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PORTFOLIO

OFF-ROAD, OFF
THE CHARTS
AT LEISURE

To go on a safari in the Namibian wilderness is a
rare treat, but to do it in a BMW X5 is simply wild

BY SONJA PIONTEK, PHOTOS BY SONJA PIONTEK AND SHELDON TRELLOPE

ust as we always celebrated the Mid-Autumn
Festival we sat around the table enjoying a
sumptuous meal with some wine. For dessert,
we passed around slices of mooncakes that Ms.
Chloe Goh, who was on the trip with her husband
Mr. Goh Bock Seng, brought along. This year
however, some things were different: through the
windows of the restaurant, we could see a herd of wildebeest
grazing outside, the amazingly tender steaks we ordered were
actually oryx meat, and the wine we were drinking was from a
private cellar in South Africa. In fact, we were not in Singapore
but in Namibia.
We were about to embark on the BMW Safari of A Lifetime
and everyone was anticipating a remarkable trip. Over the next
eight days we would explore this barren yet beautiful country in
the BMW X5, taking the roads less travelled, and discovering
the most adventurous off-road paths with just the right amount
of African extravagance.

We started our tour at Okapuka Lodge, an African safari
lodge in the heart of Namibia, whose charming scenery was
right out of the epic film Out of Africa. Hundreds of giraffes,
impalas, springboks, oryx, wildebeests, zebras, waterbucks,
kudus, bat-eared foxes, meerkats, warthogs, even rhinos and
crocodiles, and the harder to spot cheetahs and leopards live on
the 10,000-hectare private land that we would be calling home
if only for the first three days of the unforgettable luxury offroad trip.
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in the heart of the Erongo Mountains, an area known for its
impressive landscapes, huge round boulders, and enormous
rock formations. Little did we expect that we would soon be
driving our BMW X5 right onto a 500-meter-high piece of rock
– something one could never do on his own.
“That was a truly unique experience,” exclaimed Mr. Goh, who
joined the safari with his wife Chloe. “The climb up was quite
challenging but thanks to the clear instructions and the features
of the car, we all managed to get up and enjoy the spectacular
views from the top.”
We must have taken a zillion photos before we attacked the
technical drive down from the rock. Half an hour later we
were at yet another spot with yet another mind-blowing view.
Highlight after highlight after highlights seemed to be the
motto of this amazing tour. With a cold drink in our hands, we
gazed into the setting sun, shared our impressions of the day,
and eventually made our way to dinner. Instead of dining in

DISCOVERING OFF-ROAD

We spent the days admiring the wilderness in an African picnic
out in the open bush, and climbing rocky mountain paths in the
BMW X5 testing the impressive xDrive system, DSC Off and
hill descent control. Claudio, a BMW Driving Instructor and
a former rally car driver, guided us closely and taught us how
to maneuver off-road drives safely. After our first big mountain
drive we were rewarded with an exclusive lunch at the lodge’s
private hunting cabin high up in the Otjihavera Mountains
overlooking the farm’s natural water reservoir. As part of the
specially curated tour program, those in the group who wanted
to ride the elegant Arabian horses of Okapuka Horse Safari did
so on a safari ride. It was great to be in Namibia. It was great to
see giraffes. But seeing them from a distance of fiver meters, on
horseback, was something out of this world.
From Okapuka our journey took us north to the Erindi Game
Reserve where we spent a sumptuous night at the Old Traders
Lodge, arguably the most luxurious and best game-viewing

lodge in the whole of Namibia. We ordered a nice glass of
Delaire Graff, from one of the leading private vineyards in
South Africa, and sat around the lodge’s viewing deck that
overlooked a vast water whole. We watched as the elephants,
hippos, zebras, antelopes and hyenas approached, not to
mention the many crocodiles that quietly slid in and out of the
water. It was a memorable sight.
The following day we started out early for a safari drive.
One might ask if it was worth getting up at six a.m. while on
vacation, but once one looks right into the eyes of that elephant
bull and feels the power of his presence, the answer becomes
immediately clear. We were blessed to also get extremely close
to a group of lions as well as a herd of over 20 odd giraffes.
OF LOCAL COLORS

Erindi was all about game, and our next lodge focused on a very
unique off-road experience, stunning sceneries, and meeting
the locals – the Sans. AiAiba, The Rockpainting Lodge lay

the lodge, we were served dinner tonight at a braai, an open air
roast underneath the African stars.
Before we left AiAiba, George, our local guide, showed us the
2,000-year-old rock paintings depicting images of game as
well as humans who used to live and hunt in the area. Called
San, but better known as Bushmen, they continue to lead a very
simple life in the bush. We had the privilege of visiting them
and learning about their culture, their language – which uses
clicking sounds - and their century-old traditions.
FROM SAND TO SEA

The public road from AiAiba to Swakopmund, the historic
seaside town on the Atlantic Coast where we would stay for
the next two days, was tar sealed most of the way. But as this
BMW tour was all about unique experiences and a ‘safari of a
lifetime’ we did not take it. Instead we turned onto private land,
for which we obtained permission to use, and spent the next two
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hours driving through the dry, sandy riverbed of the Swakop
River.
The following day, our route got even sandier as we took the
fleet of BMW X5s straight into the endless sea of dunes in the
legendary and spectacular Namib Desert. None of us ever
expected to get a luxury SAV like the BMW X5 up and down
the massive dunes, let alone with so much ease. Once more
we were surprised by the capabilities of the BMW X5, not
to mention our own guts. Driving in the dunes, surrounded
by nothing other than sand was an amazing but challenging
experience. After all, some of those dunes were rather high and
steep.
As a contrast to the sea of sand, we took a private boat out onto
the Atlantic Ocean where a school of dolphins swam alongside
our boat as some wild pelicans landed on it; flamingos fed in
the shallow water and thousands of seals invited us to take great
shots of their colony at the far end of Flamingo Point. Two of
the seals were pretty daring and even jump right onto our boat!
This came as a surprise, but when we saw how the captain feeds
them with fresh fish we got a feeling that they must have sure
done this before. The maritime excursion ended with a totally

unexpected champagne and oyster reception on a remote strip
of beach along the wild Atlantic coast, with BMW X5s lined up
for us to continue our quest once we have enjoyed the special
treat.
A LIFE-CHANGING TRIP

Our last day took us back to Okapuka Lodge. It was nice to
be in a familiar place. One last time we are able to go on a
sundowner safari drive in this African paradise and enjoy a
chilled glass of wine with our new found friends while giraffes
and antelopes peacefully meandered past us through the bush.
The entire tour was a truly unique experience: an unexpected,
extraordinary, and at times slightly challenging, certainly more
than a memorable one. In fact, a life changing one.
“I am so happy that my wife Chloe and I were able to go on this
trip,” remarks Mr. Goh. “It was a special experience and I agree
with my teammates that this week was life changing and eye
opening in many ways. Apart from all the fun we had, we also
learned a lot about off-road driving, modern car technology,
wild animals and photography. I will recommend this tour to all
my friends; they should also come and have this experience.” P

