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Eclectic objets d’art transform plantation-style home in Kapa‘au

By Karen Anderson
Photography by Giselle Thompson

rom African tribal masks and 
Balinese woodcarvings to Japanese 
fabrics, Fijian sculptures and 

Hawaiiana mixed media — an eclectic 
collection of world art and furnishings 
blends masterfully together at the Kapa‘au 
home of Chris and Cynthia Phillips.

Set on 10 lush acres just outside of 
Hawi Town, the plantation-style home, 
built in 2004, provides the perfect canvas 
for a trove of global treasures acquired by 
the couple during their respective travels 
around the world. 

“We like combining things that have 
meaning to us from the different places the 
we’ve been to,” said Cynthia, who grew 
up living with her family in places like 
Congo, Morocco, Pakistan, Thailand and 
Australia. “It’s more interesting that way.”

Embarking wholeheartedly on the 
interior design process, the Phillips 
enlisted the assistance of Fine Design 
Interiors, in Waimea, to help them 
integrate their diverse objets d’art with 
new furnishings, lighting and accessories. 
During a shopping tour in Honolulu with 
lead designer Diane Bobek, the couple met 
Lindha Tseu, of Baik Designs, who ended 
up providing much of the furniture she 
sourced directly from Indonesia, as well as 
from her showroom and her own personal 
collection.  The living room showcases an antique daybed (pune‘e) from Ponorogo, Java, and ’40s-era club chairs 

newly crafted of reclaimed teak. Made of repurposed gears from a sugar-grinding mill in Java, two side 
tables complement the glass-topped, wagon-wheel coffee table. Stone sculpture by Big Island artist Fred 
Soriano; painting by Soviet dissident, Yuroz.

A carved monk from the homeowner’s collection.

Fine Design Interiors assisted the homeowners in choosing this organic walnut dining table and chairs sourced from Bali 
Boo in Honolulu. The slab sits atop bases from Sumbawa. Faceted-globe lamps from Baik Designs in Honolulu add a 
soft ambience to the room. Hawaiiana artwork is by Kaua‘i artist Bridget D’annibale, whose work can be found at Third 
Dimension Gallery at the Shops at Mauna Lani.
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Constructed in Bali and shipped to the Big Island in sections, a 10-foot-
square balé (gazebo) provides a meditative retreat in the garden. The timbers 
and roof shingles are made from sustainable bengkirai and merbau wood. The 
mattresses and Thai-style triangle cushions are covered in Sunbrella fabric.  

In the kitchen, the 
Phillips replaced the 
existing unsealed granite 
countertops with black 
granite from Davis Tile & 
Marble in Kailua-Kona. 
“We wanted something 
that would mirror the dark 
floors and also accentuate 
the view out the window,” 
said Chris Phillips, 
homeowner.

From the Indonesian island of Sumba, a collection of seven antique 
ancestor guardians greets visitors at the driveway entrance to the home.

Wood Balinese temple lanterns serve as bedside lamps — topped with caps made from fibers of chromatic black 
palm trees. Salvaged from a Tanah Toraja ceremonial house, an antique structural panel makes a statement above 
the simple teak bed. Atop the bed is an antique low-writing table from Java, doing double duty as a serving tray. 
The accent pillow is from Place in Honolulu.

Sourced by Baik Designs in Honolulu, the turquoise-painted daybed (from Kudus, Java) reflects the color of the ocean as seen from 
the makai-facing lanai. Batiks, baskets and soft, hand-woven cotton cushions from Bali accent a quiet corner to relax and read.

“Lindha actually came over from O‘ahu to 
unload the shipment and help Diane assemble 
and place pieces here at the house,” Cynthia 
said. “She also happened to be going to Bali the 
following week and found the rest of the pieces 
for us during that trip.”

Designed to resemble the single-wall construc-
tion style of a classic Hawaiian plantation home 
of the early 1900s, the 2,500-square-foot home is 
actually built of double-sided walls in rock-solid 
fashion. Even the number of joists in the framing 
is beyond what is required by code.  

