Issue 3 - 11th December 2015
Somervale School - a 11-19 comprehensive. Celebrated in the top 15% of most progressive schools in the country
Dear Parent/Carer

School Diary Dates:

I thought I would write to you and share some of the views of parents who were
recently asked about how well we were doing as a school. Over 250 parents
responded to the questionnaire on our recent Academic Review Day and the
feedback was again overwhelmingly positive. The graphs below show just how well we
are doing as a school and once again thank you to parents for their continued support.

• 15th December
Christmas Carol Concert St. John’s Church from 7.00pm
• 16th December
Year 11 mock exam results
• 17th December
Christmas Jumper Day
OAP Christmas Party
• 18th December
Last day of Term 2
• 27th December
Federation Ski Trip departs
• 4th January 2016
Term 3 / Week B
• 11th January 2016
Y9 Trip to Imperial War Museum
• 13th January 2016
Y9 Options Evening - 6 pm
• 21st January 2016
Y9 Parents’ Evening - 4.30 pm
• 23rd January 2016
Y10 Ten Tors Training (Mendips)
•

26th January 2016

Y10 Parent information
evening - 6pm
In other news, I have been delighted by the outstanding effort made by our Year 11 students
in their recent mock examinations. The results look very positive at this stage and suggest
another record year is on the cards!
Somervale Raised £97.00
Finally, I wish all those in the school community a very happy Christmas and best wishes for
2016. 								
Alun Williams
@somervaleschool & @msnsixth

for the 2015 Poppy Appeal.

Contact us:
Tel: 01761 414276 | Fax: 01761 410613
Email: headssec@somervaleschool.com
Web: www.somervaleschool.com

Notices
Thursday 17th December
Remember to log-on and ‘like’ the Somervale and
Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership
Facebook pages.
These pages are updated regularly with news
stories, parental information, reminders as well as
school closure information in the event of adverse
weather.

All students are invited to wear a
Christmas jumper over their school
uniform. We are asking for a donation of £1 from
each student who wishes to wear a Christmas
jumper.
All money raised will be donated to
Cancer Research UK

CAR PARK
We have received some
complaints about parents waiting in
undesignated parking areas to
collect at the end of the school day.
This includes the Garage
Forecourt, One Stop, Pampered Pets
and Church Court. Can we please ask
parents to be courteous to our neighbours and only use
public carparks or arrange a
collection point that is not
obstructive to businesses or
members of the public.
Can we also remind parents
that unless your child has a
medical reason no cars should be
entering the staff car park (through
the green gates) to drop off in the
mornings. This should be done using
the top car park and the drop off lane.

From January 2016 copies of all letters sent home will be
added to the Parent Portal instead of the school website.
When you log-in to your Parent Portal Homepage you will see two
new folders appear under General, this will hold whole school letters and your child’s specific year group letters too. Like the image
shown.
We would encourage you to check these folders regularly as we have
had instances where emails are not being received even though the
correct email address is used.
Please inform us if your email adddress changes.

Forest

of

Dean

Each year the Year 7 students are taken on a 3 day residential trip to the Dean Field Studies Centre located at
Parkend in the Forest of Dean. This visit is always a highlight of the Year 7’s first full term at Somervale and unites the
tutor groups through team building activities.
Forest of Dean by
Ciaran 7LFO
On Wednesday 25th November we went
to the Forest of Dean. We spent 3 days in
the Dean Field Study Centre. Whilst we were
there we did tunnels and stream study, canoeing, problem solving and zip wires and climbing.
We were split into 4 teams each led by a member of
staff. When we arrived we were all told which rooms
we were in, I was on the top floor so I had to keep
lugging everything up and down the stairs, what didn’t
help was that it was a spiral staircase.
I loved the tunnels as it was challenging but fun, there were
these tubes of all different sizes. We went on a night walk, we
were told a story and taken to this church with a graveyard and
we had to find the people in the story.

Forest of Dean by
Aylucha 7LFO
The first activity I did was
canoeing. It was creepy getting in but overall it was fun. My
favourite things were jumping,
dunking my head in and doing the
Titanic. I was the captain so i had
to stay in until everyone got out.
The
next
day,
we
did
tunnels. It was fun because Mrs
Woodland made it dark and
we were allowed to go through
big tunnels. Afterwards we did
the leap of faith and I did it.

