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Somervale School - a 11-19 comprehensive. Celebrated in the top 15% of most progressive schools in the country

School Diary Dates:

•	 1st April 2016
Y7 Trip to St. Fagin’s Castle

Last day of term

•	 18th April 2016
INSET  - school closed to pupils

•	 19th April 2016
Term 5  -  Week B

•	 23rd April 2016
Ten Tors training (Dartmoor)

•	 25th April 2016
Attendance Mufti

•	 2nd May 2016
May Day Bank Holiday

•	 3rd May 2016
Behaviour Mufti

•	 5th May 2016
Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

•	 12th May 2016
Y10 GCSE Art Trip

•	 27th May 2016
Year 13 Leavers’ Day

End of Term

•	 6th June 2016
Term 6 - Week B

•	 17th June 2016
Bronze DofE Qualifying 

Dear Parent/Carer

We are now approaching the end of our Walk the World Challenge to raise money for 
Sports Relief. Thousands of laps of the AstroTurf have been completed by students, 
staff and parents. As a result of this combined effort, we have raised an amazing 
£3,200 for charity. Whilst this is genuinely impressive, I have also been delighted by 
the team spirit shown by the students, staff and other members of the school 
community. It typifies what makes Somervale School such a fabulous place to be part 
of. Well done to Mr Dochniak who has led the challenge and all those who have taken 
part so willingly to raise money for those less fortunate than themselves.

In other news, exams are fast approaching with Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 due to sit 
public exams and all other year groups facing end of year tests. We are supporting all 
year groups with ‘Headteacher Homework’ based on revision and would ask parents 
to encourage their children to revise outside of school time, so that they can perform 
as well as possible. New GCSE exams from 2017 will have little if any coursework and 
will be much more traditional, many with 100% of the assessment based on 
examinations. Revision is therefore more important than ever. Advice on how best to 
support your child with revision can be found on the school web site or by contacting 
Miss Evans, Assistant Headteacher directly.

Thank you for your support for all that we are trying to achieve at Somervale and I 
hope you enjoy the Easter break.

Alun Williams
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Notices

Can we please remind all Parents/Carers that where possible corresepondence home will be sent 
by email. For this reason, can we please ask that you inform the school office if your email address 
changes so this can be updated on your child’s contact details.

Recent increase in outbreaks of respiratory/flu-like illness in schools reported to Public Health England (PHE) South West 
Centre

At present, PHE are receiving an increased number of calls from schools reporting outbreaks of respiratory / flu-like illness. This 
letter outlines simple advice about protecting children from these infections that are typical over the winter months. One of 
the circulating flu strains at present is H1N1 also known as Swine Flu. As this strain is now not a pandemic strain, it should be 
treated like any other circulating flu strain as outlined below.

Simple hygiene kills germs

• Hand washing is essential. It is really important to encourage children to do this.
• It is best to supply warm soapy water and paper hand drying facilities.
• Ensure toilets are stocked with soap and disposable paper towels.
• Routine infection control practices in school and good cleaning practice.

Further information about germs and hand washing is available at: http://www.e-bug.eu/. It contains games and other infor-
mation to help children learn how to prevent the spread of germs.

When can a child return to school?

When a child is free of the symptoms of a flu-like illness they can return to school. This is usually about one week after the 
symptoms start. We understand how difficult this can be for parents with work commitments and childcare but this will help 
reduce on going transmission of the infection. 

Monday 4th - Friday 8th April 2016

For further information contact: 
Brian 01761 412693    07732401119
Ian     01761 410218    07801910829



Since January 11th, students, staff and the surrounding community have completed 64,564 laps of the school astro 
turf in a bid to ‘Walk The World’ (117,867 laps) and raise money for Sport Relief. At the time of writing, the school’s 
Walk The World challenge has raised an incredible £3,277.63. We are extremely proud of this figure and know that 
the money will have such a big impact on the lives of those who need it most. 
 
On Sport Relief day itself, 79 people (67 students, 10 staff and 2 guests) completed 50 laps in a day! That was a 
staggering 10 miles and each person will be awarded with a medal for their efforts. 
 
The school would like to thank those of you who have contributed towards our challenge, either financially, or by 
coming down to our events and walking some laps. We hope that you have enjoyed it. For our students, it is clear 
that they are fitter, happier and proud to have contributed towards such an inspiring challenge. I am sure that they 
will remember it for many years to come. 
 
