NAZARENE NEWS | February 2020
A MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord.
We have been enjoying a marvellous little devotional booklet entitled “Morning By Morning” thoughts from Charles Spurgeon.
On January 4th the Scripture emphasis was...“But grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3
verse 18)
The challenge that we should be growing in every aspect of our
Lord’s grace is a daily and necessary challenge for each one of us.
It is a call to...GROW IN FAITH
FAITH THAT GROWS FULLER, FAITH THAT GROWS STEADIER, and FAITH
THAT GROWS SIMPLER.
It is a call to ...GROW IN LOVE
LOVE THAT IS MORE EXTENSIVE, LOVE THAT IS MORE INTENSE, and LOVE
THAT IS MORE PRACTICAL.
Finally it is a call to...GROW IN HUMILITY
STEPPING DOWN, GROWING UP, GETTING CLOSER.
These thoughts have set me on a pursuit to become more and more like Jesus. There is only one way to do this and that is to GROW. The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians
reminds them that “In all things grow up into Him” (Ephesians 4 v 15). My dear
friends, we hear so much about “Church Growth”. While this is a worthy pursuit, I believe that true church growth will only come through individual growth. When brothers
and sisters in each of our congregations grow in Christ, our churches will grow, our ministries will grow and the mission of Christ will be fulfilled and “His will be done on earth as
it is in heaven”...Amen and Amen.
“In the Name of the Risen Lord”
Blessings
Ian Fitzpatrick.

MY PRAYER FOR YOU
“May you experience PEACE in the midst of trial, JOY in the midst
of sadness, COURAGE when you face the “impossible”,
CONFIDENCE when others would seek to strip you bare,
REFLECTION in looking back, EXCITEMENT in looking forward,
LONGSUFFERING when your patience is exhausted, and
LOVE FOR ALL - AMEN”.
I WOULD ALSO ASK THAT YOU BE IN CONTINUAL PRAYER
FOR OUR DISTRICT LEADERSHIP IN CANADA...
D.S. Reverend Mark Collins (Ruth) - Canada Atlantic
D.S. Reverend Steve Ottley (Pat) - Canada Central
D.S. Reverend Rose Brower Young - (Brad) - Canada West
D.S. Reverend Gordon McCann - (Linda) - Canada Pacific
National Director & D.S. Reverend Ian Fitzpatrick (Pat) - Canada Quebec
PRAY ALSO FOR
Director of Stewardship Services: Dr. Riley Coulter (Karen).
Ambrose President: Dr. Gordon Smith (Joella)
N.C.M.C. Executive Director: Reverend Elaine Bumstead (Dennis)
MARRIAGE REGISTRATION
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
With an increasing number of Ministers being asked to officiate weddings in different
provinces across the country, please note: that depending on your jurisdiction it can take up
to 6-8 weeks to process an application and provide you with a number to legally officiate
the ceremony. We ask that you pay close attention to this notice as adherence to it will help
expedite the process through our district offices.
Please note this is a District function and not a National office function.

IN MEMORY
MRS. PHYLLIS SPENCE
Mrs. Phyllis Spence, mother of Pat Fitzpatrick, passed
away on 22 January 2020 following a severe stroke. Mrs.
Spence can only be described as a faithful servant of the
Lord. She served alongside her husband, Raymond
Spence who pre-deceased her 3 years previous (to the
day). Even though Mrs. Spence did not have a ministry
title, she was a “pastor” to many, and in particular the
young people of every church they ever pastored.
Along with her husband they pastored congregations in
England, Scotland and Northern Ireland, as well as the
Niagara Church on Canada Central and the Trenton
Church on Canada Atlantic.
She is survived by children Pat, Ken, Heather, Gillian and
Jacqueline, grandchildren and great grandchildren. Our
loss is heaven’s gain and we will see her again one day.

PALCON 2020 UPDATE

IMAGINE HOPE is the theme of the six PALCON’s this summer!
Would you join us in prayer, in waiting on God and looking to Him for the transforming
power of His presence at the Ambrose PALCON, August 11-13, 2020?
PALCON 2020:


Registration is open (select “Register” from the PALCON.org menu).

