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FLAG FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

WorldStrides is dedicated to providing participants with the opportunity to participate in an educational travel 
experience. To support this vision, nearly $2 million in FLAG Financial Assistance is available for families or 
individuals with an annual adjusted gross income (AGI) up to $85,000.  The actual amount of assistance is 
determined by a combination of the trip price and the family’s household income.  Through a partnership with the 
Future Leaders of American Government (FLAG) Foundation, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, we will offer 
assistance for qualifying travelers participating in WorldStrides programs.  

 
The FLAG Financial Assistance application process is completely confidential. 

 
APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS 

Current elementary, middle, junior high, or high school student (or family member) 

In good academic standing (for students) 

Exhibits a genuine interest in the field of social studies, government, science, or history 

Demonstrates independence and responsibility 

Has financial need 

Completes and returns the enclosed application and supporting documents within 30 days of receiving a     

FLAG quote by phone 
 

ITEMS TO REMIT 

FLAG Application Checklist (enclosed) 

Completed FLAG Application (enclosed)  

Parent Statement (enclosed) 

Support for Household Income/ Proof of Income (see application for details) 
 

Please Note:  All information must be provided through the DocuSign online portal or together by e-
mail, U.S. mail, or fax. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Applications and Proof of 
Income cannot be accepted through different delivery methods. (NOTE: DocuSign provides instructions 
for submitting Proof of Income documents. Please follow those instructions carefully if submitting the 
application through DocuSign.) 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
The FLAG assistance is subject to verification of household income, the student remaining in good academic 
standing, and the student attending the program for which he or she is registered. Only a limited number of grants is 
available each year, and funds are awarded based on eligibility and on a first-come, first-served basis until all 
available funds have been awarded. Order of award will be defined by the order in which the application, including 
income verification, is received. Award amounts identified over the phone are thus provisional until the award is 
made, following receipt of your completed application and supporting documents.  
 
WorldStrides reserves the right to suspend the program at any time. Participants and their parents are not entitled to 
any cash amount under any circumstances, including if the assistance is not used. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Contact WorldStrides Customer Service at 1-800-468-5899. 

http://www.worldstrides.org/
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FLAG APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
 

I have completed and am submitting the following materials in application for a FLAG award: 
✓   Signed FLAG Application Checklist 

✓   Completed FLAG Application 
✓   Completed Parent Statement 
✓   Support for Household Income 

 
Please Note: All information must be provided by the same method, whether through the DocuSign portal, 
by U.S. mail, or by fax. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. 

 
 

I, the undersigned, believe the financial information and documentation I have provided to be true and correct and 
agree to provide, upon request, any additional information that becomes available. 

 

 
 
 

Signature: _______________________________ 

(Parent or Guardian) 

   

 

Date: __________

http://www.worldstrides.org/
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FLAG FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATION 
 

(Please type or print clearly) 
 

Full Name of Traveler:    
 

 
Address:     

 

(Street) (City) (State) (Zip) 
 
 

Telephone Number:    

 
 

Date of Birth:    /  /   
 

(DD) (MM) (YYYY) 
 

 
 

Name of School:     

 
 
 
 

 
Grade (at time of travel):    

 
 

Name of Teacher:     Traveler ID (Account) Number: ________

 

Family Household Income: $  * Trip Price: $  
  (Federal Adjusted Gross      
     Income) 
*PROOF OF INCOME MUST 
BE ATTACHED TO YOUR 
APPLICATION IN ORDER TO 
BE CONSIDERED FOR FLAG            
 

Father/Legal Guardian: 

 

   
 
 

Scholarship Amount: $  * 

 

 
(Name) (Complete Address) (Telephone #) 

 

 
 

Mother/Legal Guardian: 
 

 
(Name) (Complete Address) (Telephone #) 

 
 

