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School Diary Dates:  
 21st September  
International Day of Peace 

 22nd September  
Somervale Open Evening from 6 pm 
 23rd September  
Y10 Catering students trip to Adam’s Farm 
 25th September 
Bronze DoE practice expedition (Y10) 
 3rd October 
Silver DoE practice expedition (Y11) 
 8th October 
Parents’ information evening – Ski Trip @ NH 
 21st October 
Y8 Trip to the Natural History Museum 
 22nd October 
Y12 History trip Belgium 
INSET DAY (school closed to students) 
 23rd October 
INSET DAY (school closed to students) 
 26th – 30th October 
Half Term 
 2nd November 
Term 2 (week A) 
 5th November 
Year 7 Parents’ evening 4.30-7.30 pm 

Dear Parent/Carer 

The new school year got off to a tremendous start as I was able to tell all the 

students in assemblies about the outstanding achievement of our GCSE students 

this summer. 

65% of students achieved a C grade or above in English and Maths. English 

achieved 74% A*/C with Maths close behind at 72%. However, it wasn’t just in 

the core subjects that students excelled. 76% of all grades were A*/C which is 

significantly above the national average. The results combined would put the 

school in the top 15% of schools nationally for the progress that students make in 

their time at Somervale. Congratulations to all the students and all the families 

whose support and hard work made this possible. These are simply the best 

results in the school’s history. Nonetheless, they can be bettered and present 

Year 11 are on course to do just that. I challenged them in assembly to raise the 

bar again and the progress data and their GCSE Core Science results we have 

from their first year of GCSE promises they will do just that. 

We are now in full swing preparing for Open Evening where we are aiming for a 

third of our students to come to the evening to help out in making the event a 

great success.  

This level of pride and commitment from our students is testimony to their 

affiliation to the school. I have already shown over 20 new families around the 

school this term who were, without exception, all deeply impressed with the look 

of the school and how well the students engaged in their learning. This initial 
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impression was helped by the opening of two new Science labs and the re-flooring of the main block which had lifted the look of the 

place. I was able to take them on a tour of the 3G astro-turf facility to watch Year 11 in a PE lesson as well which was not possible in 

September last year. 

The Art Department are already into their stride when it comes to subject enrichment. Ms Guppy is arranging a special celebration of 

National Peace Day with a living sculpture of Year 7 and Year 8 students creating the international peace symbol and a group of able 

artists creating two more Icons of Peace ready for an assembly to bring the whole event together. It is amazing how the initial Icons of 

Peace project started here has inspired many other countries to come up with their own Icons of Peace projects, the idea has become 

truly infectious. 

A warm welcome too, to our new Year 7 who have told me how much they are enjoying their new school and all it has to offer. Let’s 

hope we can foster this excitement about learning which they bring with them as they grow. 

Mr Alun Williams 
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Off the Record offer a free confidential 

advice service to all students in school every 

Wednesday. Students can see their Head of 

Key Stage for an appointment, or just drop 

in to the Connexions office - located in the 

library at break time. 

 

 

WE HAVE UPGRADED OUR SYSTEM OVER  

THE HOLIDAY TO PARENT PAY. YOU SHOULD  

ALL NOW HAVE RECEIVED LOG-IN DETAILS  

AND BE ABLE TO ACCESS YOUR ACCOUNT.  

THIS IS OUR PREFERRED METHOD OF MAKING PAYMENTS TO SCHOOL.  WE 

WILL ONLY ACCEPT CASH/CHEQUE IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY ASSISTANCE PLEASE CONTACT 

schard@nortonhillschool.com 

PARENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

All correspondence to parents is generally made 

using email (where an email address is held).  

Please ensure you check your emails on a regular 

basis and update the office if your email address 

changes so we can update your details.  

Copies of all correspondence are placed on the 

school website. 

 

 

 

‘The Portal’ is the online hub for parents to access 

information about their child. You can see details of 

attendance, timetable and electronic copies of reports, now 

you can see details of homework set by your child’s teachers.  

We will no longer be setting homework on the School’s 

Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). This means that students 

and parents will be able to access homework, with all the 

information you need in one easily accessible place.  

 

 

At Midsomer Norton Study Centre, Kumon offers 

individualised worksheet-based Maths and English study 

programmes which are tailored to all ages and abilities 

from 4 through to 19 years of age.   Established for over 

50 years, the Kumon programmes enable children to 

develop their study skills and confidently tackle 

advanced work. 