Year 5 and 6 Master Classes - Term 2
Year 5 & 6 students have had the opportunity to attend ceramics “masterclasses” run by the Art department at
Somervale, led by Ms Tania Hillier. The students were introduced to the ceramic technique of slab building in a fun,
creative and stimulating environment. The young students enjoyed working with the specialist teachers, as well as
experiencing life in a larger Secondary School. We hope that this will help make their eventual transition to Key Stage
3 smoother and something to be eagerly anticipated!
The pupils will have a total of four hour long twilight sessions, with the end result being a ceramic tea light holder in
the form of a house. The sessions began with a discussion about clay, followed by a demonstration of slab building
techniques. After the slabs were made, the students began constructing their houses. They were all wonderfully
individual and creative! Working with clay helps young children to develop their fine motor skills and clay has a
uniquely therapeutic quality which can also retain their attention for hours. Once their work has been fired in the large
kiln, it can then be glazed to complete the artefact. The houses will be ready in time for the holidays with a glowing

tea light. Those who finished early had fun making their own tree decorations.
The Local Governing Body of Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership must
include Parent Governors who are elected by parents/carers of pupils at each
school in the Federation. We currently have one vacancy for a Parent Governor from Somervale School. These positions are for a period of between two
and four years.
If becoming a Parent Governor is something you would be interested in,
please contact the clerk to the Governors,
Miss Emily Sibley on 01761 412557 or by
email headspa@nortonhillschool.com.

History Trip

to

Belgium 2015

Over 100 students from both Somervale and Norton Hill schools attended a 3 day visit
to Belgium and France to visit important sites related to World War One and trench warfare.
The Year 11 students enjoyed seeing sites such as Lochnagar Crater, Theipval Memorial and
Sanctuary Woods trenches, which students could walk through to give them a feel of what
living in the trenches might be like. The trip gave the students a great insight into the scale of
the fighting as well as the millions of lives sadly lost during the war. They learnt about trench
weapons, General Haig and his tactics, how the infamous stalemate happened and how the war ended.
Towards the end of the trip, the students took part in a thoughtful memorial service in Tynecot British
cemetery, where they read out poems and had a two minute silence to honour all who lost their lives
during 1914-1918. Both schools left a poppy wreath to honour the victims of past and present wars.
Many Year 11 students thought the trip was very helpful for their Controlled Assessment piece, which goes
towards their final GCSE grade. Livvy said “I found the trip really interesting and also really hard hitting. It
really helped me to see what the war was like and also how the men fighting must have suffered for
prolonged periods of time. It really made me understand why we wear our poppies and why we
remember the war 100 years on”.

CREATIVE STUDIES: ARCHAEOLOGY
Recently, the Archaeology Creative Studies group, consisting of students
from years 7, 8 and 9, put their new digging skills to the test. Over several
weeks, these students learnt about famous archaeology sites and how to
carry out a professional dig. On Friday 4th December, the students did their
own dig in the garden of the school, finding World War One barbed wire,
bayonets, bullet shells and fossils.
Isla said “I really loved archaeology
sessions. I learnt loads about the Vikings and
Pompeii! I found some cool fossils and now I know
how to brush the artefacts and record them for
historians to use.”
Maybe we’ll see these Somervale students in
future Time Team episodes!

Year 7 Geography Mindmap
competition
Some excellent entries, winners received
chocolate and certificates.
1st – Connor Vine
2nd – Rachel Sprague
3rd - Charlie Seymour, Charley Durbin
and Ella Fry

Congratulations to the following
students for completing their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award:
Matthew Barrett
and
Connor White

Somervale Bake Off

S

ixth Form students from 13AH organised a cake bake off
to raise money for Charity. Bethany Cook, Sophie Curtis,
Poppy Chambers and Amber Mulcalhy judged the cake entries for presentation, taste and texture.
The winners were:
First place: Tegan Ault-Dando
Second place: Tori Collins
Third Place: Polly Mitchard

