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Susan Powell Fine Art’s annual holiday show will 
feature the work of more than 25 contemporary 
artists including Kathy Anderson, Peter Bergeron, 

Dan Brown, David Dunlop, Vincent Giarrano, Leonard 
Mizerek, Elizabeth L. Strazzulla, and Sadie J. Valeri.

“The paintings possess something beyond just the 
depiction of the objects and places,” says Susan Powell, 
owner of the gallery. “The show is rich in oils that have a 
narrative aspect.”

Sadie J. Valeri’s still life Undersea had its beginnings 
in the North Beach neighborhood of San Francisco when 
the artist was window shopping and saw the barnacle-
encrusted bottle in the window of a curio shop. 

“Over the next few days an arrangement evolved, 
which promised to consume my studio time for weeks: 
a collection of salvaged treasures seemingly dredged 
up from the bottom of the sea,” says Valeri. “In this 
painting I have grouped objects with a variety of edges 
and textures.”

Dan Brown’s Trompe l’Oeil I Hate to Think of Going 
Home is about the artist fi nding objects that reminded 
him of summer on the coast.

“I thought it would be a simple yet exacting exercise 
in an attempt to fool the eye,” explains Brown. “This 
painting became more than that as for the fi rst time I was 
striving to recreate someone else’s handwriting, looking, 
painting, looking again, wiping away some paint, adding 
here, taking away there. The title derives from the last 
line written in the note on the card at the bottom of the 
painting.”   
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Top: Dan Brown, I Hate to Think of Going Home, 

oil on panel, 14 x 11"

Right: Karen Blackwood, Winter Trees, 

oil on canvas, 30 x 40"
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Sadie J. Valeri, 

Undersea, oil on 

panel, 15¾ x 20"

Elizabeth L. 

Strazzulla, The 

One that Got Away, 

oil on linen on 

panel, 8 x 11"