Whilst we have covered an incredible distance, we continue to work towards the initial 117,867 lap target and are 
monitoring the lap rate before we bring the initiative to a close. We remain optimistic that the challenge will be 
completed and continue to welcome donations. https://www.justgiving.com/Somervale-walktheworld/ 
 

Walk the World challeNge - sport relief 2016

 Don’t	Forget	to	‘like’	and	‘Share’	our	
Facebook	page	www.facebook.com/Somervale-School

Cheerleaders- sport relief 

Their first performance in front of an audience!

The Cheerleaders wowed their audience for the first time as people 
walked around the Astro for Sport Relief. The girls have been working 
hard  during lunch times and in afterschool rehearsals to make sure 
it was performance perfect! The girls performed their routine several 
times throughout the night and demonstrated their energy and 
enthusiasm from start to finish! There are still more performances to 
come so watch this space.



OutdOOr EducatiOn

Congratulations	to	the	following	students	for	completing	their	BronzE	Duke	of	Edinburgh	Award:	
LiLy	AxForD,	GrACE	HEwiSH,	ELLiE	DAnDo,	AkSEL	obErn	AnD	JoSHuA	SwArbriCk

Congratulations	to	the	following	students	for	completing	their	BronzE	Duke	of	Edinburgh	Award:	
AbbiE	SwAin	AnD	MArk	StEpHEn

‘Managing	your	eDofE	has	just	got	easier...’
Participants can now access eDofE more easily using 
their mobile phones and tablets

The link to the new platform is https://m.edofe.org/ 
and through this, you can change your timescales, 
enter activity choices, upload evidence and submit it 
to your Leaders.

We are hoping this will help make eDofE more 
accessible and reports easier to upload.

If, however, your account has not been activated you 
must first do this on a computer.

Over the past few erms, Mrs Ellett, Head 
of Design Technology has been going into 
Midsomer Norton Primary to carry out a D&T 
project with two classes of Year 3 and 4 pupils. 

The challenge for the pupils was to design 
and make a penguin from a bottle, papier 
mache and a range of decorative techniques.
The plan was to then display all of the penguins 
around Midsomer Norton Primary School, just as the 
Gromits and Shauns were on a trail around Bristol.

Both classes enthusiastically completed design ideas, 
planned the names and personalities of their penguins 
then made their designs come to life! All pupils were 
excited to see what their design would turn out like 
and were really keen to get into the making process. 

There is now a trail around the school to see the 
penguins, with a Map to follow.

This has been a great opportunity to work with 
younger pupils on a Design Technology project with 
great outcomes!

D&T PRojeCT Y3 & 4 PRimARY STuDenTS

A group of Year 7 and 8 students visited one of the world’s leading 
commercial galleries Hauser and Wirth, situated in Bruton, Somerset. 
This educational visit enabled the students to develop their 
understanding and awareness of how art and culture is displayed in 
various, exciting forms. The exhibition that we visited was created by the 
Indian artist SUBODH GUPTA, and was called Invisible Reality. 

The exhibition was spread across 5 rooms and outside the gallery, with 
suspended sculptures, paintings, a sound installation and so much more. 
This experience opened the students’ eyes to what art can be and how to 
interpret meaning. The students then took part in an education workshop 
run by the gallery and a local artist from Bath. The students produced an 
artistic response to each artwork they saw. The ideas they shared and the 
high quality work produced was truly impressive and we look forward to 
visiting again.

ART TRiP To HAuSeR AnD WiRTH



Library nEws

 Completing the celebrations, 
Somervale students are now officially part of a 
Guinness World Record!  A group of Somervale Year 7 
students took part in World Book Day’s attempt at a 
new Guinness World Record © for the largest amount 
of students simultaneously participating in a book quiz.  
The event was organised by Norton Hill School as a joint 
Federation event.

		bAnES	Schools	-	Centurion	book							
																																			Awards	2016

Students in our Centurion Reading Group have 
finished reading the book nominations and we 
have completed our voting sheets.  All the schools 
participating will be attending the Award Ceremony 
held at Writhlington School during Term 5, where 
the overall winner will be announced.

	 	 CiLip	Carnegie	Medal	2016   

This year Somervale is taking part in the National Carnegie 
Awards.  A group of students will meet regularly to discuss 
and read this year’s book nominations. They have even set up 
their own “shadowing” website where they can discuss the 
books with other schools around the Country taking part. 
For more information on this year’s nominations please go to:
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie-current-
shortlist.php

THANk YOU! 
Special thanks to all those students who have been acting as 
Student Librarians for the last two terms.   These students 
give up their lunchtime once a fortnight to help at the library 

desk and keep the library shelves tidy.

