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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 | 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
 
FEATURED SESSIONS 
Keynote Presentation + Book Signing with Jabari Asim 

Featured Reading by Regie Gibson 
Additional Readings by Jan Freeman, C.J. Nadeau, Donnie Welch, Kathleen Aguero 
Panel Discussion: The Transformative Power of Poetry | Led by Kathleen Aguero 

 
FULL SCHEDULE 
 

11:00AM-5:00PM | Registration + Check-In 
 
12:30PM-1:00PM | Meet + Greet 
 

1:00PM-1:50PM | OPENING SESSION, KEYNOTE + BOOKSIGNING | Jabari Asim 
 
2:00PM-2:50PM 

 
Readings by Catherine McLaughlin, Julia Lisella, Anna Ross 
 

Writing Audio Drama | Alexander Danner 
An introduction to writing for the growing medium of audio drama.  
 
Stretching Exercises for Writers | Diana Grady + Margo Moore EdD 

Runners stretch before a marathon; gymnasts stretch to limber up; dancers stretch before the 
ballet. Learn some writer’s warm-ups for stretching your creative mind in the form of prompts, 
poems, and other ideas to help get the creative juices owing.  

 
3:00PM-3:50PM 
 
Readings by Jan Freeman, C.J. Nadeau, Donnie Welch, Kathleen Aguero 

 
Refrain, Refrain | Anna Ross 
In this workshop, we will consider how sound and repetition shape meaning. Using models such 

as Elizabeth Bishop’s “One Art” and Martín Espada’s “En La Calle San Sebastián,” we’ll look at 
the refrain as a tool of song, structure, and surprise in poetry and then go on virtual scavenger 
hunt to collect our own refrains, which we will incorporate into a brief writing exercise.  

 
Developing Characters and Dialogue for Screenplays and Fiction | Noi Sabal 
Fleshed-out characters who speak with distinctive voices are hallmarks of a great story. This 
workshop will explore how to develop a character’s backstory and objectives, discover how to 

create individualized nuances in dialogue (without going overboard!) and how to choose 
characteristics to maximize conflict. Attendees receive a free 1-year subscription to 
ScreenwritingNinja.com Writer’s Tools. 

 
Writing Flash Fiction | Richard Pacheco 
The elements for flash fiction, what it is, best techniques to do it. 
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4:00PM-4:30PM 
 
The Transformative Power of Poetry | Panel Discussion | Led by Kathleen Aguero 
 

The Practice of Reconciliation | Paula Cole Jones 
Journaling about reconciliation can help you to repair relationships and build stronger 
communities. 

 
Wordplay | C.J. Nadeau + Donald Welch 
The writing workshop is no longer a sedentary experience--now it calls on all five senses! 

Experiencing prose and poetry through a multi-sensory approach helps promote play in writing. 
This unique workshop, led by the Rebecca School for Autism’s creative writing teacher, offers 
attendees new ideas to integrate into their own teaching and writing. It might even help cure 
your writing block! 

 
Novel or Memoir: Writing Fiction from Life | Catherine McLaughlin  
The session will address many question, beginning with “How do you know whether to write a 

novel or a memoir?” What are the (very real) distinctions between novel and memoir? In this 
session we will explore how fiction imposes order on actual events and the potential pitfalls in 
writing both memoir and fiction from real life. 

 
5:00PM-5:50PM | FEATURED READING | Regie Gibson, Spoken Word 
 
Evening concludes with an OPEN MIC at a nearby restaurant. All Hollihock attendees invited to 

read their work.  
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26 | 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
 
FEATURED SESSIONS 

Keynote Presentation + Book Signing with Ken Liu 
Special Event | Writer's Infusion LIVE 
Readings by Anna Staniszweski, Alexander Danner, Jennifer Jean, Steven Porter, Erin Dionne, 
Peter Biello, Alicia Anabel Santos, Julia Lisella, William Walsh, Harte Weiner, Stephen Doyle, 

Ray Daniel 
Panel Discussions 
Writing for Young Audiences | Led by Kristy Acevedo 

Writing Other Voices | Led by Alicia Anabel Santos 
Women's Leadership: Poetic Engagement + Social Change | Led by Janet Aalfs 
 

FULL SCHEDULE 
 
8:00AM-12:00PM | Registration + Check-In 
 

8:00AM-3:00PM | Coffee + Pastries 
 
9:00AM-9:30AM | KEYNOTE + BOOKSIGNING | Ken Liu 

 
10:00AM-10:30AM  
 

Writing for Young Audiences | Panel Discussion | Led by Kristy Acevedo 
 
Birthing the Story | Alicia Anabel Santos 
This is a writing intensive workshop. We will be using writing prompts and exercises that unlock 

the blocks that hold us back. We are going on an expedition through time. My intention is to 
remind you that your stories matter. As your midwife, I have tender and lovingly assertive ways 
to assist you with giving birth to ideas that might just be seeds. Together we will prepare for this 

birth. 
 
Whose Voice is This? Writing Fiction in the First Person | Peter Biello 

A workshop dedicated to writing in first-person, including a brief lesson on narrative intelligence, 
reliable and unreliable narrators, and setting up the clear "why now?" of the story. 
 