    *Support is usually a copy of the first page of your most recent Federal Tax Return, Form 1040, showing name, address, filing status, names 

of dependents, and adjusted gross income.  Feel free to remove all Social Security numbers. Please correct for any losses that might be 
included (particularly in lines 12 and 36), and please also include any income from family members who you expect to contribute to the 
trip. Other financial information may be removed. Families that file more than one return should provide copies of all returns and include those 
amounts in the Family Household Income reported above. Enter the amount of the scholarship and the trip price provided to you over the phone by 
WorldStrides Customer Service.  

http://www.worldstrides.org/
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PARENT STATEMENT 
 

 
 

Please indicate here the nature of financial need and any other information relating to your financial situation that you 
believe will help us understand the circumstance, as well as the value you place on your child attending a 
WorldStrides program.

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature: _______________________________ 

(Parent or Guardian) 

 

Date: __________ 

 

 

RETURN APPLICATION AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO: 

WorldStrides Financial Services 

Attn: FLAG Scholarship Program 

218 West Water Street, Suite 400 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

434-982-8748 (fax) 

Email: customerservice@worldstrides.org 

 

 

 

http://www.worldstrides.org/
mailto:customerservice@worldstrides.org
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FLAG FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FAQS 

Why am I not receiving the maximum amount offered by the FLAG Financial Assistance? 

FLAG Financial Assistance is need-based, so both family income and the cost of the program for the applicant 

are considered. For travelers whose groups are attending more expensive programs, the awarded funds are 

higher. For example, for a family with $20,000 of annual income and a program price of $800, the award might 

be $140; yet for the same family, if the program costs for the group are higher, award eligibility might be more 

than double that. In order to help the most students, given finite funds, the award is for partial assistance. Please 

note: not all of our programs are eligible for the FLAG program. 

Does the FLAG Financial Assistance cover the full trip cost? 

No. The funds awarded are intended to provide partial assistance toward the total trip price. The Flag Financial 

Assistance is intended to supplement the traveler’s and group’s own fundraising efforts. 

If I apply for FLAG, can I still apply for other scholarships? 

Of course! We encourage our customers to review all available scholarship and fundraising opportunities. For 

additional ideas, please visit www.worldstridesfundraising.com. 

Does the traveler have to be listed as a dependent on the most recent federal tax return? 

Yes, the traveler’s eligibility for assistance is dependent upon being listed on the most recent federal tax return. 

What do I do if I don’t file taxes? 

We will need your most recent three current bank statements or last three current paystubs in order to determine 

your family income, or more specifically, your family’s Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), in order to calculate 

your potential FLAG Financial Assistance amount. 

Can I send in my W-2 instead of my tax return? 

The preferred method for validation is a copy of the front page of your Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ federal 

tax return. However, if that is not available, we will accept your three most recent bank statements or last three 

paystubs. 

Why is family size not taken into consideration? 

In an effort to distribute monies equitably to as many deserving travelers as possible, we only consider entire 

household income, regardless of the household’s size. 

What if my income has changed from last year? 

We will need your three most recent bank statements or last three paystubs in addition to a copy of the front 

page of your most recent Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040 EZ Federal tax return. You will also need to complete the 

FLAG Income Reduction Letter to explain the change in income. 

What if I have more than one family member going? 

All family members will qualify for the same awarded amount. Each traveler must complete a separate FLAG 

application. 

Are adults eligible for FLAG? 

An adult traveler is eligible based on the same two criteria of trip price and federal adjusted gross income, if the 

group is eligible for the FLAG program. 

What if my student is a foster child/ward of the state? 

If your student is a foster child, we use a base income amount of $12,000 to determine the quote. Please explain 

this, and provide supporting documentation, and we will be happy to take that into consideration. 

Can the discount be reapplied to my account if my financial situation changes? 

Once your application has been approved, your current application is closed. Any new application based on a 

change in financial situation would be reviewed only after all other applications had been reviewed and monies 

distributed. Due to the popularity of the FLAG Financial Assistance program, it is unlikely that your awarded 

FLAG amount will be increased.
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