


8:00AM – 12:00PM // Registration & Check-in
 

8:00AM – 6:00PM // Coffee & Pastries
 

9:00 – 10:00AM // Reading & Signing: Everett Hoagland
 

10:00 – 10:50AM // Don’t Let Common Writing Missteps Hold You 
Back
 

10:00 – 10:50AM // An Autobiography of the Earth—Nature Writing 
From Where You Live
 

10:00 - 10:50AM // Poems that Move
 

11:00 - 11:50AM // Panel Topic: The Road to Being Published
 

11:00 – 11:50AM // How to Get Everyone Else to Promote Your 
Book So You Don’t Have To
 

11:00 – 11:50AM // A New Vision: The Poetic Image
 

12:00 – 1:00PM // Lunch Break
 

1:00 – 1:50PM // Readings
 

1:00 – 2:15PM // Panel Topic: Genre, Audience & Comps: Query 
Details that Count
 

1:00 - 1:50PM // Written in a Flash
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Putting the History in Historical Fiction
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Book Readings, Redesigned
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Poetry, Curiosity & Listening
 

3:00 – 3:50PM // Readings
 

3:00 – 3:50PM // Panel Topic: The Future of Publishing
 

3:00 – 3:50PM // Our American Literary Inheritance: The Light and 
Dark of Whitman and Melville
 

4:00 – 4:50PM // Editing Tips for More Dramatic Writing
 

4:00 – 4:50PM // The Mother of All Muses: Tapping into Memory to 
Generate Ideas and Stimulate the Imagination
 

4:00 – 4:50PM // The Golden Shovel: A New Poetic Form
 

5:00 - 5:50PM // Coping with Life While You Finish the Book of Your 
Life
 

5:00 - 5:50PM // Panel Topic: To MFA or Not to MFA
 

5:00 - 5:50PM // The Delicate Art of Silliness
 

6:15PM // Open Mic at Pier 37

SCHEDULE OVERVIEW

11:00AM – 6:00PM // 
Registration & Check-in
 

12:00 – 1:00PM // Welcome 
Reception
 

1:00 – 1:50PM // Keynote
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Becoming a 
Writer
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Feed Your 
Characters! Using Food to 
Deepen Your Stories
 

2:00 – 3:00PM // Readings
 

3:00 – 3:50PM // Panel Topic: 
What is Your Writing Process?
 

3:00 – 3:50PM // Family 
Writing for Parent/Grandparent 
and Child: Opportunities for 
Multigenerational Writing 
Projects
 

4:00 – 4:50PM // Crafting 
Diverse Characters--Not as 
Hard as You Think!
 

4:00 - 4:50PM // Why am I 
Getting All These Rejections?
 

5:00 - 6:00PM // Writer’s Legal 
Workshop
 

5:00 - 5:50PM // Selling 
Commercial Fiction: The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly
 

5:00 - 5:50PM // Getting 
Detailed
 

6:15PM // Open Mic at Cafe 
Arpeggio
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8:00AM – 4:00PM // Coffee & 
Pastries
 

9:00 – 9:50AM // Essentials 
of Writing for the Young Adult 
Audience
 

9:00 – 9:50AM // Poetry in the 
State
 

10:00 – 10:50AM // Readings
 

10:00 – 10:50PM // Literary 
vs. Up-Market vs. Commercial: 
What Exactly are You Writing?
 

10:00 – 10:50AM // Literary 
Prizes
 

11:00 – 11:50PM // Poetry 
Readings
 

11:00 – 11:50PM // The Art of 
Reflection: The Importance of 
Journal Keeping in the Age of 
Social Media
 

11:00 – 11:50PM // Panel 
Topic: Writing & Community
 

12:00 – 1:00PM // Lunch Break
 

1:00 – 1:50PM // Readings
 

1:00 – 1:50PM // Panel Topic: 
Writing for a Younger Audience
 

1:00 – 1:50PM // How 
New Technologies Have 
Transformed Reading, Writing 
& Publishing
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Craft Notes 
from Iowa Workshop
 

