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Somervale School - a 11-19 comprehensive. Celebrated in the top 15% of most progressive schools in the country

School Diary Dates:

•	 21st January 2016
Y9 Parents’ Evening - 4.30 pm

•	 23rd January 2016
Y10 Ten Tors Training (Mendips)

•	 26th January 2016
Y10 Parent information 
evening - 6pm

•	 4th February 2016
 Y11 Parents’ Evening - 4.30 pm

•	 6th February 2016
Y10 Ten Tors Training (Mendips)

•	 11th February 2016
Parent Forum 5.30 pm

•	 12th February 2016
End of Term

•	 22nd February 2016
Term  4 (week B)

Year 9 exams Eng, Ma & Sci

•	 29th February 2016
World Book Week 

Attendance Mufti

•	 5th March 2016
Y10 Ten Tors Training (Dartmoor)

•	 7th March 2016
Behaviour Mufti

Dear Parent/Carer
Firstly, I do hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and I wish you all a very Happy New 
Year. You may now be aware that Mr Kenny, Deputy Headteacher, has decided to 
retire at the end of this academic year. Mr Kenny has been the Deputy Headteacher 
at Somervale School for 16 years and will be remembered fondly by students staff and 
parents. He has been an exceptional leader in that time, steering the school through 
some challenges and contributing significantly to the success currently enjoyed by 
the school. He is a tenacious person, who cares deeply about children and has always 
strived to do the absolute maximum to help children succeed. I have no doubt that 
without his expertise and support, Somervale would not be where it is today; a  well 
regarded school with one of the highest rates of progress for children in the country. 
Personally, Mr Kenny has been a good friend and colleague. I could not have wished 
for someone as helpful, thoughtful and intelligent to be working with to lead a school. 
Therefore, as you can probably guess, I will miss him tremendously and I know others 
in the school community and beyond will do too. We wish him the very best for a long 
and happy retirement.

In other news, Year 11 received their mock exam results at the end of last term. As is 
always the case, there were some happy faces, but also some disappointed students. 
Could I ask all parents of students in Year 11 to continue supporting us and their      
children by really nagging them about revision between now and the final exams.  
Revision from this point onwards really does make such a difference to final outcomes. 
Research suggests that students who revise from January achieve on average two 
grades higher than those who leave revision to the last moment. If parents feel they 
are getting no response from their child at home about revision, please do contact 
myself or Mr Ambrose at school and we will happily provide some support.
 

I	have	once	again	been	contacted	by	neighbouring	local	businesses	who	are	reporting	
that	parents	of	Somervale	students	are	using	their	car	parks	or	forecourts	as	waiting	
areas.	Can	I	please	ask	you	to	be	courteous	when	waiting	and	only	use	public	car	parks	
or	arrange	a	meeting	point	that	is	not	obstructive	to	businesses	or		members	of	the	
public.	I	would	also	like	to	remind	parents	that	they	should	not	be	entering	the	staff		
carpark	(through	the	green	gates)	unless	permitted	to	do	so	for	student	medical	
reasons. All students should be dropped at the front carpark and walk into school.

Alun Williams

    
 Dont Forget to ‘like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page 
 www.facebook.com/Somervale-School
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Notices

From January 2016 copies of all letters sent home will 
be added to the Parent Portal instead of the school 
website.

When you log-in to your Parent Portal Homepage you 
will see two new folders appear under ‘General’ this 
will hold whole school letters and your child’s 
specific year group letters too. Like the image shown.

We would encourage you to check these folders regu-
larly as we have had instances where emails are not 
being received even though the correct email address 
is used. 
Please inform us if your email adddress changes.

Between Monday 11th of January and Friday 18th of March, Somervale staff and students will be actively involved in 
Sport Relief 2016. Somervale School has launched a ‘Walk the World Challenge’ wherein staff and students will share 
the common goal of completing 117,867 laps of the astro turf facility which equates the circumference of the Earth. 
While this may be a large target, we believe that it will encourage students to become more active for a good cause.  
Students will be permitted to complete laps during social times, and, when broken down, students are asked to 
complete just 5 laps a day.  This can be done at the following times:

 Before School 8.15-8.45 am
Break	time	10-40-11.00	am
Lunchtime	12.50-1.20	pm

After	School	3.30-4.30	pm	(Monday,	Thursday,	Friday	only)

The school will be able to provide regular updates via social media on how the challenge is progressing in order to 
engage the community.  Once again, we believe ‘Walk the World’ will provide a significant boost to student morale as 
we look to become more physically active and unite as a school to support a great cause. In addition, students will be 
educated on the purpose of Sport Relief fundraising with information and activities permeating other classes such as 
mathematics and geography.  
 
Every single student has been issued a sponsor form. For the challenge, their goal is to complete 236 laps of the astro 
turf, however, every student is entitled to set their own goal, be it higher or lower. Any money raised will be added to 
our financial contribution to this exceptional cause. The school has set a target to raise a minimum of £2,000. 
 