11:00AM-11:50AM 

 
Readings by Anna Staniszweski, Alexander Danner, Jennifer Jean, Steven Porter 
 

The End: Big Bows, Loose Strings, and Cliffhangers | Erin Dionne 
This session will be an intensive focus on how to write a strong ending. We’ll investigate 
different types of endings, assess why authors might use them in certain situations, and talk 
about how to bring together all the threads in a story to create a powerful ending that leaves 

your reader feeling exactly how you want them to feel. 
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Line-by-Line with CambridgeEditors | Harte Weiner 
A workshop on the art of line editing a creative submission, whether your own or others. What 
instincts and rules drive the editing process? To be followed by a brief panel discussion and 
Q&A with CambridgeEditors staff. 

 
12:00PM-12:50PM | LUNCH BREAK 
 

1:00PM-1:50PM  
 
Special Event | Writer's Infusion LIVE 

Writer’s Infusion is the Internet show that brings the support of a writers group to the writing 
community for free, by providing constructive feedback to a writer’s pages. We’d bring this 
experience live to the Hollihock Writers Conference! Submissions would be selected prior to the 
conference through our website and then announced at the conference. Those writers would 

join us for a live taping. 
 
Readings by William Walsh, Harte Weiner + Stephen Doyle, Ray Daniel 

 
Poetry, Ancient and New | Janet Aalfs 
In this workshop we will read poems from thousands of years ago, and write in conversation 

with the ancestors. This session will include poetic movement meditation. 
 
2:00PM-2:50PM 
 

Hip-Hop Poetics: Shakespeare to Kendrick Lamar | Donald Vincent 
In this craft session, we will explore the adventures of poetry through form and its relationship 
with mainstream hip-hop. Participants will develop the necessary language and dialogue to 

discuss poems in a variety of ways with exposure to contemporary rap music. Poems created 
during this session will animate a chosen form by creating rhythm with poetry and consist of 
songwriting. 

 
Emotionally Mapping Your Story | Anna Staniszewski 
The more characters grow and change, the more readers care about them. In this hands-on 
workshop, we'll look at techniques to map out characters' emotional journeys that will help bring 

their stories to the next level. 
 
Writing in Silence | Patricia Gomes 

We are sure you will be inspired to write at Hollihock and will be dying to get those ideas down, 
so bring whatever you're working on to this silent session. Fiction, playwriting, poetry, memoir, 
and be prepared to write SILENTLY for 45 minutes! We suggest you arrive to class on time to 

get settled in and comfortable. Once the timer is set there is no talking, no cell phone —just 
writing. At the end of the session, you are free to share (if you like -- there is zero pressure to do 
so), mingle, or hit the ground running. 
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3:00PM-3:50PM 

 
Readings by Erin Dionne, Peter Biello, Alicia Anabel Santos 
 
World Building, Brainstorming, and Sci-Fi/Fantasy | Kristy Acevedo 

Learn how to use simple cause and effect brainstorming to create new worlds. 
 
Writing Romance | Linda Richter 

This hands-on workshop is rated “R” for romance (in a P.G. format). 
 
4:00PM-4:50PM 

 
Women's Leadership: Poetic Engagement + Social Change | Panel Discussion | Led by 
Janet Aalfs 
 

Writing the Cinematic Story | Ray Daniel 
Learn how to structure your story so that people will say, "This reads like a movie!" 
 

Generating Prose + Poetry with Constraints | William Walsh 
In this workshop, writers will explore new ways to generate prose (or poetry) using constraints, 
appropriation, and ekphrastic techniques. 

 
5:00PM-5:50PM 
 
Writing Other Voices | Panel Discussion | Led by Alicia Anabel Santos 

 
Bookstore Basics for New Authors | Steven Porter 
New authors are often surprised and disappointed at how many bookstores respond to their 

new book. In this session, gain a better understanding of how bookstore operations work, their 
terminology, what they are looking for in new books, and how to give your book the best 
opportunity for success. 

 
Jump-Start a Story | Lisa Lieberman 
The Surrealists used to pool their money and buy a one-way ticket to the furthest destination 
they could afford. They'd send one guy off on an adventure and he'd have to make his way back 

somehow, and tell the others all about it when he returned. In this workshop, we'll be sending 
each of you off on an adventure and when you get back, you'll have the outline of a new story. 
Max of 12 participants 

 
Evening concludes with an OPEN MIC at a nearby restaurant. All Hollihock attendees invited to 
read their work. 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 | 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

 
FEATURED SESSIONS 

Keynote Presentation + Book Signing with Steph Burt 
Featured Reading by Rachel Kadish 
Additional Readings by LaShonda Barnett, Andrea Cleghorn, Sara Williams, Kristy Acevedo, 
Eileen Cleary, Richard Pacheco, Ron Samul 

Panel Discussions 
Writing Fiction + Poetry in the Current Political Moment | Led by Kim Garcia 
Writing Modern Mystery | Led by Mystery Writers of America, New England 

Inside the Writing Industry | Led by John Rodzvilla 
 
FULL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00AM-12:00PM | Registration + Check-In 
 
8:00AM-2:00PM | Coffee + Pastries 

 
9:00AM-9:50AM | FEATURED READING | Rachel Kadish 
 

10:00AM-10:50AM 
 
Readings by LaShonda Barnett, Andrea Cleghorn, Kristy Acevedo, Krysten Hill 

 
The Life of a Book | Alaina Leary 
The course will bring writers through the full cycle and the major milestones of a book's life — 
negotiating a contract with a publisher, submitting the manuscript, the editorial process, ARCs 

(advance reader copies) and galleys, the book marketing plan, and the book publicity process. 
 