Showcasing three bedrooms and three-and-a-
half bathrooms, the residence divides into two 
wings, creating the ideal situation for hosting 
guests and family members. Doing a bit of 
remodeling on the property, the Phillips added 
a third bathroom by reconfiguring the laundry 
room. They also redid the kitchen, installing a 
darker shade of granite they obtained from Davis 
Tile & Marble in Kailua-Kona, and also adding 
gas cooktop to the cooking island.  
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Contractor Don Svendson, of North Kohala, 
did all of the remodel work including re-plumbing 
the kitchen and installing hand-scraped oak 
flooring in some of the rooms to match the floor 
in the rest of the house. He also assembled the 
Indonesian pavilions, a.k.a. “balés,” in the 
backyard, which offer a relaxing retreat for 
meditation and contemplation amid the vast 
expanse of greenery. 

Carlos Adams, of Adams Concrete in North 
Kohala, crafted and installed hand-stamped 
concrete driveway.

“There was a originally circular dirt 
driveway,” recalled Cynthia. “We would get 
stuck in the mud when it rained, so we needed 
to upgrade. Carlos is an artist and a master 
concrete craftsman. Each paver is custom 
formed, colorized and sealed.”

For the last 15 years, the Phillips had 
been coming to Hawai‘i Island, staying at 
their townhouse on the Kohala Coast. An IT 
executive, Chris travels extensively throughout 
the year to Southeast Asian locales. The 
townhouse had always been his stopping place 
for de-stressing on his way back to the Pacific 
Northwest. Planning for retirement, however, 
he and Cynthia knew they’d rather be living 
permanently in the North Kohala area.

After purchasing their Kapa‘au home in 
2012, the Phillips felt immediately welcomed 
by their neighbors and local residents in the 
community. The property occupies land that had 
been subdivided by their neighbor.

“When we first got here,” said Chris, “we 
were basically camping out with a few chairs 
from Costco and a bedroom set from our 
townhouse. We fell in love with the house 
even when it had no furniture in it. Neighbors 
would leave food on the lanai for us, and we 
never knew for sure who were making these 
wonderful gestures. It’s a close-knit and 
supportive community, and that’s what we 
appreciate most about Kapa‘au.”

With a group of friends that are as eclectic as 
the couple’s interior design choices, the Phillips 
enjoy entertaining on the front and back lanais, 
or cozying up around the wagon-wheel coffee 
table in front of the lava-rock fireplace on a   

cool, rainy night. 
Above the fireplace hangs a painting 

by famed artist Yuroz, a Soviet dissident 
who immigrated to Los Angeles to paint 
and sculpt. To the left of the hearth is a 
Zen sculptural piece made of lava rock by 
Hilo artist and UH professor, Fred Soriano, 
whose work is on display in public places 
throughout the Island. 

“He brought a truckload of rocks and 
worked with us together on the piece,” 
Cynthia said. “It was so much fun; we really 
love him.”

Whether the seven Indonesian guardian 
statues that stand sentry above the driveway, 
or the graceful Japanese noren curtains that 
impart good feng shui energy throughout the 
home, the many exotic pieces in the Phillips’ 
residence seem to perfectly embody the 
essence of island living.

“This island has an energy that attracts 
us,” Chris said. “As soon as we’re here, all 
the stresses seem to melt away and it feels 
like home.” AH

A spacious covered lanai with comfy Javanese daybeds and lazy chairs provides a peaceful setting for 
watching the horses in a nearby pasture or for entertaining family and friends. On the wall is a war shield 
from Irian Jaya. The carved bench from Timor serves as a coffee table.

Mounted on the wall by design consultants from Fine Design Interiors in Waimea, a beautifully painted antique 
room divider (from Bali Boo in Honolulu) makes a unique headboard. Adding texture to the serene vignette, 
the teak-and-bamboo bedside lamp features a globe created out of banana fiber. Hanging in the doorway, a 
Japanese noren curtain (from Dragon Mama in Hilo) facilitates positive feng shui. Bed scarf and accent pillow 
were purchased at Place on O‘ahu.

The guest bathroom 
imparts a nostalgic look 
reminiscent of Hawai‘i’s 
plantation-era.

The hand-stamped 
concrete driveway 
was installed by 
Carlos Adams of 
North Kohala.
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