One-stop registration for minister and spouse (mar r ied co-pastors are also welcome
to register, one as spouse, to receive the reduced spouse rate)




Pricing:
Full Conference rate (Includes all meals beginning with dinner on the opening evening and, at no additional charge, on-campus housing T-W-Th):
$199 USD through July 10 ($229 after J uly 10)
$179 USD spouse rate (no date restr ictions)
Single-Day rate: $109 USD (Includes breakfast, lunch, and dinner on the day
registered)

Track updates via the Ambrose PALCON Facebook page
Find information on speakers, schedule, and more at PALCON.ORG, the conference website.
SESSION DETAILS AND WORKSHOP INFO COMING SOON!

How do we proclaim
and embody the
whole gospel in an
Increasingly fragmented world?
Join us on April 20 for a day
of challenge and inspiration
as we explore the transformative power of holiness for effective mission today.

Our guest is internationallyrenowned speaker and global
church leader, Dr. Gustavo
Crocker, General Superintendent of the Church of the
Nazarene. He will be joined
by leading Canadian sociologist, Dr. Joel Thiessen.
In our deliberations with regard to a keynote speaker it
became clear to us that Dr.
Gustavo Crocker could address the issue which forms
the theme of the event. He,
along with Dr. Joel Thiessen
will provide us much food
for thought on this important
topic.
Dr. Crocker will also be the
preacher for a special evening service of Sunday April
19th at Tyndale University
Chapel at 7pm.
Sunday April 19th:
6:45pm Salvation Army Brass Ensemble
Monday April 20th:
8am Registration
3:30/4pm Conclusion

Please pray for this important
event.
Dr. Ian Fitzpatrick
(organizing committee rep)

AMBROSE UNIVERSITY
ANNUAL PASTORS CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 19, 2020
Life Together:
Discipleship in an Age of Distraction
Jesus asked us to make disciples. And most of us are doing our best. But it's hard: we live
in an age of distraction, where so much competes with the call to follow Jesus, and so
much undermines it. Is there a way to break through the noise and confusion, to find a clear
and simple path forward? At this year's Pastor's Conference, Ambrose is teaming up with
the Flourishing Congregations Institute to offer the latest research on Canadian churches as
well as strategies from some of Canada's leading church thinkers and practitioners.
Main Presenter: Dr. Joel Thiessen, Professor of Sociology
February 19, 2020 | 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MST
Nazarene Lifelong Learning: This conference qualifies for Nazarene Lifelong Lear ning Registry. Please use event code: 57567
Information: Early Bird rate (before January 29) $79, plus taxes; after January 29, $89,
plus taxes. Livestream rate: $39
Register 3 or more at one time and receive a 10% discount.
To register and for further information, please visit here.
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2020-ambrose-university-pastors-conference-life-together-discipleship-in-anage-of-distraction-tickets-58751292698

"Evolution, Creation, and the Breath of God” –
Dr. Darrel Falk | February 12, 2020
On February 12, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. Dr. Darrel Falk
will be giving a public lecture at Ambrose University. Following Dr. Falk’s lecture a panel of Ambrose faculty will respond to the lecture. Parking
is free.

Dr. Falk is Emeritus Professor of Biology at Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego
where he has been based since 1988. In 2009, he, along with noted geneticist, Francis Collins and others, founded BioLogos, an organization dedicated to showing the compatibility
between mainstream science and the Christian faith. Falk, who began his advanced education with one year at Canadian Nazarene College, a predecessor of Ambrose University,
earned a doctorate in genetics from the University of Alberta. Besides his extensive writing
at the BioLogos website, he is the author of Coming to Peace with Science (InterVarsity
Press) and, with Dr. Todd Wood, and The Fool and the Heretic: How Two Scientists Moved
beyond Labels to a Dialog about Creation and Evolution (Zondervan).
For more information, contact Terry Fach: tfach@ambrose.edu