 

Kumon develops children through the acquisition of 

independent learning skills, rather than teaching in the 

conventional sense. Through daily study of the Kumon 

programmes, your child will develop the ability to learn 

for themselves so they do not become dependent on – 

or limited by – the skills and knowledge of others. 

 

The Midsomer Norton Study Centre is offering a two-

week Free Trial (14 days) for new students enrolling 

between Monday 7th September to Wednesday 21st 

October. Take advantage of this opportunity and find 

out what your child can achieve through the Kumon 

Maths and English Programmes. 

 

We operate from Somervale School, each Monday and 

Wednesday after school hours (3.30–5.45 pm) 

 

For more information, please contact Instructor Janet 

Russell on 01761 453720 or email 

midsomernorton@kumoncentre.co.uk 

 

SOMERVALE CAR PARK 

Can all Parents/Carers be reminded that you should 

be dropping/collecting your children using the front 

car park. The drop off lane should be used in order 

to avoid congestion. 

The staff car park (through the green gates) is for 

staff only. No parents/carers should be dropping 

children past these gates. This area needs to be 

kept clear in order to keep children safe once on 

school grounds. 

 



Year 10 Work Experience & Aim Higher – July 2015 

Aim Higher  

Each year we invite Year 10 

students to participate in either 

a Work Experience (WEX) 

placement or “Aim Higher” 

activities during the last week of 

term 6. We use the principle 

that students should be given 

the opportunity to encounter 

real life working situations in 

order to prepare them for their 

life after education.  

The WEX placements are 

carefully managed by Mrs Budds 

and we are lucky that we have a 

number of local organisations 

who have welcomed our 

students, including Midsomer 

Norton Primary School, Western 

Power, and Number 6 

Restaurant, plus many others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the WEX placement 

students are to complete a work 

diary, logging the important 

information on health and 

safety and the tasks that they 

are given on a day to day basis. 

Students are then given time to 

reflect on their placement and 

we find that their experiences 

have a huge impact on their 

aspirations, leading to some 

students taking a more focused 

approach to their studies.  

One student, Storm Barlow 

(11DRI), has been offered an 

apprenticeship with Western 

Power as they were so 

impressed with her conduct and 

attitude. Congratulations to 

Storm! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For my Work Experience, I went 

to Mr B’s Emporium in Bath 

which is an independent 

bookshop. I learnt a lot about 

helping others with certain tasks 

and a lot about being organised. 

I enjoyed being able to talk to 

people about books. This 

experience has encouraged my 

interests in writing and reading, 

and made me consider doing 

something involving writing 

books in the future.” 

Courtney Phillips (11LHO) 

 

“My Work Experience placement 

was at Bath Audi. I learned how 

all of the equipment and cars 

work and learning about the 

problems that can happen and 

how to fix them. The placement 

showed me what was involved 

in this part of industry and I still 

want to complete a Mechanic 

course at college when I have 

finished my GCSEs this year”. 

Tom Hanks (11LCH) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I liked that we helped the community out by making sure the 

new pathway was safer”.  

Shannon Baber (11CEL) 

“I like the way they supported us on finding a volunteering 

placement.  I also liked the activities they did, they helped me 

understand where the nearest volunteering places are”. 

Meredith Parry (11CEL) 

 

Army Day – Team Building 

Students who participated in the Aim Higher activities, co-ordinated by Mr 

Richards, were engaged in group tasks that focused on life skills.  

Students participated in a day of team-building and leadership activities to 

navigate themselves and objects around a variety of challenges.  They were 

encouraged to develop their personal and physical skills to aid the team in 

the best way they could.  They then used these skills in planning and 

delivering a day of sports activities for KS3 students at Somervale School. 

Somervale students benefitted from the professional advice and guidance 

of local business leaders and Bath and North East Somerset council staff 

who gave up their time to discuss how best to prepare for working life and 

giving our students many useful and relevant pointers for job interviews, 

career choices and personal development. 



KS3 Activities Week – July 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Students go Bananas turning socks into 

monkeys! 