2:00 – 2:50PM // Creative 
Writing for Caregivers
 

3:00 – 4:00PM // Closing 
Ceremony

4:30PM  // Post-Conference 
Gathering at Pour Farm Bar
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11:00 – 6:00PM // Registration & Check-in // CVPA Entrance

12:00 – 1:00PM // Welcome Reception // Gallery

1:00 – 1:50PM // Keynote // Lecture Room
Introductions from Hollihock, Groundwork, UMD, and Patricia Gomes.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Becoming a Writer // Lecture Room
The purpose of this workshop is for people of all ages and walks of life to begin the process of becoming 
writers for personal growth, healing, or family enrichment. It will be based on the “Teacher As Writer” 
philosophy of BBWP and Writing Down the Bones by Natalie Goldberg. It may also lead to finding a path to 
traditional publishing. Instructor: Jeanne Prevost.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Feed Your Characters! Using Food to Deepen Your Stories // Classroom
Food is often under-explored in the world of fiction, and it has such great potential to deepen the texture of 
your stories. This seminar will explore several ways to consider how food can inform characters, add to the 
setting, and serve as symbols—both subtle and overt. Instructor: Eson Kim. 

2:00 – 3:00PM // Readings // Atrium
J. North Conway, Rev. Bill Comeau, Barb Kallin, Donna Russo Morin

3:00 – 3:50PM // Panel Topic: What is Your Writing Process? // Lecture Room
Rev. Bill Comeau, Debbie Hagan, and Jeanne Prevost

3:00 – 3:50PM // Opportunities for Multigenerational Writing Projects // Classroom
This workshop will explore how a parent or grandparent with a child can share thoughts, memories, and 
experiences through writing. We will discuss how adult and child can play with words in a variety of genres– 
poetry, short story, memoir, and personal narrative—and media. Possible projects for participants include letter 
sets, memory/scrapbooks, poetry sets, family journal, emails, powerpoints, and blogs. Instructors: Diana Grady 
and Margo Moore EdD.

4:00 – 4:50PM // Crafting Diverse Characters--Not as Hard as You Think! // Lecture Room
Most people welcome the idea of more diverse characters in stories, but when it comes to actually getting 
down to including them in their own works, anxieties abound at “getting it right.” The fundamentals of creating 
vivid and vibrant characters apply no matter who those characters may be. Sometimes, we just need 
permission to go for it. If that’s what you need, then this seminar is a good start. Instructor: Eson Kim.

4:00 - 4:50PM // Why am I Getting All These Rejections? // Classroom 
Mild critique on poet’s work and making work “editor ready.” Instructor: Patricia Gomes.

5:00 - 6:00PM // Writer’s Legal Workshop // Lecture Room
Writers may have to deal with a number of legal issues over the course of their career involving copyrights, 
defamation, or the rights of privacy and publicity. Contracts often require knowledge of these issues as well 
as issues of publishing, agents, options, collaborations, and the various rights that can be preserved or lost 
in these contracts. Learn the basics of how to protect your rights as a writer, how not to step on the rights of 
others, and how to avoid a lawsuit when you do. Instructor: David Spatt.
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5:00 - 5:50PM // Selling Commercial Fiction: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly // Classroom 
Selling fiction is tough. To succeed, writers must know the business of publishing to maximize their 
opportunities and avoid misconceptions. In this workshop, an award winning, international bestselling author 
shares her insights about the secrets of the business of traditional publishing. Topics include dealing with what 
to look for in an agent, publisher, and editor; the challenges of publishing in today’s market; potential pitfalls 
no one tells you about; the differences between marketing and publicity; film and foreign rights; and traditional 
publishing vs. self-publishing. Instructor: Donna Russo Morin.

5:00 - 5:50PM // Getting Detailed // Atrium
Finding the perfect detail in a short story can make everything click. From Bartleby working in a dead letter 
office, to Flannery O’Connor’s one-armed drifter, to John Cheever’s fictional father figure drinking “Beefeater 
Gibsons”-- the right detail can elevate every part of a story. In “Getting Detailed,” we’ll talk about and practice 
adding interesting description, details, and imagery to short stories to turn the words on your page into a vivid, 
fully-realized story. Instructor: Jeff Simonds.