STEWARDSHIP
WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING SEMINARS:
USING WHAT GOD ENTRUSTS TO US
Isn't it amazing that an awesome, all-powerful God chooses to bring about His Kingdom
through people like you and me? Jesus trained twelve to fulfill His Mission - it's the way
God works. He looks for trustworthy people - people He can entrust with more and more
resources for the building of His Kingdom. Have you found your way onto His team? Is He
encouraging you to start where you are today and build upon your commitment? Luke reminds us that, "Whoever can be trusted with very little can be trusted with much, and who
ever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much." (Luke 16:10)
One of the most important actions you can take to participate in the building of God's
Kingdom is to share with him and His church the resources that He has blessed your life
with. Patterns of generosity, maintaining a current Will, preparing for the opportunity to
give time, talent and money when He asks us to... these are the disciplines of generosity
and abundance that He wishes for you and for me. For help with Wills & Estates, plan to
have a seminar in your church; contact me for available dates.
Riley Coulter
Director of Stewardship Services
Church of the Nazarene Canada
Contact: richardrileycoulter@gmail.com or 403.829.6949

NAZARENE WOMEN CLERGY
Clergy Conference E2020
Purpose: Engage Empower Equip
March 12-15 2020
Location: Ridgecrest NC
whwomenclergy.org
This conference is for Women clergy who are in the ministry track or are ordained, and
family members, clergy and District leaders.
At the last conference in 2018, we saw God move in a powerful way. Please pray
about how you can support this clergy equipping conference, and/or support those who are
able to attend.
Rev. Donna Wilson
Nazarene Women Clergy Council
USA/Can - Ambrose Ed/Canada Rep

CANADA ATLANTIC DISTRICT (C.A.D.)

January 2020 in Atlantic Canada can be summed up
in two words:
“Sunday Storms”
Many churches have had to cancel Sunday services
due to treacherous road conditions due to wild wintry weather. Those that stayed opened saw a faithful
few and we are so thankful for the resilient Pastors
and Nazarene's who braved the weather or stayed
safe at home and prayed and worshiped despite the
weather.

HIGHLIGHTS:
Canada Atlantic Pastors met for their annual Prayer retreat in P.E.I. and enjoyed fellowship, prayer and fasting together.
A group of Atlantic Nazarene's are currently in Haiti ministering to the many needs of this
dear country.
Canada Atlantic Youth will be meeting for a Youth Rally in O'leary, P.E.I. on February 21 23, led by Rev. Annette Smith, special speaker Pastor Tyler Hobbs.
D.S. Mark Collins spent time in Manchester, England completing intensive classes as he
studies for his Masters.
Blessings and we pray you all stay safe and warm!

CANADA CENTRAL DISTRICT (C.C.D.)
On Sunday, January 26th, 2020
Oakville Generations Church dedicated its
new building to the Glory of God.
The church is located in the Oakville’s new
IQ Centre.
Congratulations to Pastor Danny and Lina
Moreno and the Generations Congregation.

Pastor Danny Moreno & D.S. Steve
Ottley cutting the ribbon.

Generations Children cutting the ribbon
to the Children’s Ministry Centre

Generations Children @ Worship

Generations @ Worship

CANADA WEST DISTRICT (C.W.D.)
PASTOR'S PRAYER RETREAT The Canada West district held its annual Pastor's Prayer Retreat January 20-23. Rev.
Heather Prendergast facilitated discussion
around the calling as a minister.
There were several opportunities for private
prayer, small groups, and corporate worship
and prayer time. Space was included in the
schedule for fellowship and opportunities to
share with one another.
There is always room for more pastors to join us!
Plan now to be a part of our prayer focus January 2021.
WINNIPEG PLANTERS Bernado and Juanita, along with one of their sons, arrived in Winnipeg on January 2, 2020 to begin planting a new work in the
northern part of Winnipeg. They have a daughter living in New
Zealand and one son still serving in the Philippines. Strategic planning has already begun as we continue to reach out in the community of Winnipeg.
Pastor Bernado led the worship time at our first annual Prayer
Summit, held at the River of Life church on January 9, 2020 for all
of our Manitoba ministries. We look forward to next year's summit
and gathering with old and new friends.
HEATHER PRENDERGAST Rev. Heather Prendergast has recently moved to Alberta from
the Canada Pacific district, and will begin her new role as chaplain to the Alberta MLAs in Edmonton, starting February.