Students from years 7-9 were set the challenge to turn a 

pair of socks into a monkey during activities week in 

 

 

 

Our students were also involved with volunteering work with the preparation 

and packaging of disaster relief boxes for Water Works, the local Rotary Club 

charity, which will be shipped out to areas with families in need of basic 

supplies.  The Somervale team showed tremendous effort and cooperation and 

produced over 100 boxes ready to be delivered by the charity. 

The group then visited the Silver Street Nature Reserve to assist the volunteers 

there in laying a new gravel path and helping to maintain the existing pathways 

for the benefit of all local residents who use the area. 

Somervale School is proud to be working with so many dedicated members of 

local organisations to raise the aspirations of our young people. 

“Thank you for letting us help out.  I think that your work is worthwhile and it is  

nice to see an improvement in the area”.  

Holly Parfrey (11DRI) 

 

Rotary, Water Survival Boxes 

 

Here is a snippet of some of the activities enjoyed during the final week of last term 

Somervale School camp is for all years with KS4 pupils 

acting as team leaders. Year 12 students who 

are completing their Duke of Edinburgh award also 

helped organise activities for our young campers.   

 

Once again we went to Swanage for our school camp, 

unfortunately the weather was not as perfect as 

previous years.  However, pupils were still able to enjoy 

themselves with the numerous activities that the 

teachers had organised. Such activities included; hikes 

to the beach, an evening in Swanage building sand 

castles and a day at Splashdown. We also   went to 

Brenscombe Outdoor Centre to complete the high 

ropes where students made leaps of faith, went 

abseiling and played team games. In the morning pupils 

were taught camp craft skills, how to fire an air rifle and 

archery.  

 

The students seem to enjoy their time camping and are 

eager to return next year. 

Joe Collins (11LHO) 

 



Library News 

  

Guess the Celebrity 

During activities week Years 7-9 

created collages of their favourite 

celebrities including: 

Batman, Minion, Tigger, Meerkat, 

Smurfette, Zoella, Brittany Raymond, 

Zac Effron, Ollie Murs, Nicki Minaj, 

Minnie Mouse, Joe Sugg, Taylor 

Lautner, Bryan from Family Guy, 

Mickey Mouse. 

 

 

 

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 

At the end of the summer term Year 7 & 8 Pupils 

achieved 1 Silver and 8 Bronzes in this year’s UKMT 

Junior Maths Challenge.  Over 250,000 pupils from 

across the UK sat the Junior Maths Challenge with 

roughly the top 6% receiving a gold certificate, the 

next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. 

Highest achievers included Holly C, and Ryan M. 

The Junior Maths Challenge is run by the UK 

Mathematics Trust and aimed at those in Years 7 

and 8, and is sat in schools. 

 

Welcome Back!  

Well, another school year is upon us.  We hope you all enjoyed the summer break and would like to welcome all our new 

students to Somervale Library. 

We’re all aware of the importance of reading and literacy; after all, it’s an integral part of our daily lives.  At Somervale we 

actively encourage all our students to immerse themselves in the school’s reading ethos.  With our DEAR (Drop Everything 

And Read) scheme all students have the opportunity to sit and read quietly during tutor times throughout the week.  As a 

school we are especially fortunate because so many of our staff also are keen readers themselves and with this is mind, 

we thought it would be a good idea to share with you some of the books staff have read during their own summer break.  

Here is a small selection for you, to see more please visit the library. 

…which book did you manage to read over the holidays? 

Student Librarians: 
During last year lots of our students volunteered to become Student Librarians.  This duty involves helping out in the library 
during a lunchtime or breaktime, assisting with issuing books and dealing with library enquiries.  It’s a fantastic and 
enjoyable way of earning a merit and of having a participation signature in their Personal Success chart.  If you are 
interested in helping, please come and see me in the library – Mrs Cornick. 
 

Mr Kenny read “A Prayer to Owen 

Meany” by John Irving 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Year 7 Bookbuzz Scheme 

We are pleased to announce that Somervale School will be supporting the Bookbuzz campaign this year.  Bookbuzz is an 

organisation that enables every Year 7 student to choose and keep a book from a selection of the latest titles.  There’s 

something for everyone and what better way to encourage your child to get reading and get the “Bookbuzz”! 

Year 7 Students – look out for the Bookbuzz display and posters in the library and around school –which book will you 

choose? http://www.bookbuzz.org.uk/parents-and-carers 

Here are the wonderful Bookbuzz books for 2015-16 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Bath Children’s Literature Festival: 

This year’s Bath Children’s Literature Festival runs 

from Friday 25th September to Sunday 4th October.  

