates will follow as more detailed news of damage in Cuba becomes available.
Rev. Elaine J. Bumstead
Executive Director
NCM Canada

DR. CROCKER UNDERGOES SURGERY
Prayer is requested for General Superintendent Gustavo A. Crocker, who underwent an
emergency appendectomy last Friday morning. Everything went well and he is
recovering.
Dr. Crocker says he “praises God for prayers and for good healthcare.”
Dr. Crocker was elected the 41st General Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene at
the 28th General Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, in June 2013.
Prior to his election, Dr. Crocker had served as Eurasia Regional Director since 2004. He
previously served as Administrative Director of Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
International.

The above article appears courtesy of NCN News. For more global Nazarene news,
please visit www.ncnnews.com.
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SOUL OF THE NEXT ECONOMY FORUM
Ambrose University is proud to host the Soul of the Next Economy Forum, where the
non–profit sector, government, business and educational institutions converge. Fueled
through innovation, collaboration and corporate social responsibility, we come together
to learn about local and global social and development issues; connect with peers,
industry experts and other sectors addressing these issues; and engage in sustainable
business–oriented solutions. Highlights include an Executive Roundtable with Calgary
business leaders, frontiers of corporate responsibility with Wayne Visser, challenging
heropreneurship with Daniela Papi–Thornton and the Lion’s Den challenge where you
can showcase a social issue that you have a vision for.
To learn more and to register for this event, please visit https://nexteconomyforum.com/.

THE DYNAMIC TRIO
The Dynamic Trio, the most recent publication of Dr. William Stewart, is now available!
At the most hopeless and discouraging time of her life, Allison meets a group of new
friends who have started studying the three primary Christian qualities of hope, faith, and
love. As Allison begins to absorb the meaning, power, and truth of this “Dynamic Trio,”
she is introduced to new ideas, principles, and purposes that will change her life. With
the help of her new friends, she applies hope, faith, and love to her own situation and is
transformed from a lost and defeated person into someone with purpose, meaning, and
fulfillment.
As you join Allison in her journey, you may come to a fresh understanding of these three
qualities and begin to enrich and renew your own spiritual journey.
You can purchase your copy of The Dynamic Trio from the National Office for $20.00
(includes shipping charges).

Send your news items of national interest to Diane at national@nazarene.ca
and see your information appear in the next edition of

Nazarene News
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