
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

School Improvement Fund
 

The School Improvement Fund (a non-competitive grant program) is being considered by the Joint Committee on 
Student Success as the mechanism to direct any new education revenue to schools in Oregon.  

• The School Improvement Fund (ORS 327.297) does not allow for charter schools or the Oregon School for the 
Deaf to directly access grants. 

• Measure 98/High School Success grant program provides an example of the way in which sucha a grant  
program can be inclusive of charter schools in Oregon.  

• We urge the JCSS to model the School Improvement Fund on the High School Success grant program 
 

The Oregon Coalition of Community Charter Schools supports efforts to identify up to $2 billion in  
additional education revenue for our schools. However, any funding mechanism used to disburse funds must  
include Oregon’s nearly 34,000 Charter School students (in 130 charter schools across the state.)

State School Fund
 

Oregon’s charter schools are almost solely funded through the State School Fund (SSF). Our K - 8 grade charter 
schools are required, by Oregon state law, to receive at least 80% of the SSF dollars allocated to public schools,  
per pupil. Our high school grades are required to receive at least 95% of the SSF dollars allocated to public  
schools, per pupil. 
 

Currently, the Ways & Means co-chairs budget framework provides the SSF $8.87 billion, this is $100  
million less than the Governor’s Recommended Budget and will mean cuts to schools across Oregon.
 
ORC3S supports:

• Quality Education Model funding: $10.734 billion
• Full funding of Measure 98/High School Success: $300 million

PERS Reform
Charter schools are small independent public employers, required by statute to participate in the Public  
Employee Retirement System (PERS). Currently public charter schools, for the purposes of PERS, are  
categorized in the School District Pool (Rate Code 3000) and pay that standard rate. 

• PERS rate paid by charter schools for their employees is 21.87% (for OSPR/Tier III--which are the  
majority of employees at public charter schools)

• PERS rate paid by select authorizing school districts: 
• David Douglas SD OSPR/Tier III: 18.32%
• North Clackamas OSPR/Tier III: 5.76%
• Redmond OSPR/Tier III: 13.91%

Public Charter schools, as small independent employers differ in significant ways from districts (who are most  
often large public employers.) ORC3S urges the Legislature to modernize PERS rates for charter schools to  
acknowledge the unique characteristics of their operations and employee pool.
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Instructional hours 
Over the last decade, schools across Oregon have been implementing more innovative and educationally relevant 
programs to meet the needs of their students. As schools across the state put in place innovative and educationally  
relevant whole-school learning models, the “seat time” concept is inappropriate for measuring access to  
instruction and knowledge acquisition. Oregon’s method of measuring whether students have enough access to 
instruction (the “seat time” method) does not always line up with schools offering educational models such as: 

• Proficiency based programs
• Personalized learning programs (hybrid brick and mortar) 
• Dual credit, and other types of accelerated learning, models 
• CTE/STEM/STEAM programs that involve intern/externships and other types of work experience and travel 

time off campus 
• Programs for at-risk students, pregnant or parenting teens or efforts to re-integrate students who have 

dropped out back into school

In 2018 the Oregon State Board of Education approved certain flexibilities for instructional hours requirements,  
for specific groups of students. However, public charter schools in Oregon are not allowed waivers from  
instructional hours requirements (per ORS 338.025(2)).

• ORC3S supports removing the prohibition on waivers from instructional hours for public charter school
• Allow for schools (district and charter run) meeting certain program criteria to have flexibility with regards to 

time (instructional hours)

State Mandates
The intent of the Oregon charter school law was to create an avenue for parents, educators and community  
members to take responsible risks to create new, innovative and more flexible ways of educating children within 
the public school system. In 1999 legislators authorized charter schools in an effort to create an atmosphere in  
Oregon’s public school system where research and development of new learning opportunities are actively pursued. 

Unfortunately well-meaning policy makers continuously attempt to impose a myriad of mandates on Oregon’s 
public charter schools.  

• ORC3S urges legislators to oppose mandates that impede charter schools ability to provide innovative  
education without access to sufficient resources. 
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About the Coalition
We are a coalition of community-based, public charter schools representing all corners of our state. 
Although, we are all unique in our pedagogy and practice, what unites us is our commitment to educational 
innovation and to high-quality schools for all students. Our mission is to provide a voice and sustainable 
support and guidance for the members of our coalition.
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