6:15PM // Open Mic // Cafe Arpeggio, 800 Purchase St, New Bedford

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
8:00 – 12:00PM // Registration & Check-in // CVPA Entrance

8:00 – 6:00PM // Coffee & Pastries // Gallery

9:00 – 9:50AM // Reading & Signing // Lecture Room
Everett Hoagland, the First Poet Laureate of New Bedford, will give a reading and book signing.

10:00 – 10:50AM // Don’t Let Common Writing Missteps Hold You Back // Lecture Room
Examining seven common storytelling missteps and breaking down ways to avoid them. This workshop will 
dissect each of the common writing missteps, look at hands-on techniques to fix them, and help attendees 
brainstorm ways to bring their stories to the next level. Instructor: Anna Staniszewski.

10:00 – 10:50AM // An Autobiography of the Earth—Nature Writing From Where You Live // Classroom
You don’t have to be a world traveler to write compellingly about nature. This workshop is a writer’s chance to 
consider through storytelling how nature (broadly imagined) has shaped and/or influenced his/her life. What 
stories about the natural world have endured for you over the years? What in nature do you find mysterious, 
humbling, troubling, beautiful, ugly, or dangerous? Instructor: Steve Edwards.

10:00 - 10:50AM // Poems that Move // Atrium
A poet and movement artist will perform weavings of spoken word and martial arts dance. Then participants 
will be invited to ask questions and share comments about the performance. We will expand the conversation 
to discuss how we experience poetry, where it comes from, and the vast range of poetic expression. From 
this shared ground we will each offer a line of our own or someone else’s to be included in a cento, a group 
patchwork poem. Instructor: Janet Aalfs.
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11:00 - 11:50AM // Panel Topic: The Road to Being Published // Lecture Room
Patricia Gomes, Amber Lynn Natusch, and E.B. Moore

11:00 – 11:50AM // How to Get Everyone Else to Promote Your Book So You Don’t Have To // Classroom
It is possible to write a book alone, but it’s nearly impossible to promote, market, and sell that book without 
the cooperation of others. In this session, you’ll learn about simple, proven techniques that leverage local 
relationships, networking, associations, alternative markets, and special events to create real book sales. By 
partnering and networking with other authors, businesses, associations, and key players, you can create your 
own personal marketing team that spreads your message at little or no cost. Instructor: Steven Porter.

11:00 – 11:50AM // A New Vision: The Poetic Image // Atrium
One of poetry’s most vibrant qualities is that it challenges us to see the world in fresh ways. As we write 
poems, the images and scenes we choose to include are crucial, but what may be more important is how 
we frame them with language--how we offer our readers a “new vision.” This workshop will help participants 
identify their own “new vision” and develop some core practices for drafting future poems. Instructor: Wesley 
Rothman.

12:00 – 1:00PM // Lunch Break

1:00 – 1:50PM // Readings // Atrium
Steven Beeber, Linda Schlossberg, Tasneem Zehra Husain

1:00 – 2:15PM // Panel Topic: Genre, Audience, and Comps: Query Details that Count // Lecture Room
Most queries are focused on a strong hook and compelling summary, but details about your book’s genre, 
intended audience, and comparable titles can make the difference between an agent request or staying lost in 
the slush. In this workshop, we’ll look at how to definitely define major (and not-so-major) literary genres; how 
to determine if your book is YA, NA or A; and how to articulate the nuances of your project using smart comp 
titles. After a short lecture and Q&A, participants will have a chance to workshop their comps to get feedback 
from Rebecca and fellow authors. Instructors: Rebecca Heyman and Kristine Asselin.