Heather is one of five chaplains nation-wide with this mandate,
working with the organization Leading Influence
(www.leadinginfluence.com). The vision is that there will eventually be a chaplain in every provincial legislature.
Please be in prayer for Heather as she begins her new assignment and seeks to build relationships across party lines. If you
have a connection with your MLA, Heather would welcome the
opportunity to meet them personally.
She can be reached at heather.hpconsult@gmail.com.

CANADA WEST DISTRICT (C.W.D.)
Announcing the 60th anniversary of
New Hope Community Church of the Nazarene
(February 1960 - February 2020)

A.K.A. Elmwood Church of the Nazarene
A.K.A. Beulah Church of the Nazarene

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2020, 10:30
Don't miss this special service when we will be celebrating
60 years as a church and congregation.

SPEAKER:
Rev. Vern Hannah (Helen Myers)

NAZARENE MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
CANADA FIELD (N.M.I.)
UPDATE ON LINKS:
Links is a network of personal connections between missionaries and Nazarene districts
around the world.
Participating missionaries are assigned to districts to help foster a personal connection
between missionaries and the local church. A Links relationship fosters a sense of involvement with Nazarene Missions through regular correspondence from missionaries,
updates from their field of service, and presentations by their Links missionary when
they are on home assignment.
Generosity is one of the greatest expressions of love. If an individual, church, or district
would like to show love to a Links-assigned missionary through giving, please follow
these guidelines.
• Sending physical letters or packages are discouraged unless the missionary has a specific need and requests the items be shipped. Districts and churches are encouraged to
coordinate with missionaries when they are on home assignment rather than shipping
items to their country of service. Physical packages can have very expensive duties that
the missionary has to pay when receiving your package. Please always ask the missionary before you mail anything.
• When giving a financial gift, there are multiple ways to send it in.
Write a check – When sending a Links gift as a local church, for faster processing we
are recommending to first send it to the District office. They are then able to send one
check of all your Districts donations rather than spending money on multiple processing
fees for smaller checks.
Missionary Care is an important strategy of Nazarene Missions International (NMI) to
help provide for personal needs of missionaries. These expressions of care include:
Links: a strategy for “linking” churches with missionaries through prayer and personal
contact.
Missionary Christmas Fund: pr ovides a monetar y Chr istmas gift for missionar ies.
Missionary Health Care: monies collected through the Memorial Roll and Distinguished Service Award used to subsidize missionary health care costs.
The Memorial Roll: a way to honor deceased friends and loved ones. A certificate ($75
CAD per person) is issued in the name of the person memorialized and is often presented to a family member or displayed in the church.
Distinguished Service Award: a certificate presented to an individual to recognize outstanding service to God and the church. The presenter (usually a church or district) contributes $125 CAD (per person) to Missionary Health Care.

NAZARENE MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL
CANADA FIELD (N.M.I.)
Assigned to Canada Atlantic District:
Maria Antonia and Danilo Carvalho
Children- Rode and Daniel

Assigned to Canada Central District:
Anthony and Barbra Manswell
Children- Kendrick, Kavanah, Jayedon and Jerrick.

Assigned to Canada West District:
Hiram and Yani Galvez

Also Assigned to Canada West District:
Phillip and Monica Carr
Children- Phillip, Emily and Sarah

Assigned to Canada Pacific District:
Ermias and Mulunesh Choliye

Please pray that the Holy Spirit
will continue to pour into the
lives of our Nazarene
Missionaries and that the
Kingdom of God will grow.