LoSt	propErty

Finally, a reminder to students and 
parents	 that	 we	 have	 an	 increasing	
number	of	“lost	property”	items	to	be	
claimed.	 	 if	 you	have	 lost	 an	 item	of	
clothing at school, please come and 

check	in	the	library	office.

This year’s World Book Week theme was based around the 
school’s huge “Walk the World” Challenge for Sport Relief 
2016.  

During the week’s library lessons students took part in a 
South American research team-challenge, and at break and 
lunch there were “Guess the Flag” competitions, plus Staff v 
Student Scrabble Quest & Chess Challenges.

World Book Day, Thursday 3rd March, saw the whole school 
enjoying a special South American style lunch provided by 
the school canteen, with many staff and students taking part 
in a fancy dress day based on Olympic Sporting Heroes, a 
timely reminder that the first South American Summer 
Olympics will commence in Rio de Janeiro this summer. 

Students were entertained in the library with a staff 
reading aloud competition - “pass the baton”. Staff in fancy 
dress read aloud extracts taken from their Olympic Sporting 
Heroes biographies, and students voted on the best delivery 
and entertaining read.   Once the audience wanted to hear 
the next contestant they shouted “pass the baton” and the 
next member of staff took to the stage.  Student judges kept 
time with stop watches for each staff member, and the 
winner was decided by the longest time entertaining and 
performing. Congratulations to the staff in the PE 
Department!

Students also received a visit by award winning Author, Alan 
Gibbons.  Alan has been writing children’s books for 23 years 
and is a recommended author on the School Library 
Association list of books for boys.  He is a full time writer and 
independent educational consultant:  www.alangibbons.com   
Alan worked with a group of boys during a day-long creative 
writing workshop and delivered an inspiring school assembly 
to KS4 students regarding his books, and gave students an 
insight into the challenges and choices that today’s society 
has to make.  This school visit was made possible by a 
successful bid for funding received from Grassroots Funding 
Literature South West, a charity based at Plymouth 
University:
www.literatureworks.org.uk/grassroots-literature-fund



Two local Rotary Groups fundraised £1800 to send 3 
lucky students from Midsomer Norton Sixth Form on the 
week of a lifetime.  Rotary Club of Midsomer Norton & 
Radstock and Somer Valley Rotary Group gave Charlie, 
Grace and Lydia a valuable opportunity to learn dynamic 
leadership skills on Dartmoor, in the rain and even snow, 
to enhance their future career opportunities.

Grace explained “The Rotary Youth Leadership Scheme 
was such an adventure, we did all kinds of outdoor 
activities, and had some really inspirational and 
motivational talks from Jack Russell, the leader, who 
talked us through how to get into a positive mind-set 
and stretch comfort zones in a way that wasn’t 
terrifying, this was wonderful for me, as it helped to 
change my opinion of myself, and give me the confi-
dence to speak out and try new things, something I’d 
never have done. One of my highlights was definitely 
abseiling! As someone who’d never done it before, it 
was the event I was most afraid of, but through my new 
mind set and my team supporting me, it was an 
incredible experience which I’ll never forget.”

Lydia added “We took part in a variety of outdoor 
activities which were mainly focussing on team 
building and leadership skills. We were told how to be 
a successful public speaker, this was really beneficial 
for me. Before, I found it quite daunting to stand up 
in front of large groups of people and speak - mainly 
due to lack of confidence or just purely not know-
ing what to do or how to do it. Now, I am completely 
different. I have the capability to stand up in front of 
people and delivery my views at ease and with confidence. 

ouTWARD BounD LeADeRSHiP foR SixTH foRmeRS

Charlie Hughes felt “The week was a fantastic experience 
that has provided me vital skills for the development of 
my character and person as a whole. Jack was the 
perfect person to lead the group as a result of his wealth 
of experience in psychology, outdoor pursuits and 
capability of leading sometimes difficult young people. 
The skills we learned and developed will no doubt stay 
with us for the rest of our lives along with the concrete 
bonds we formed with the people we met. The week 
was one of the best weeks of my life and I would 
recommend it to absolutely anyone considering going.”

Grace continued “My favourite part of the week 
was seeing the change in all of us. Going from 23 
teenagers who couldn’t even look each 
other in the eye when they arrived, to tearing up 
mid-presentation on the day we left. By the end of the 
week, it was clear how much we’d all changed in those 
6 days. Lydia added “Throughout the week we started 
referring to ourselves as “a little family”, as that was 
exactly what we were! When it came to the final day of 
RYLA, we all shed a little tear as we said our goodbyes as 
I, as well as everyone else, have formed friendships that 
we are going to keep for a very long time.”