1:00 - 1:50PM // Written in a Flash // Classroom
This class offers tips for crafting flash essays—short, emotionally charged stories that can be fun to read but 
very challenging to write. We’ll begin by reading an example from a master flash writer, and examine and 
discuss the techniques used. Participants will then try out their hand at their own exercises. There will be time 
for sharing of work and questions. Instructor: Debbie Hagan.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Putting the History in Historical Fiction // Lecture Room
Whether history is a backdrop to your story or the focus of the story itself, this workshop will provide you with 
the tools to find the facts you need, organize the data in a functional manner, and merge that data seamlessly 
into your novel. Discover the level of historical data to include as a function of a particular writing goal. Learn 
the definition of historical markers and how and where to unearth them. Discover how to uncover the tools to 
integrate history, research, and the fiction plot arc. Most of all, find out how to honor verisimilitude—the goal of 
any historical writing—and avoid the dreaded anachronism. Instructor: Donna Russo Morin.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Book Readings, Redesigned // Atrium
Book readings remain one of the most natural venues for a writer to connect with readers, yet in a world where 
audio books abound, few people are drawn to events that offer little more than the chance to hear someone 
read aloud. Pop culture is so steeped in interactivity (from museum installations to television shows) that 
audiences have begun to expect immersive experiences and are no longer content with passive reception. In 
this session, we will learn how to design author events that pull the audience in, creating a fun and rewarding 
experience that could not be replicated simply by reading the book at home. Instructor: Tasneem Zehra 
Husain.



2:00 – 2:50PM // Poetry, Curiosity & Listening // Classroom
Poet Fan Chun said that in creating poems, the four stages are the same as in Tai Chi practice: 1) the 
introduction direct, 2) the elucidation tender, 3) the transaction changeable, and 4) the summary meaningful. In 
this workshop, we will open with some simple movement/breathing exercises designed to deepen and expand 
the sense of listening with one’s whole self. Poems shared aloud by group participants will offer inspiration for 
individual and group writing segments. Instructor: Janet Aalfs.

3:00 – 3:50PM // Readings // Atrium
Anna Staniszewski, Steve Edwards, Wesley Rothman, Eson Kim

3:00 – 3:50PM // Panel Topic: The Future of Publishing // Lecture Room
Steven Porter, Amber Lynn Natusch, and Rebecca Heyman

3:00 – 3:50PM // The Light and Dark of Whitman and Melville // Classroom
An examination of the influence of two American literary geniuses of the the 19th century and what they can 
share with writers preparing to shape the American literary landscape. Instructor: Ian S. Maloney, Ph. D.

4:00 – 4:50PM // Editing Tips for More Dramatic Writing // Lecture Room
In this fast-moving class, you’ll learn how to create a more dynamic beginning, stronger sentences, tighter text, 
more thought-provoking endings, and much more. Instructor: Debbie Hagan.

4:00 – 4:50PM // Tapping into Memory to Generate Ideas and Stimulate the Imagination // Classroom
In this workshop, participants will write from several prompts designed to call forth their memories—through 
the senses (seeing, tasting, touching, hearing), as well as through imaginative thinking and reflecting. Our goal 
will be to leave the workshop excited about several new ideas for stories/essays/poems that we might not have 
thought of under ordinary circumstances. Instructor: Steve Edwards.

4:00 – 4:50PM // The Golden Shovel: A New Poetic Form // Atrium
In honor of the renowned poet Gwendolyn Brooks, poet Terrance Hayes invented a new poetic form, featured 
in his National Book Award winning collection Lighthead, called the golden shovel. This form, like the sonnet or 
ghazal, offers poets some basic guidelines that ultimately empower the creation of new poems. Our workshop 
will explore the principles of this form, including reading one of Terrance Hayes’s golden shovels and some of 
Gwendolyn Brooks’s poems, and then each participant will draft their own golden shovel! Instructor: Wesley 
Rothman.

5:00 - 5:50PM // Coping with Life While You Finish the Book of Your Life // Atrium
Based on the text “The Art of Coping” and the teachings of artist Corita Kent. Materials needed: Favorite 
magazines, glue stick, large background paper, and imagination. Instructor Reverend Bill Comeau: Ph. D.

5:00 - 5:50PM // Panel Topic: To MFA or Not to MFA // Lecture Room
Eson Kim, Ian S. Maloney, Ph.D., and Anna Staniszewski

5:00 - 5:50PM // The Delicate Art of Silliness // Classroom
Spend an hour talking about comedy writing. In “The Delicate Art Of Silliness,” we’ll talk about hilarious people 
who write (Steve Martin, John Stewart, Amy Poehler) and some fantastic writers who are hilarious (George 
Saunders, Charles Bukowski, Sarah Vowell). We’ll also explore what makes a reader laugh, and we’ll write 
some comedy. Instructor: Jeff Simonds.