Head teacher Alun Williams has pledged an initial contribution which has created a fantastic prize pool for our stu-
dents. The more laps that students complete, the greater chance they have of winning some fantastic prizes. These 
include cinema tickets, restaurant vouchers, Lush cosmetic products, and sports giveaways, as well as top prizes such 
as a FitBit Charge HR, £100 Sports Direct voucher, £100 Amazon voucher, £50 Superdry voucher, £50 Topshop/Top-
man voucher, and a £50 iTunes voucher. While these provide incentives for our students, we also hope that the com-
mon goal of helping others will motivate our students to participate in ‘Walk the World’.
 
We hope that the school community will embrace the challenge and are under no illusions that 117,867 laps of 
the astro turf will be easy! Somervale is looking forward to a culture of togetherness, higher activity levels, and the 
chance to raise money for young people who are not afforded the same opportunities as most. 

A	Justgiving	fundraising	page	has	been	set	up	with	all	donated	funds	going	directly	to	Sport	Relief	2016,	please	
visit the page and sponsor us to complete this challenge https://www.justgiving.com/Somervale-walktheworld/	
 
Thank you in advance for your support!

Walk the World challeNge - sport relief 2016

Uniform

Could we please remind all parents that the following 
uniform items are not acceptable;

• Short or clingy skirts (skirts need to be very close  
   to knee length)

•	Boots,	Canvas	shoes	or	trainers
•	Skinny-fit	or	jean-style	trousers

In addition, we do not allow hair dyes which are not 
‘natural’ hair colours or multi-coloured hair.

Thank you for your co-operation on these matters.  



carol coNcert - december 2015
On the evening of Tuesday 15th December Somervale celebrated its Annual Christmas Carol Concert at St. John’s 
Church. The service included, reading, communal carols, voice and instrumental performance from students aged 
11/18. As usual the church was full to overflowing. By the end everyone went home knowing their Christmas 
celebrations had officially started.

Mr Kenny, Deputy Headteacher commented, ‘the levels of musical performances is outstanding every year. It is 
particularly pleasing to see so many of our Year 7 students performing ready to take over from the older generation 
of students who will be leaving. I always find the brass fanfare that opens the service particularly uplifting. The whole 
event is a credit to Somervale’s Music Department.

A member of the congregation wrote to the school to say, 
‘Thank you for such an enjoyable Christmas Carol Service last night.  The standard of all performances was fantastic, 
with some very talented pupils - it truly was a wonderful evening.  That so many children were involved is a 
testament to the enthusiasm of the Music department at Somervale and it was delightful to see such a wide range 
of performances as well as having the opportunity to join in with the carols!  Please pass on my congratulations to 
all involved.’

The Local Governing Body of Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership must 
include Parent Governors who are elected by parents/carers of pupils 
at each school in the Federation. We currently have one vacancy for 
a Parent Governor from Somervale School. These positions are for a 
period of between two and four years.

If becoming a Parent Governor is something you would be interested 
in, please contact the clerk to the Governors, Miss Emily Sibley on 
01761 412557 or by email headspa@nortonhillschool.com.

Closing date for nomination forms is 9.00 am 
on Monday 1st February 2016

Current progress at of the end of week 1



mNsp ski trip

The unseasonably warm weather and lack of snow across much of the Alps didn’t stop 
35 students from across the Partnership from enjoying a taste of the high life recently on the 
annual ski trip. Travelling to Pila in the Aosta Valley in Italy, skiers and snowboarders alike were pleasantly surprised 
to find a good selection of runs available even though many nearby resorts had failed to open. Trip Leader Mr 
Chandler said ‘Before we arrived I was worried about the lack of snow throughout the region, but the predominantly 
north-facing slopes in our resort worked well holding on to what had previously fallen. 

All of our students had an amazing time and will remember for years to come, the very special experiences that this 
trip provides. Mind you, it was slightly odd sharing ski lifts with Mountain Bikers who were taking advantage of the 
unexpected extension to their season!’

STOP PRESS! – Last few spaces remaining on the 2016 Federation Ski Trip. 
See letter on website or Mr Chandler ASAP for details.

CLOTHES SHOW LIVE 2015 - NEC BIRMINGHAM
The Design and Technology department organised another fantastic trip to the Clothes Show – a great day was had 
by Textile students in Years; 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 on the 4th of December.

The students attended careers workshops, visited university stalls, experienced many aspects of fashion related 
industries and businesses first hand, there was an inspiring catwalk show not to mention meeting celebrities such as 
Joey Essex and seeing Forth Impact from the X Factor perform.

This is what the students had to say:
‘Wow the catwalk show was amazing’  

‘This show has inspired my design work’

‘I loved Joey Essex’s new fashion collection’



msN sixth form

148 students from Midsomer Norton Sixth Form, enjoyed a trip to Oxford on the last day of the Christmas term, to 
explore the historical city as a well-deserved treat to round off 2 terms of hard work studying for their A Levels. 