The Art of the Line | Eileen Cleary 

Poets will have opportunity to study the craft of the line with various examples and complete 
exercises to strengthen their own use of the line. 
 

Fantastic Extremes | Sara Rivera 
The worlds of speculative fiction are filled with ecological extremes. In a time of dystopic 
tendency and climate change, how can both speculative and literary fiction writers make use of 
our world's most dangerous and devastated ecologies? This class explores environmental 

speculative fiction, nonfiction, and literary fiction, and invites participants to draft their own 
settings and scenes. 
 

11:00AM-11:50AM 
 
Writing Fiction + Poetry in the Current Political Moment | Panel Discussion | Led by Kim 
Garcia 
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Writing Modern Mystery | Panel Discussion | Led by Mystery Writers 
 
Writing Out of the Box | Andrea Cleghorn 
During this interactive workshop, participants will be given prompts and time to write, share and 

discuss.  
 
12:00PM-12:50PM | LUNCH BREAK 

 
1:00PM-1:50PM 
 

Ask an Editor Q+A | Tanya Gold + Jill Saginario 
Ask a children's book editor and an adult book editor any questions about publishing or getting 
published. 
 

The Truthful Lie: Reading + Writing Historical Fiction | LaShonda Katrice Barnett 
This course will consider the practical challenge at the core of writing historical fiction: the 
seamless integration of fictive imagination and historical fact. Our discussion and deconstruction 

of exemplary scenes from historical narratives focus on the verities of any good novel—point of 
view, plot, character, setting, and structure.  
 

Journaling: The Challenges and Benefits of Daily Writing | Sara Williams 
Finding time each day to write can be challenging as there are so many other components of 
our lives that demand time. This workshop will discuss strategies in dedicating time as well the 
benefits of daily writing. During this workshop, participants will share their experiences and 

strategies for daily writing. This workshop is intended for all writers. 
 
Spaces of Home and the Shape of the Story | Denise Delgado 

The spaces that fictional characters inhabit can hold tremendous power in a story. This session 
will explore the relationship between the architecture of home and the architecture of fiction. 
We’ll look at works by Julio Cortázar, Salman Rushdie, Shirley Jackson, Alice Munro, V.S. 

Naipaul, and Patrick Chamoiseau, have a lively discussion about how the places we’ve lived 
have shaped our lives, and then take those insights to the page for a guided writing exercise.  
 
2:00-2:50PM 

 
Readings by Eileen Cleary, Richard Pacheco, Ron Samul, Sara Williams 
 

Building Your Author Platform Online | John Rodzvilla 
This would be a workshop on some of the best practices for developing an online presence 
through website and social media. The presentation would include: the essentials pages for an 

author's website, how to use social media effectively, and how to start thinking about using 
video services for promotion. 
 
 

(Sunday sessions continued on next page) 
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Flash Fiction Speed Dating: A Flash Workshop | Kathryn Kulpa 
In this generative workshop, we'll try out both flash (up to 1000 words) and micro (up to 300 
words) fiction. There will be a brief introduction to the form, then some rapid-fire writing. Come 
prepared to jump right in, and you'll leave with two complete drafts! 

 
Context in Fiction | Dariel Suarez 
This session focuses on that crucial element for creating socially layered, culturally nuanced, 

but ultimately accessible stories: context. Using excerpts of published works, we'll discuss 
concrete approaches to successfully provide context in a narrative. You'll leave with a set of 
practical tools and exercises that will ensure any social-cultural elements you include will appeal 

to your reader. 
 
3:00PM-3:50PM 
 

The Writing Industry | Panel Discussion | Led by John Rodzvilla 
 
The Experimental Novel | Ron Samul 

In this workshop, students will spend time looking at what experimental novels look like, why 
they are important, and why writers shouldn’t dismiss some of their more radical writing. Student 
will look at a broad survey of historical and contemporary experiments novels and why they are 

important. 
 
When I Dare: Writing Through Fear to Create Vision | Krysten Hill 
Warrior poet Audre Lorde declares, “When I dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the 

service of my vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.”  We will look 
at examples of poems that tackle difficult subjects, and discuss how writers approach taboo 
topics and create poems with intention. 

 
4:00PM-4:50PM | CLOSING SESSION, KEYNOTE + BOOKSIGNING | Steph Burt 
 

Evening concludes with an AFTER PARTY. All are invited and welcome! 
 