Grace concluded “Doing RYLA was probably the best 
decision I ever made, I would recommend it to anyone 
who has the chance to do it! Thank you to Rotary for 
making it all possible.” 

Year 13 student Oliver Tatar has been nominated as the inaugural recipient 
of the ‘Pete Goldsmith Outdoor Education Award’ – introduced to 
acknowledge the achievements of the student who has been most actively 
involved in the Outdoor Education programme during their time here.

After his Y8 trip to the Forest of Dean, Oliver developed a real love and interest in the outdoors. In Y10 he completed 
the 35 miles Ten Tors challenge and his Bronze DofE Award. In 2014 he completed the Silver DofE Award and has just 
completed Gold before the end of his final year at school - something that only a few students manage to achieve 
each year.

It was his quiet determination to pursue opportunities and see things through to completion that the Midsomer 
Norton Rotary Club liked and why they sponsored him to attend one of their Youth Leadership weeks. These same 
attributes have made him a natural choice to help with the training of younger students engaged on the DofE and Ten 
Tors activities in school.

During his time in the Sixth Form he has also undertaken training to become a Lowland Walking Group Leader and 
achieved qualification as an ‘Outdoor First Aid’ practitioner.

Oliver said ‘I have really enjoyed the range of opportunities on offer here and they have definitely helped me develop 
in many ways. The Gold Qualifying Expedition in France last summer has to be the highlight, but I also find helping the 
younger students very rewarding’.

thE PEtE GOLdsmith award



football

This term has seen lots of football fixtures against B&neS schools and there have been some 
excellent performances. everyone involved has represented the school exceptionally well.

Year 7  started with a strong performance in a loss against Beechen Cliff before going on to 
beat St. Gregory’s school 5-3. Tianna Allen and owen Smith both scored two each. They then 
suffered a heavier defeat to a very strong 
Writhlington side but have shown great potential. 

Year 8 side beat St. marks 5-2 in their only fixture so far, with 4 goals from Lewis Brailey.
 

Year 9 side are improving every year and having lost to Chew Valley and St. Gregory’s they 
faced league leaders Writhlington. They produced an incredible first half performance to lead 
3-2 at half-time after 2 goals from Keelan and one from captain, jake. Writhlington produced 
a strong second half fight back to eventually win 7-3.
 

Year 10 lost to Chew Valley, as well as dominating the game against St Gregory’s but losing 
1-0. They then produced a strong performance to beat St. marks 6-2 with a clinical 4 goals 
from jake Curtis.
 

Year 11 side, who have made our brand new astro turf their own, have been fiercely com-
petitive. A 3-2 defeat by Chew Valley was followed by a 2-2 draw against St. Gregs. 

PE nEws

The Somervale Equality Team organised a Cancer Research Uk 
charity concert that took place in Somervale School Hall on the evening 
of Wednesday 23rd March and was a roaring success. Students and staff 
alike took part in a Variety Concert in order to raise money for this 
charity which is close to the Equality Team’s heart. One of the members, 
a Year 11 student, was diagnosed with a rare form of throat cancer last 
year. Thankfully they are now on the mend, but is using their 
remaining time at Somervale to spread the message of Cancer Research 
and to raise as much money as possible for the charity. The Charity
Concert raised over £1,100 for Cancer Research Uk. Parents and staff 
have commented on the quality of the entertainment provided – Well 
done to all who took part!

One parent who sent an email to the school following the concert said;
“Please pass on my thanks to everyone involved in the concert last night, 
yet again it was a wonderful event.  As ever, I’m amazed to see the talent 
of some of those children”.

SomeRVALe SCHooL CHARiTY ConCeRT



teaM bath Netball trip 
MoNdaY 28th MarCh

Team Bath 60 vs 42 Celtic Dragons

Girls trip out! All gathered on easter monday to 
venture to Bath university to watch the home 
team achieve victory over Celtic Dragons… again! 

Both teams played some fantastic netball and we 
all enjoyed watching Team Bath finish the easter 
weekend with a win.

Netball 

Year 10 (blue bibs) - Have had a fantastic season 
coming 4th in their pool at the district tournament.
                                     Captain: Daisy Broadway

Year 11 (Red bibs)- Played brilliantly all season and 
were worthy of their 3rd place title overall in their 
district tournament!       Captain: Ella Shakespeare
 

PE nEws...cOntinuEd