We were so excited to go
and see Mary Poppins on
Thursday 19th November.
As a school we organised
for St. John’s Primary School
and Midsomer Norton Primary School to
come. It was lovely for music students from all
schools to share the live performance together,
especially the singing on the coaches on the way back!
“It was brilliant, one of the best musicals I have ever
watched. The atmosphere was amazing and all of
the actors and actresses were astonishing and
deserved their roles.”
Harry Wilcox Year 10
“It was a brilliant experience for us to share with
Midsomer Norton Primary School and St. John’s
Primary School. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
The casting was amazing and the music was inspiring.”
Rosie Williams Year 10

Year 10 French Student Looking for
English Exchange Opportunity
We have been approached by a family living in
France hoping to find an exchange student for
their 14 year old daughter. She would like to
come to England at Easter next year and our
student would visit her in the summer holidays 2016.
The family live near Grenoble, own a busy
international campsite beside a lake and we met
them whilst staying there on the Gold Duke of
Edinburgh trip this summer. It’s a really beautiful spot not far from the mountains and it is an
amazing opportunity. Please speak to Mr
Chandler, Outdoor Education Co-ordinator or
email Mrs Crane, Head’s PA for more details.
headssec@somervaleschool.com.

Year 10

the

Big Pitch 2015

As part of their Business Studies unit the Year 10’s have been
involved in the ‘Big Pitch’ project which has been sponsored
by the Rotary Club. Students had to research and design a
product or service to be sold at school or to the general
public. Some groups took up the opportunity to attend the
Midsomer Norton Christmas fair to sell their product and
experience working in a business environment. All in all, it
has been a successful project with many ups and downs but
with all students gaining valuable business experience.
“As part of our ‘Big Pitch’ project we were able to pick our
groups and come up with some kind of product which we were then going sell. My group came up with the idea of
Bath Bombs. We thought of many ways in which we were able to make our product look inviting so others will want
to buy our product. We were given an investment of £50 from the Rotary Club in order to use to make our product.
After receiving our money we were then able to make our final product and were offered the chance to sell our
product at the Midsomer Norton Christmas fair. Selling our product at the Christmas fair was an amazing experience! We were very successful and were able to make a reasonable discount in order to sell many of our products.
We sold a good amount of our products and I would love the chance to be able to do something like this in the
future” – Shayla Hopson
“Our group is called Big ideas. We thought that it was a good experience and an insight to how to be a busi-

ness person. It was also a good way to make money for our business. We have been selling sweet bags and
we sold once at school and made £25 and then we sold at the Christmas fair and made £39.50. We have
learnt that business is interesting and a good thing to have in adulthood” – Oakley Rawlings

Library News
Bath and North East Somerset Schools –
Centurion Book Award
Students selected to represent Somervale at this year’s
Centurion Book Award have had their first meeting to
discuss the titles on the shortlist. After choosing the first
book, students have been given the task to read over the
Christmas break. On completion of each book students
will be asked to fill in assessment sheets, rating the book
on different aspects – characters, believability, storyline
etc. The overall winner will be decided during Term 4
when our students will attend the Awards Ceremony.
Here are this year’s nominations:

TITLE 			

AUTHOR

Half a King 			
Bad Magic 			
We Were Liars 		
Smart				
Girl Online 			
Nimona (Graphic Novel)
I Am Malala			

Joe Abercrombie
Pseudonymous Bosch
E Lockhart
Kim Slater
Zoe Sugg (“Zoella”)
Noelle Stevenson
Malala Yousafzai

Accelerated Reader Launch Day
On Thursday 19th October Miss Brooman held a
launch day for the Accelerated Reader Scheme
across Key Stage 3. Students were given
information about the scheme and the research
behind the statistics, with some interesting outcomes, for example, students were surprised to
learn that reading a book may help you improve
your skills in sport! Staff read aloud a short
story to groups and students were then asked to
take an Accelerated Reader Quiz relating to the
story. The scheme aims to encourage students
to read more, with an emphasis on understanding the story. The quizzes taken record data,
enabling staff to see how each student is progressing. There will be lots of incentives to encourage students to participate in the scheme;
a “Top Gear” style leader-board in the library;
merits in recognition of individual student
achievements and inter-tutor competitions.
For more information on Accelerated Reader:
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader

Year 7 Bookbuzz Scheme
We are pleased to announce that Somervale School will be supporting the Bookbuzz campaign this year.
Bookbuzz is an organisation working with The Book Trust to enable every Year 7 student to choose a
free book for themselves from a selection available. All books are fully funded by the school, and there
is something for everyone. What better way to encourage your child to get reading and get the “Bookbuzz”!
During the last week in December local author David Gatward will revisit Somervale to present Year 7
students with their individual books. David will be entertaining students with stories of how he eventually became an author, and talking about students own creative writing techniques. Authors visiting us
last year proved a huge success, and we look forward to David’s visit. For more information regarding
Bookbuzz: http://www.bookbuzz.org.uk/parents-and-carers

Library Magazine Survey
Students visiting the library have
expressed an interest in having more
magazines available to read during breaktime and lunch-time. Tutor groups
completed a survey to decide on
favourites. The magazines most
requested will be in the library during the
New Year.
More survey news…
This year, The National Literacy Trust
invited Somervale to take part in their
Annual Literacy Schools Survey. Students
completed an anonymous online survey.
Data is then collected about student
attitudes and behaviour in reading,
writing, speaking and listening, and
technology use. Schools who take part
receive their own individual report.

F

inally, why not burn off a few
calories between those mince
pies and chocolates during the
Christmas holidays? Check out our
library displays for some reading
inspiration…

The Library Team would like to Wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Sports News
On probably the wettest afternoon imaginable, 200 Year 5 and
6 children came to Somervale to take part in a multi sports
and skills festival planned entirely by our 51 Year 10 Sports
Leaders. Decked out in waterproofs the students moved
around the astro in a rotation of different activities. Despite the
appalling conditions, everyone had fun trying out
new games and meeting new people and for the leaders, meeting up with their old primary school teachers!
The fact that the festival was still able to go ahead is testament to how good a surface the 3G astro at Somervale is.
All staff involved were extremely impressed with the standard of sports leadership and couldn’t believe that it was
their first time of working with primary school children.

Fixture Results
BASKETBALL

The basketball season has started extremely well with numbers at KS3 at an all time high. We are looking
forward to many fixtures over the new year. Basketball club runs on Wednesday from 3.30-4.30 pm.

GIRLS FOOTBALL

Ladies’ football continues to gather pace with Jordan Guard coming in to coach the girls every
Tuesday from 3.30-4.30 pm. Jordan works with the Bath City Community Foundation and her vast experience is
having a real impact. The U16 team won the first of this year’s girls football tournaments which was held
at Somervale for the first time. Martha Slocombe was influential and scored in the final which they won
1-0. The club will continue to run every Tuesday for the foreseeable future and all girls are welcome!

NETBALL

The Year 8 Netball team have had a fantastic season this year. They were undefeated until the last game
of the season where they suffered their first loss against the reigning champions. Lucy Broadway has
captained the side this year and has been influential to their success! The girls have played some fantastic
Netball with some great set plays at their county tournament earlier this month. The Year 7’s played in their
tournament on Wednesday 9th December and once again a high standard of Netball was witnessed.
The Year 9’s played really well in the recent Oldfield School tournament, with some very tight results
edging them out of a semi-final spot. However, they did record a comfortable win against the hosts, and
will surely look forward to more success next time.

RUGBY

The U13 rugby season ended at the semi-final stage after a 39-7 defeat against a strong Wellsway side. Our
solitary try was scored by Noah Watts and our cause was not helped by injury to Luka Williams but the
team have had another excellent season and continue to exceed expectations. What is impressive is that
nearly 50% of the boys in Year 8 have represented the side.

The school is planning something big, bold and adventurous to raise
money for Sport Relief 2016. An exciting school challenge will be
launched in the new year!

Yamaha Guitar and Drum Lessons

We have successfully been working in partnership with Yamaha Music for over 15 Years and are
delighted to offer Yamaha Guitar and Drum Lessons at Somervale School starting in January 2016.
Lessons cost £5 per 30 minute lesson and are taught by our qualified Yamaha staff.
We are offering Guitar Lessons on Tuesday after school and Drum Lessons on Wednesday after
school.
If you would like to sign up for a free taster please complete the form below and hand in to
Somervale School or phone 01761 414276 to book your free taster lesson.
Student name
Parent /Carer name
Address

Telephone number
E mail contact details

(Please tick)
Guitar Lessons on Tuesday

Drum Lessons on Wednesday

4.00 pm

4.30 pm

4.30 pm

5.00 pm

5.00 pm