Each student in KS3 will be given a copy of the 

Festival Booklet.  Please take a moment to read this 

through. There are lots of book based events going 

on during the Festival which many of our students 

will enjoy.  It is also a fantastic way to encourage 

students with their reading for pleasure.   

More information is available on their website: 

http://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD…….. 

Looking further ahead to October –  

the annual National Poetry Day will  

be held on Thursday 8th  October,  

and this year’s apt theme is “Light”.   

 

Students will be working on producing their own 

poems for our school competition. 

 

 

** Lost Property ** 

A reminder to parents and students that “lost property” is held in the library office. 
Students should come to the library if they have lost anything recently. 

Parents/Carers can assist by ensuring that all items are named as this will help with items being  
returned to the correct student. 

Thank you! 



Art Department 

  

In 1998 Jeremy Gilley desired there be one single day when all countries vowed not to wage war, a worldwide ceasefire, a 

day of non-violence. 

 

He established “Peace One Day” which takes place annually on 21 September. 

 

In addition to the worldwide ceasefire, the day is meant to be one of inspiration for young people, a day in which they learn 

that as a group they can indeed be a driving force towards realising a united and sustainable world. 

 

Somervale School embraces all that this day represents and will actively celebrate it through various activities by using 

active-learning in areas of reconciliation, intercultural cooperation, and the notion of global citizenship.  The day will be 

marked through sport, education and art. 

 

As the Newsletter was being finalised a selection of students from KS3 and KS4 gathered outdoors to participate in forming 

a large peace symbol in preparation for Monday’s celebration of Peace One Day. 

 

Peace One Day – 21st September 

During one of their History lessons, the students will 

discuss and choose 2 Icons of Peace and Equality which 

will be included in the global project with which the 

school is already involved. The Art class will then pick up 

the thread, and a selection of students from mixed year 

groups will then collaborate to produce the 2 chosen 

Peace portraits. 

 

The English students will be composing poems inspired 

by peace. 

 

There will be a lunchtime game of football to 

commemorate Peace Day, celebrating cooperation and 

mutual respect through the uniting power of sport. 

 

The day will be concluded with an assembly, looking at 

what we have achieved as a school and how it reflects 

the positive action that is happening around the world. 

 

We hope this day will raise awareness, inspire our 

students, and of course be good fun. Look out for the 

photographs and student feedback in the next 

Newsletter. 

ART DEPARTMENT VISIT LONDON 

On July 1st (the hottest day ever on record!) Year 9 and 

10 students travelled to London. They visited the 

Imperial War Museum to see the art from World War 

One and an exhibition by the artist Peter Kennard. We 

then travelled to the Victoria and Albert Museum to see 

the amazing collection of artefacts and fashion. They 

also had a refreshing pool in the courtyard to paddle in! 

 

 

 

  

All students welcome - Every Thursday 

lunchtime in UT1 

 



PE  

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLUBS 

Term 1   

 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

LUNCHTIME 

Y7, 8, 9 Rec Football 

All years 

Cheerleading 

Y7, 8 & 9  

 

Football League 

Table Tennis 

Week A: KS3 

Week B: KS4 

KS4  

Football 

AFTER SCHOOL 

All Years 

Trampolining 

All Years 

Gymnastics 

All Years 

Bath City Girls 

Football KS3  

Netball 

KS3 & KS4 Rugby 

All Years (and staff) 

Circuits & Personal  

Fitness 

KS4 Hockey 

“A healthy attitude is contagious but don’t wait to catch it from others. Be a carrier.”
(Jessica Ennis-Hill)

Try a new club this week?
 

 

Each year we invite all Year 11 students to apply for the 

role of Senior Student. This year, we are delighted that so 

many of our students have been accepted and are willing 

to take time to assist and help other students as well as 

people in the wider community. 

Senior Students are involved in completing duties around 

the school, helping other students during the busy 

lunchtime period. Senior Students also volunteer for a 

number of activities including being part of mentoring of 

younger students, club facilitators for sport and media, as 

well as introducing the Equalities Team to our students 

(the E-Team). 

You will read more from the Senior Students over the 

coming academic year. 

Meet the new Senior Students….. 

 

 