Students were able to see the prestigious university buildings, visit the Pitt Rivers and the Ashmolean Museums, where 
there are excellent displays of paintings and sculptures. As well as the cultural side, many students chose to enjoy 
ice skating and the opportunity for some last minute purchases at the Christmas Market. Some students climbed the 
tower of St Mary’s Church and admired the magnificent view of Oxford, the 124 steps was allegedly taxing for some!

Student Beth Cook explained “The Oxford trip was a great way to end the term before Christmas! You are able to do 
any last minute Christmas shopping in the wide selection of shops and Christmas stalls available. There are lots of at-
tractions, such as the ice rink, which many students go to. There are the university buildings which are beautiful to 
walk around. I was interested to see the brass cross marking the place where three women were burnt at the stake for 
being witches.”

Director of Sixth Form Karen Ward explained “We like to run this trip each year for our students; as well as the cultural 
and sociable side of the trip, it can be key in helping some of our students aspire to this prestigious university.”



A LeveL PhotogrAPhy MAster CLAss

As part of the federated Academy the art departments A Level Photography class had a repeat visit by 
artist/photographer Mark Karasick. 

Mark taught the students various aspects of lighting in portrait photography. He provided his own equipment to give 
the students a taste of professional hardware and process. He began the lesson with the students gathered in the dark 
room where he had a single theatrical light shining upwards on his face. He then spoke of horror films, and various 
other lighting effects both practically and conceptually and how they apply to different subjects and situations.

He demonstrated various lighting situations, 360 degrees around the subject including primary and secondary lighting 
along with reflected fill-light. They were then split into small groups to do their own shooting with Mark leading.  
During that time, he spoke with each group about dialogue and instruction with their subject so that they understood 
what a ‘real job’ situation might be like and how to lead a photographic-shoot to get the desired results. The students 
were introduced to numerous lighting strategies that are used in the photographic industry through a powerpoint 
presentation provided by Miss Guppy, augmented by the hands on demonstrations and explanations with Mark 
Karasick.  He also took the opportunity to review the students earlier lesson on ISO, aperture and shutter-speed 
priority and how it pertained to this particular photo shoot.

Lighting is a key factor in creating a successful image. It is an 
invaluable skill that not only determines brightness and darkness, 
but also tone, mood and atmosphere, as well as the ability to 
manipulate texture, colour and luminosity.

We think you would agree with us that the students produced 
some wonderful  and successful photographic portraits. We are 
looking forward to see how they apply what they have learned 
in this guest class and hope that this experience will inspire their 
future work.



Year 7 Bookbuzz Scheme
On Monday 14th December, Year 7 Somervale students 
were visited by local author David Gatward.  David spent 
the morning entertaining students with the strange and 
wonderful stories of how he eventually became a 
children’s author; discussing with students their own crea-
tive writing techniques, the importance of 
reading and the influence it has on their own progress at 
school.  The sessions finished with a presentation of this 
year’s Bookbuzz books to each student. Somervale School 
has been supporting the Bookbuzz campaign for a number 
of years. The organisation works with The Book Trust to 
enable every Year 7 student to receive a free book for 
themselves from a selection available.  
All books are fully funded by the school, 
and there’s something for everyone; what 
better way to encourage your child to get 
reading and get the “Bookbuzz”!  

More information about Bookbuzz can 
be found on the website 

http://www.bookbuzz.org.uk/

LibrAry News

The first six weeks of student participation in the                     
Accelerated Reader Scheme has been busy. The scheme 
aims to encourage students to read more, with an          
emphasis on understanding the story. The quizzes taken 
record data, enabling staff to see how each student is   
progressing.
There are lots of incentives to encourage students to      
participate in the scheme, including merits in  recognition 
of individual student personal achievement and inter-
tutor competitions. Our “Top Gear” style leader-board 
in the library currently shows students with the highest 
number of words read…
For more information on Accelerated Reader, visit the 
website; http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader



NEW LIBrArY BookS For 2016
Why don’t you visit the Library and check out our new 
library books…here is just a taster of some of our latest 
books:

LookINg AhEAD…
       World Book Week
     29th Feb - 4th March
To launch our World Book 
Week actitivies, author 
Alan Gibbons will be visiting 
Somervale to talk to students 
and hold creative writing 
workshops. 

“Alan Gibbons has been writing children’s books for 
twenty three years. He is the winner of the Blue Peter 
Book Award 2000 ‘The book I couldn’t put down’ for 
his best-selling book Shadow of the Minotaur. He was a 
judge of the 2001 Awards.

He has also been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal 
in 2001 and 2003 and twice for the Booktrust Teen-
age Prize. He has won the Blue Peter Book Award, the 
Catalyst Award, the Leicester Book of the Year, the 
Leicester Short Novel of the year, the Angus Book of the 
Year, the RED Award (twice), the Stockport Book Award, 
the Birmingham Chills Award, the Salford KS4 Award, 
the Hackney Short Novel Award, the Salford Librarians’ 
Special Award and the Lower Canada College Award. His 
books have been published in Japanese, German, Italian, 
French, Thai, Spanish, Danish, Dutch, Swedish and other 
languages.”

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HAPPY
 READING IN 2016!    