6:15PM // Open Mic // Pier 37, 37 Union St, New Bedford

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22



8:00 – 4:00PM // Coffee & Pastries // Gallery

9:00 – 9:50AM // Essentials of Writing for the Young Adult Audience // Lecture Room
My novel has a teenager in it—does that mean it’s YA? In this seminar, we will discuss the defining 
characteristics of contemporary young adult literature, from the distinctive teen voice, to coming-of-age 
elements like rebellion, experimentation, and sex. We’ll compare excerpts from YA and adult novels and 
engage in writing exercises that encourage you to channel your inner adolescent. We will also examine 
variations within the genre itself; fragmented and fresh, or lyrical and literary, YA is an exciting place to be. 
Instructor: Elaine Dimopoulos.

9:00 – 9:50AM // Panel Topic: Poetry in the State // Atrium
What is the state of poetry in the state? Has it grown or lessened? What is the impact of education in this 
process and how can we improve it? Instructors: Keith Carrerio, Richard Pacheco, Dominic Perri.

10:00 – 10:50AM // Readings // Atrium
Elaine Dimupoulos, Steven Porter, Kathleen Aguero, Alexander Danner

10:00 – 10:50PM // Literary vs. Up-Market vs. Commercial // Lecture Room
Using examples from contemporary YA, NA and A fiction, we’ll explore the stylistic variances and content 
nuances that determine what kind of book you’re writing—and who you should query as a result. Participants 
will be allowed to submit a 3-page sample from a current working draft to workshop during the presentation; 
Rebecca will identify literary, up-market and commercial elements from submitted excerpts to help illustrate 
how factors such as voice, diction, structure and mechanics contribute to defining your book’s style and 
audience. Instructor: Rebecca Heyman.

10:00 – 10:50AM // Panel Topic: Literary Prizes // Classroom
A short discussion of the merits and drawbacks of literary awards, with particular emphasis on the difference 
between awards for first publications and lifetime achievements and the need for more mid-career writing 
awards. Instructor: Ian S. Maloney, Ph. D., Richard Pacheco.

11:00 – 11:50PM // Poetry Readings // Atrium
Readings by area poets who are members of Bartleby the Scrivener Poetry Group, Poets from Writer’s Block 
column in Fall River Herald, and other area groups and individuals. Keith Carrerio, J. North Conway, Bob 
Xifaras. Hosted by Richard Pacheco.

11:00 – 11:50PM // The Art of Reflection: Journal Keeping in the Age of Social Media  // Classroom
As writers, we can easily find ourselves drowning in social media, especially when we are intentionally—or 
unintentionally—looking for fodder for our next project. In this course, participants will discuss the role of 
private journaling in their daily writing lives. We will also discuss the importance of reflection as practice for 
developing realistic and relatable characters and situations within our fiction and creative non-fiction projects. 
Instructor: Sara Williams.

11:00 – 11:50PM // Panel Topic: Writing and Community // Lecture Room
Alexander Danner, Steven Porter, Heather Kelly, and DJ Foley

12:00 – 1:00PM // Lunch Break

1:00 – 1:50PM // Readings // Atrium
Patricia Gomes, Sara Williams, E.B. Moore
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1:00 – 1:50PM // Panel Topic: Writing for a Younger Audience // Lecture Room
Elaine Dimopoulos, Suzie Canale, and Dominic Perri

1:00 – 1:50PM // How New Technologies Have Transformed Reading, Writing & Publishing // Classroom
The publishing industry is in revolution. Explosive new technologies like e-books and “print-on-demand” 
paperbacks have transformed how readers read, writers write, and bookstores sell. More people are reading 
and writing than ever before. Books may not be as dead as you think. Come hear about how readers and 
writers alike can take advantage of the changing face of publishing. Instructor: Steven Porter.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Craft Notes from Iowa/Reading // Lecture Room
A lecture on craft with notes from a graduate of Iowa Writers’ Workshop including a reading from the instructor. 
Instructor: Ben Shattuck.