CANADA PACIFIC DISTRICT (C.P.D.)

The Canada Pacific District
held its
Clergy Spouse Retreat
at the
Cedar Springs Christian
Retreat Centre
in Sumas, Washington
on the 10th - 12th of
January, 2020.
D.S. Gordon McCann gave a
welcome.

National Director,
Dr. Ian Fitzpatrick sharing
with the group of Pastors
and Spouses.

Pastors Pat Wiens and
Jason Horn.

Dr. Smith sharing from
God’s Word on the
connection between the
“Ascension” and
“Pentecost”

NAZARENE COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES CANADA (N.C.M.C.)

As we reflect on this past year, our hearts are warmed thinking of the incredible resolve that communities, families and individuals like you have shown in our mission of working to end world hunger.
The spirit of God has moved people across Canada, like you, to help families in desperate need
of food.
Because of you, people whose lives have been disr upted by conflict in South Sudan and Yemen
received emergency food. Families in Bangladesh, Somalia and Haiti benefited from programs that
improve nutrition for children and nursing mothers. And farmers in India, Kenya and Nicaragua were
able to learn new ways of farming so they can grow more food and build a better future for their families.
This year was a trying season for many of our farm supporters, but they still found the time and energy
to make a difference for others, when they are facing struggles of their own. For this we are deeply
grateful, and we hope you will join us in keeping them in your prayers.
When Canadian farmers face a trying season, so too, does the Foodgrains Bank, because growing
project revenue is reduced. With the number of hungry people in the world rising again because of
conflict, changing weather patterns and economic disruptions, the need for our help has become even
more significant.
With your continued support and donations, I know we will be able to help many families over come the challenges they face, as we did this past year.
Thank you for your steadfast support, and God's blessings to you all.
Sincerely,
Jim Cornelius
Executive Director
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

Elaine Bumstead
Executive Director
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada

You can donate to the work of NCM Canada thorough the Canadian Foodgrains Bank in
any of the following ways....
 Donate on the Foodgrains website at www.foodgrainsbank.ca
and specify "Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (NCM)"
 Mail your cheque to the Church of the Nazarene Canada,
3657 Ponytrail Drive, Mississauga, ON L4X 1W5 and specify "Canadian Foodgrains Bank"
 Call 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220
and ask to make a donation to Canadian Foodgrains Bank (credit cards accepted)
 Donate on our NCM Canada website under "Donate" .
Specify "Canadian Foodgrains Bank".

YOUNG ADULT SEND ME LEARNING TOUR TO MALAWI
Eight young adults including Yara and Alan Cristales (NCM Canada) will be participating
in an NCM learning tour to Malawi departing February 14, 2020.
These eight young adults have been selected from applications received and have participated in 3 orientation sessions and studied the book together, "When Helping Hurts In
Short-Term Missions" They will be experiencing first-hand how compassionate ministries happen on the ground in Malawi through local churches and how these ministries not
only meet needs but help to grow the church.
You can help in two ways....
PRAY:
Pray for Alan and Yara who will lead the group.
Pray for Nicole, Sierra, Samanta, Emanuel, Erwin, and Daniela as they tr avel together, experience Malawi culture and people, visit the NCM projects, debrief together,
pray together and listen for God's voice in the midst of it all.
Pray for God's protection, His presence and direction.
ENGAGE:
Ask them to speak (English or Spanish) in your local church, telling about their experience, when they return.
Thank you for your support and prayers.

February is Alabaster Month
The Alabaster Offering provides funds for
property and buildings around the world.
While we understand the church consists of
the people of God and not a building, buildings erected for the purpose of ministry help
provide a sense of permanence, functionally
ehance ministry efforts, and convey an attitude
that the Church of the Nazarene intends to "put down roots." Alabaster funds
help provide land for many Work & Witness projects, and the entire Alabaster
Offering goes toward the purchase of land and construction of churches,
schools, medical facilities, and homes for missionaries and national workers.

If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe to the Nazarene News
please email ycristales@nazarene.ca