2:00 – 2:50PM // Creative Writing for Caregivers // Classroom
Amid the daily pressures of caring for others, you may not have time to reflect on your experience as a 
caregiver. This workshop focuses on both generating and refining writing so you can structure and gain insight 
into your own story. You will leave this workshop with pieces to refine and techniques to keep you writing.This 
workshop is designed for parents and caregivers working at home and in professional settings as well as for 
those who already write and those interested in exploring writing. Instructor: Kathleen Aguero.

3:00 – 4:00PM // Closing Ceremony // Lecture Room

4:30PM  // Post-Conference Gathering // Pour Farm Bar, 780 Purchase Street, New Bedford

Full schedule and other resources available at www.hollihock.org
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FEATURED PRESENTERS

Janet E. Aalfs
Former Poet Laureate, Northampton
Janet is a poet, movement artist, and 
community educator. Her writing has been 
widely published, including her most recent 
book of poems: Bird of a Thousand Eyes.

Suzie Canale
Author, THE BEANTOWN TALES
Suzie’s award-winning Beantown Tales have 
environmental themes and include The Land of 
Chocolate Cosmos, The Popcorn Hydrangea of 
Poppingtom, and Boston You’re My Home.

Kathleen Aguero
Poet/Professor, Pine Manor College
Kathleen is the author of five books of poetry 
including After That. She received awards from 
New England Poetry Club, Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, and Elgin-Cox Foundation.

Jerry Blitefield
Associate Professor, UMass Dartmouth
Jerry is an Associate Professor of English at the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, where 
he has been teaching rhetoric and writing since 
2000.

Patricia Gomes
Current Poet Laureate, New Bedford
Patricia is the current Poet Laureate of New 
Bedford and a 2008 Pushcart Prize Nominee. 
She is the co-founder of the GNB Writer’s 
Block.

Steven Lee Beeber
Author/Adjunct Professor, Lesley University
Steven is an editor, author, and educator with 
an MFA from UMassAmherst. His work has 
appeard in The Paris Review, Harper’s, and the 
New York Times among others.

Everett Hoagland
First Poet Laureate, New Bedford
Everett is an emeritus professor of English at 
the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. His 
work has appeared in numerous anthologies 
and books.

Alexander Danner
President, The Writers’ Room of Boston
Alexander writes comics and prose fiction and 
has appeared in Event: Poetry & Prose, The 
Saturday Evening Post, Fantasy Scroll, and the 
anthology Machine of Death.

Elaine Dimopoulos
Adjunct Professor, Boston University
Elaine is the author of Material Girls. A graduate 
of Yale, Columbia, and Simmons College, she 
teaches children’s literature and writing for 
children at BU, Simmons, and GrubStreet.

Kristine Asselin
Young Adult & Middle Grade Author
Kristine is a YA/MG fantasy writer and member 
of SCBWI-New England. She is the author of 
children’s books and recently published her 
debut novel, Any Way You Slice It.

Bill Comeau
Adjunct Professor, BCC
Bill is a published playwright, poet, memoirist, 
and textbook writer. He is also a singer-
songwriter, recording artist, and Grammy 
finalist.

J. North Conway
Professor, Bristol Community College
Jack is a poet and author of a dozen nonfiction 
books. His poems have appeared in many 
journals and anthologies, and he writes a 
weekly column called “Writer’s Block.”



E.B. Moore
Author, AN UNSEEMLY WIFE
E.B. is the author of two novels that follow her 
Amish grandparents in their struggle to survive 
among the ‘English’ in the westward migration 
of the mid-1800s.

Donna Russo Morin
Author, THE KING’S AGENT
Donna holds a double degree from URI and 
has published four award-winning, best-selling 
books. She is currently working on a major 
trilogy set in Medici ruled Florence.

Heather Kelly
Founder, Writers’ Loft
As a writer, Heather is all about community. 
She is the chair of the 2016 NE-SCBWI Spring 
Conference and writes MG, YA, and everything 
in between.

Eson Kim
Instructor/Board Member at GrubStreet
Eson holds an MFA in Creative Writing from 
Emerson College. Her stories have appeared 
in Calyx Journal, Denver Quarterly, and The 
Massachusetts Review, among others.

Barb Kallin
Educator and MFA Graduate
Barb is a high school special education teacher 
in central Massachusetts with an MFA from 
Goddard College. She is currently working on a 
memoir about backpacking in the Arctic.

Tasneem Zehra Husain
Author, ONLY THE LONGEST THREADS
Tasneem is a writer, educator, and Pakistan’s 
first female string theorist. She is the author 
of the popular science novel Only the Longest 
Threads.

Debbie Hagan
Instructor, New Hampshire Art Institute
Debbie is editor for Brevity magazine. She is 
the author of Against the Tide, and her works 
have appeared in Boston Globe Magazine, 
Chicken Soup for the Soul, and elsewhere.

Steve Edwards
Professor, Fitchburg State University
Steve is the author of the memoir Breaking into 
the Back Country. His fiction and nonfiction 
have appeared in The Rumpus, Electric 
Literature, and Orion Magazine.

Rebecca Heyman
Editor, Rebecca Faith Editorial
Rebecca works with writers to develop 
manuscripts for agent query. Her trademark 
no-nonsense critique helps authors find 
authenticity and clarity in their work.

Diana Grady
Site Director, Buzzards Bay Writing Project
Diana has been associated with the Buzzards 
Bay Writing Project since 2003 and taught 
middle school English for many years. She also 
directed the Summer Camp for Young Writers.

DJ Foley
Rhode Island Center for the Book
DJ is a retired speech and language pathologist 
and has been with The Center for the Book for 
eleven years. She facilitates writing courses 
and co-founded the Paper Bag Writers Group.

Margo Moore
English Teacher
Margo teaches 8th grade English in the 
New Bedford Public Schools and has been 
associated with Buzzards Bay Writing Project 
since 2009.

Ian S. Maloney
Professor, St. Francis College, Brooklyn 
Ian directs the St. Francis College Literary 
Prize, the nation’s largest prize for fiction. 
He is the author of Melville’s Monumental 
Imagination.

Amber Lynn Natusch
Author, Caged & Unborn Series
Amber was born and raised in Winnipeg 
and speaks sarcasm fluently because of her 
Canadian roots. She’s obsessed with home 
renovation shows and loves snow.



Sara Williams
Professor, Mount Wachusett
Sara earned Bachelor’s Degrees in English and 
Political Science from Hartwick College. She is 
a poet, blogger, and proponent for journaling 
and reflective writing.

Anna Staniszewski
Instructor, Simmons College (CSCL)
Anna is the author of several books for young 
readers including My Very UnFairy Tale Life and 
Dirt Diary. She was the Writer-in-Residence at 
the Boston Public Library.

Ben Shattuck
Educator and Graduate of Iowa Workshop
Ben received his BFA at Cornell and MFA at 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He’s taught fiction 
courses at Victoria University of Wellington, 
New Zealand, and the University of Iowa.

Jeanne L. Prevost
Educator, Somerset Public Schools
Jeanne teaches third grade at her hometown 
elementary school and is the author of three 
published children’s picture books and one yet-
to-be-published book for adults.

Wesley Rothman
Poet/Educator
Wesley’s poems have appeared in Harvard 
Review, New England Review, and more. He 
worked as an editor and has taught at Emerson 
College and Suffolk University, among others.

Richard Pacheco
Poet, SAG-AFTRA Member
Richard is an award-winning poet, journalist, 
artist, playwright, actor, and teacher. He writes 
a theater blog and was nominated for the 2015 
Pulitzer Prize in Poetry.

Linda Schlossberg
Lecturer, Harvard University
Linda received her PhD in English from Harvard 
University. She is the author of Life in Miniature 
and has received writing grants from the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Steven R. Porter
President, Association of Rhode Island Authors
Steven is the author of Confessions of the 
Meek and The Valiant and Manisses. He and 
his wife own and operate Stillwater River 
Publications in Harmony, RI.

Jeff Simonds
Professor, Hartwick College
Jeff has an MFA from Goddard College. His 
works have appeared in Pif Magazine and The 
Amateur Masters. He self-published his first 
short story collection in 2014.

David Spatt
Arts/Entertainment Attorney
David is a 30-year practicing Arts/Entertainment 
Attorney, Professor of Legal Studies at Johnson 
& Wales, and the co-author of the Artist’s 
Friendly Legal Guide.




